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REDEFINE THE WAY YOU AGE
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Bee Illuminated
Not just a candle but a warm luxurious lotion!

Apply lavishly all over for relief from dry, chapped skin. Great to use on the 
body after a shower!  Perfect for dry cracked skin around nails, on hands, and 

feet!  Contains Beeswax, jojoba oil, cocoa butter, shea butter, coconut oil, and our 
essential oil signature scent, Nectar of the Bees.

beelineskincare.com
Shop online or visit our 

website for a store near you
Beeline LLC is a member of the NH Beekeepers 

Association and Supports ‘Shop Local’. 

Part of the proceeds from purchasing our products 
is donated to the Honeybee Research Fund.

Light the wick. 
Allow the oils to 
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simply healthy
from your Hannaford Dietitians

Find us online  
Now offering FREE online nutrition education.  
Visit hannafordnutrition.eventbrite.com to sign up  
for an upcoming class. Just have a nutrition question?  
Email a private message to our staff registered dietitian,  
at dietitian@hannaford.com.

Find us in-store  
Visit hannaford.com/dietitians to find a dietitian  
near you and see their monthly schedule of events. 

Dietitian services include: 
• Virtual education for your school, work or community group 

• Healthy eating tips, recipes and ideas for healthier family meals 

• Advice for making the most of your pantry staples and  
 shopping on a budget

• Help understanding food labels and portion sizes

• Help with special dietary needs

Have nutrition questions? We can help.
Did you know?  
Hannaford offers FREE nutrition education online and in many 
stores. Our dietitians are equipped to offer you socially distant 
education and shopping assistance. You can also coordinate a 
time that works for you and your dietitian to chat virtually.
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16 & 18 Main St. Concord NH • (603) 224-6166

A truly unique shopping experience. 
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She’s been YOUR ROCK in hard times

We have rings that sparkle 
for every budget. 

Stop in or Shop Online at CapitolCraftsman.com
Spend $100+, Get FREE delivery (20 mile radius of Concord)

 Best of the Best Jewelry Store for 8 years HIPPO BEST OF 2020

Best Place to Buy a Unique Gift

www.beelineskincare.com
www.hannford.com
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GRANITE VIEWS STEPHEN J. RENO
No Grinch this year

For more years than 
I can remember, at this 
time of year someone 
within earshot would 
say, “Christmas car-
ols so soon? It’s the 
day after Thanksgiv-

ing and the carols have started. Far too 
early.” That always struck me as a little 
Grinch-like. This year, however, no one 
has uttered those words. Instead, there 
seems an almost universal haste to bring 
on the holiday season.  

Our favorite nursery and hardware 
store reports their stock of wreaths, 
garlands, lights, candles and festive dec-
orations is nearly sold out. Drive through 
neighborhoods after dark and more hous-
es than usual seem festooned. And while 
many of us are staying away from retail 
shops for health and safety reasons, sea-
sonal shopping is at a brisk pace online 
as witnessed by the UPS, FedEx, Prime 
and USPS trucks out and about.

We should not be surprised at our-
selves this year. As we enter the 10th 
month of mask-wearing, social dis-
tancing and cabin hibernation, we are 
looking for the comfort of those sea-
sonal traditions that were commonplace 
before the pandemic.

Across cultures worldwide, regardless 
of their religions, rituals bring meaning 
to ordinary time and action. They lift 
us out of the commonplace by chang-
ing what we see, hear, taste and smell. 
In short, rituals of whatever kind link 
the present with the past, whether it is 
our tribe’s, family’s, community’s or our 
very own. And we seem to need them 
most when the world around us seems 
dark and possibly even dangerous.

For centuries and in many cultures 
the winter solstice (which occurs this 
month) has been seen as a significant 
time and has been marked by festivals 
and rituals. It marked the symbolic death 
and rebirth of the sun. The seasonal sig-
nificance of the winter solstice is in the 
reversal of the gradual lengthening of 
nights and shortening of days.

With the pandemic death toll in our 
country now approaching 280,000, we 
are truly in a very dark time. And while 
the promise of effective vaccines offers 
a light ahead, as does the solstice prom-
ise the return of the sun, we seek some 
comfort in rituals of this season and 
trust they will bolster our hope for bet-
ter times.  

So this year, whatever festival we 
observe, we are likely to do so more 
thoughtfully and with greater intensity. 
As much as we may trust in science, we 
also take comfort in our rituals. 

You can contact Steve Reno at stepre-
no@gmail.com. 
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Covid-19 news
In line with the CDC’s updated 

Dec. 2 guidance for quarantining, state 
epidemiologist Dr. Benjamin Chan 
announced during a Dec. 3 press con-
ference that the required quarantining 
period for people in New Hampshire 
who have potentially been exposed to 
Covid-19 has been decreased from 14 
days to 10 days. If someone has not 
experienced symptoms after the 10th 
day, the quarantining period can end. 
However, because of the continued 
rates of community transmission in the 
state, Chan said the state is not adopt-
ing the CDC’s option to allow people 
to end quarantining early with a neg-
ative test result. “If we were to start 
implementing a test out of quarantine 
option, the risk of missing somebody 
with Covid-19 and of spreading it … 
within our communities increases even 
further,” Chan said, “and that is not 
acceptable to us at this point in time.”

Later in the press conference, Gov. 
Chris Sununu reported that the first 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines will be 
arriving “very, very shortly” to New 
Hampshire. “The Pfizer vaccine will 
be the first one to arrive in the state 
of New Hampshire, sometime prob-
ably in the third week of December, 
with the Moderna vaccine to arrive 
likely sometime in the fourth week of 
December, early in that fourth week,” 
he said. The first doses will primarily 
be distributed to health care workers 

and those in long-term care facilities. 
On Dec. 5, the New Hampshire 

Department of Health & Human 
Services issued a notice of poten-
tial community exposures connected 
to positive virus cases. At least eight 
people who have tested positive for 
Covid-19 visited Filotimo Casino & 
DraftKings Sportsbook in Manches-
ter between Nov. 19 and Nov. 29. At 
least nine people who tested positive 
visited MacDougall’s Tavern in Keene 
between Nov. 20 and Nov. 24, and at 
least two people who tested positive 
visited the Chop Shop Pub in Seabrook 
during a live music event on the night 
of Nov. 21. Anyone who visited either 
of the three businesses on any of those 
days should be monitoring symptoms 
and should seek testing.

On Dec. 7, state health officials 
reported 1,045 new positive test results 
of Covid-19, the greatest number in a 
single day to date.

Also on Dec. 7, Sununu announced 
on his Facebook and Twitter pages that 
a member of his staff has tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus. According to 
Sununu, the individual was last in the 
governor’s office on Dec. 2. “Contact 
tracing found only one close con-
tact within the office, who is currently 
quarantining,” Sununu said. “I will 
continue to monitor for symptoms, as 
will all other members of my staff.”

Finally, Sununu has joined sever-
al other governors in urging Congress 

to pass a new Covid-19 relief pack-
age immediately, according to a press 
release.

School funding report
Last week the Commission to Study 

School Funding released its final 
report, which includes policy recom-
mendations for the 2021 legislative 
session. The commission was estab-
lished in 2019 and was appropriated 
$500,000 for comprehensive research 
and public engagement process-
es, according to a press release. “For 
the first time in decades, this Com-
mission engaged a national research 
team with expertise in education, pub-
lic policy, and data analysis to help us 
understand the problem,” Commission 
Chair Representative David Luneau 
said in a statement. According to the 
press release, student outcomes “vary 
widely” based on the amount spent 
per student, as well as unique student 
needs and the characteristics of each 
school district. “For New Hampshire 
to meet its constitutional responsibility 
where all students have equal opportu-
nity to an adequate education, its state 
aid distribution funding formula needs 
to be altered. Currently, most state aid 
is allocated to districts as a flat univer-
sal cost per student.  The state can more 
effectively use its education funds by 
distributing higher portions of state aid 
to districts with greater student needs 
and less capacity to raise funds due to 

lower property valuations,” Sen. Jay 
Kahn said in a statement. The report 
proposes an Education Cost Model 
that would “assist state budget deci-
sions regardless of the amount of 
funding distributed.” 

DCYF Data Book
The state Division for Children, 

Youth and Families has released the 
second DCYF Annual Data Book, 
which shows that, for the first time 
ever, DCYF’s child protection work-
force is approaching national caseload 
standards, according to a press release. 
Right now, the average number of 

assessments per Child Protective Ser-
vice Worker is 16 — down from 90 in 
2016. Recent legislation has funded 
more CPSW and supervisor positions, 
and DCYF’s staff now includes the 
largest number of CPSWs and super-
visors ever, the release said. The Data 
Book also shows that there has been a 
reduction in the number of children in 
out-of-home care, more children being 
cared for in their own homes with their 
own families, more foster homes avail-
able, and, for the first time since 2015, 
fewer assessments involving care-
givers struggling with substance use 
disorder, according to the release. 

NEWS & NOTES

NASHUA

CONCORD

MANCHESTER
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Bedford
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Hooksett

Amherst

Milford

Last week, the City of Nashua held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Dr. Crisp Ele-
mentary School and turned on the school’s new 534-panel solar array. Accord-
ing to a press release, that solar array, along with the 1,760 panels that were 
just installed on the roof of Fairgrounds Middle School, is part of the city’s tran-
sition to 100-percent clean energy. The two projects were completed at no cost 
to taxpayers by ReVision Energy, and they are the first public schools in the state 
to get all of their annual electricity needs from solar power, the release said. 

Manchester is holding its first 
Holiday Lights Contest this year, 
with anyone interested in partic-
ipating asked to fill out a regis-
tration form prior to 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 10, at manches-
ternh.gov. According to a press 
release, all registered lights dis-
plays will be included in a Man-
chester Holiday Lights Map. Any 
Manchester resident can vote 
online starting Monday, Dec. 14, 
and there will be a Virtual Holi-
day Lights Tour online as well. 

Make the most of the shortest 
day of the year with a Winter Sol-
stice Luminary Walk, being held 
Sunday, Dec. 20, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at Beaver Brook Nature Center in 
Hollis. There are six time slots 
for groups of 10 to 12 people, 
and the cost is $12 per person. 
Register at beaverbrook.org.

Jack Barry of Bedford is being 
recognized for his work with the 
Aviation Museum of New Hamp-
shire, where he volunteers as 
the build manager for a student 
plane-building program that the 
museum hosts in partnership 
with the Manchester School of 
Technology. According to a press 
release, Barry, 72, is being hon-
ored with an Outstanding Volun-
teer Service Award from Volun-
teerNH in the senior category.

6

13 N. Main St, Concord | 228-1101 | Mon - Sat 10 - 6  Sun 12 - 5

Shop Online at
GondwanaClothing.com

132790

Comfy sweaters
Loungewear

Handcrafted jewelry

Hand knit hats
Soaps & Lotions

Candles & Lots of gifts!

Something for 
Everyone on your list!

131880

Covid-19 update As of November 30 As of December 7

Total cases statewide 20,994 25,816

Total current infections statewide 5,145 5,386

Total deaths statewide 526 566

New cases 3,396 (Nov. 23 to Nov. 30) 4,822 (Dec. 1 to Dec. 7)

Current infections: Hillsborough County 2,246 2,015

Current infections: Merrimack County 462 703

Current infections: Rockingham County 1,118 1,296
Information from the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services

www.gondwanaclothing.com
www.facnh.com/news/gifts
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1525 South Willow St, Unit 5 | Manchester, NH
(603) 641-5200 | www.oasisdentalnh.com

Conveniently located in the Chuck E. Cheese & Staples Plaza
132916 

Carlivette X. 
Santamaria, DMD

Felix M. 
Santamaria, DDS

Emergency Treatment • 
General Dentistry

Tooth Extractions • 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Dentures • 
Laboratory Services
Orthodontic Services 

(Clear aligners)

Give the gift of Whitening... 
Zoom treatment in-office!     Gift certificates available

Call our office to obtain more information.

Please visit our new website 
for additional information

www.oasisdentalnh.com
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Cozy At Home Gifts

Made with Sandblasted Glass.  
LED Light. Freshen Your Space
(Up To 30 Meter Square Room)

Ancient Apothecary’s
Essential Oil Diffuser

All Essential Oils
 On SALE Now!

224-9341 • 164 N. State St., Concord, NH
Now Open Every Day! granitestatenaturals.com

We have 1000’s of Products for Your Good Health!
In Store Shopping | Contact Free Pickup Available!

Reg. Price $59.95

Sale Price
$36.99

Buy 1, 
Get 1
FREE

We have great gifts!

Gift Certificates
Available

Hemp Select 
10mg CBD softgels    

While supplies last, valid on same 
size 30 or 60 count softgels

At the YMCA of Greater Nashua we give you the support and 
encouragement you need to become a healthier, happier you. 
We offer a wide variety of programs and classes (many of them 
included with a YMCA membership), and a caring staff to help 
people of all ages, background and ability to develop a healthier 
spirit, mind and body.

FOR KIDS 
• Y Education Academy
• Early Education Program
• Private & Group Swim Lessons
• Small Group Dance & Sports 

Classes for Preschool and 
Youth Sports

• Jr. NBA
• Kidstop: Childcare While You 

Visit The Y

FOR ADULTS 
• NEW! Virtual Y On Demand 

Fitness Options
• Outdoor studio & class options
• Private & Group Swim Lessons
• Group Exercise
• In Person or Virtual      
   Personal Training
• Adult Sports Leaugues

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH

MERRIMACK YMCA  |  NASHUA YMCA  |  WESTWOOD PARK YMCA

Scan the QR Code with Your Phone’s Camera to See Our 
COVID-19 Guidelines.

Learn more at www.nmymca.org/joinus

0$ membership join fee from December 14 through 
January 10. Register online or at any of our three 
YMCA of Greater Nashua branches!

FOREVER THRIVING
NOW OFFERING VIRTUAL Y FITNESS OPTIONS

100’s of Program Options Available 

132605

www.granitestatenaturals.com
www.oasisdentalnh.com
www.nmymca.org/joinus
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SPORTS DAVE LONG’S LONGSHOTS

Hayward’s explanation
I’ve never been a pro-

fessional athlete and 
certainly have never been 
involved with a business 
decision where I could 
get an additional $20 
million if I took a new 
job. But, while I under-
stand the entire business 
and playing situation, I 

must say the Gordon Hayward free agent 
defection to the Hornets for a boatload of 
dough after opting out of the final year of 
his contract with the Celtics really irked me.  

That’s me the “fan” talking, not me the 
sports writer. The sports writer gets the busi-
ness decision thing. Ditto for what should go 
through any Celtics player’s mind after how 
Danny Ainge and the brass kicked Isaiah 
Thomas to the curb after he put his earn-
ing power/career on the line after taking one 
for the team by playing through a severe-
ly deteriorating hip injury during the 2017 
playoffs. Not to mention doing it while play-
ing through the pain of his sister’s death in 
real time and a face plant that forced exten-
sive dental surgery that would have been a 
season-ender for me-firsters like the guy he 
was traded for a few months later. He’s still 
trying to come back from the damage that 
caused, which probably cost him somewhere 
between $50 million and $100 million.  

But for me the fan, it irked me because it’s 
a reminder why fans should treat players as 
they treat them – as disposable commodi-
ties. I could give a lengthy speech about why 
things were better back in the day, but it’s 
not relevant. Today is what it is. Red Auer-
bach held on to his Big 3 because he felt 
they earned the right to retire in Boston and 
I was OK with that. But that led to 22 years 
without a title. Conversely, I must also admit 
I was in the chorus singing Danny’s prais-
es for not doing that with his Big 3 after the 
haul he got back produced Jayson Tatum, 
Jaylen Brown and others to give much more 
promise to the future than Red’s approach.    

The being irked part comes in because 
isn’t getting attached to favorite players part 
of being a sports fan? It always has been that 
for me. I like the winning, but I also want 
to like the players on that team. That’s one 
reason I was cool to bringing Cam Newton 
to the Patriots, as I wasn’t sure about him. 
Turns out he’s a good guy and he gets extra 
slack because of it. 

Now, on to specifically why Hayward’s 
leaving irked me. It was two-fold. First, 
while his horrific broken ankle wasn’t his 
fault, people in these parts invested a lot 
in him and his recovery. That included, if 
you read this space, infinite patience by me 
repeatedly sticking up for him to critics who 
didn’t get how long it would take to phys-
ically and especially mentally come back 
from that terrible injury. Ditto for the Celt-

ics brass, especially Brad Stevens, who took 
a lot of heat inside the locker room for play-
ing him when he clearly wasn’t the same. 
That led to a tumultuous 2018-19 Celtics 
season and if you want to insert toxic for 
tumultuous feel free. When a guy everyone 
did that for just up and leaves it makes one 
say what’s the point? Though smarter, more 
realistic people might say grow up because 
that’s the way it is. 

The second part is the bigger issue, and 
no it wasn’t that I was bothered he was leav-
ing. After all they beat Philly and Toronto 
and made it to Game 6 of the conference 
finals vs. Miami with very little help from 
him after getting hurt (again) in Game 1 of 
the playoffs. Plus, somewhere in the mid-
dle of last season I’d decided he was the guy 
to trade to help them get to a higher level. 
That’s because while I liked how he played 
at point forward, he’s just not mentally tough 
enough for me. 

What I didn’t like was that his abruptly 
leaving as a free agent for the aforemen-
tioned extra $20 million scuttled a sign and 
trade being lined up with Indiana. And while 
I wasn’t in love with getting Myles Turner 
back, as the rumor mill said was being pro-
posed, I knew he could be flipped for a better 
fit later. Which certainly was better than the 
talent drain of losing Hayward without get-
ting anything back, as players of his caliber 
are hard to replace for a capped out team as 
the rising Celtics are. That irked me because 
it left fans who stuck by him during the dark 
times holding the bag for a lesser team. 

However, by turning it into a sign and trade 
(for a mere second-round pick) Danny got 
back a valuable $28 million trade exception 
instead. That lets teams over the cap make 
trades involving contracts up to that amount 
without having to give matching salaries back. 
That’s even better than having Hayward’s con-
tract to trade because it can be broken up into 
separate deals to fill their multiple pressing 
needs for bench scoring, long-range shooting 
and a deeper overall team. 

Which brings me to the point of this diatribe 
regarding fans investing emotion in players 
who don’t return the favor. I’m not sure if it’s 
being willing to give up a piece of being a fan 
to avoid being irked in the way I was over the 
ungrateful way Hayward bolted. Or hanging 
in there because all’s well that ends well as 
this one may turn out to be. The only thing 
I do know is it’s not going to end here. Hay-
ward joined far greater players named Brady 
and Betts in the exodus out of town for green-
er pastures this year and since the system isn’t 
likely to change any time soon they won’t be 
the last ones to do it. So all I’ll say to play-
ers going forward is just be honest. Say, “I 
couldn’t pass up the extra $20 million.” 

Because most fans respect that and almost 
all know the rest of it is BS.   Email Dave 
Long at dlong@hippopress.com.  
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Good Deeds
Real Estate With a Mission

With Diane 
Davidson

And Bill 
Weidacher

13
28
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The Fine Homes Group International
Podcast

All episodes on demand at

• How Proper Property Preparation Makes You 
Money When Selling

• Low Inventory of Homes for Sale is Good for Sellers
• Market Update for Buyers and Sellers - Fall, 2020
• Proper Home Inspections Eliminates Unpleasant 

Surprises

“When selling your 
home, you only have 
once chance to make 
a first impression with 
a prospective buyer, 
so you want to make 
it a very good one.”

Our team donates $100 from 

every transaction to the FHG Scholarship 
Fund. When you do business with one

of our team members, you are
helping us help a young person

further their education.

Podcasts Include
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NEWS & NOTES 

QUALITY OF LIFE INDEX
First storm of the season

Last weekend we got our first real taste of what’s expected to be a cold, 
snowy winter (says The 2021 Farmer’s Almanac). Heavy snow and wind 
caused more than 100,000 power outages throughout the state, according to 
a report from WMUR, with some residents still in the dark as of Monday 
evening. The hardest-hit towns where restoration efforts took longer includ-
ed Raymond, Rochester and Wakefield, and downed trees in roadways had a 
significant impact on crews’ abilities to restore power, according to the report.

Score: -1
Comment: At least we’re all used to being stuck at home...
 

All kinds of cancellations
With the increasing number of people testing positive for Covid-19 in New 

Hampshire, more venues and businesses are shutting down through at least 
the end of the year. Public places like libraries are reverting back to shutdown 
days; Nashua Public Library, for example, announced last week that it will 
close until at least Jan. 5. Many of the closures are arts venues: Capitol Center 
for the Arts had made the decision to close a couple weeks ago, and it’s been 
joined by places like Hatbox Theatre, Tupelo Music Hall and the Palace The-
atre, all of which announced last week that their programs scheduled for the 
rest of the year have been canceled (see more about that on p. 11, where you’ll 
also find some virtual arts options).

Score: -2
Comment: The most wonderful time of the year? Not in 2020. 

Building a Tower of Toys
The pandemic isn’t stopping the annual Tower of Toys, which is collecting 

unwrapped children’s toys, sports equipment, cosmetics and gift cards for chil-
dren and families in need. Now through Thursday, Dec. 17, the donations will 
be formed into a toy-filled tower at the Atrium of the Beacon Building at 814 
Elm St. in Manchester, according to a press release. On that final day of collec-
tion, there will be a socially distanced open house to view the tower, from 5 to 
10 p.m. Last year, the toy drive benefited nearly 350 children, and the event’s 
sponsors expect there will be even more need this year.

Score: +1
Comment: With so many community events and live fundraisers being can-

celed, it’s great to see that local kids in need will still get gifts this year. You 
can drop off donations at Red Arrow Diner headquarters (or shop online and 
have them shipped there directly: the full address is 814 Elm St., Suite 102, 
Manchester, 03101) or at Alley Cat Pizza or OrangeTheory in Manchester. 
Families looking for assistance can send a private message requesting toys at 
facebook.com/toweroftoysnh.

 
Help is on the way

Last Saturday, the New Hampshire Veterans Home in Tilton sent out an urgent 
call for help due to “very serious staffing challenges” due to the pandemic. “We 
need more people to step up and help our veterans get through this,” Margaret 
LaBrecque, commandant of the NH Veterans Home, said in a press release. “This 
is an all-hands-on-deck response. We are shifting resources and … calling in fed-
eral resources to assist, but some positions remain to be filled.” Positions include 
everything from registered nurses to food service workers and recreational assis-
tants, the release said. On Sunday, WMUR reported that there was an immediate 
response to that call for help; staff from state agencies will be stepping in to fill 
numerous non-clinical positions, while the VA is sending extra medical person-
nel and the National Guard is helping with testing and building maintenance.

Score: +1
Comment: There’s still plenty of opportunities to help with both clinical 

and non-clinical positions; the Veterans Home asks anyone interested to email 
their resume and contact information to helpnhvh@nh.gov.

QOL score: 68
Net change: -1
QOL this week: 67

What’s affecting your Quality of Life here in New Hampshire? Let us know 
at news@hippopress.com. 
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By Angie Sykeny 
asykeny@hippopress.com 

After its 2019-2020 season was cut 
short in the spring, New Hampshire’s old-
est professional orchestra, Symphony New 
Hampshire, is returning to a regular sched-
ule of shows — albeit virtually — beginning 
with its holiday pops concert, which will be 
recorded and livestreamed from St. Mary 
and Archangel Michael Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Nashua on Saturday, Dec. 12. 

“It’s a lot different from what we had in 
mind, but at the same time we’re fortunate 
that we can still perform live music in some 
way, and that we can provide some work for 
our musicians,” said music director Rog-
er Kalia, who joined Symphony NH in the 
fall of 2019. “That’s rare right now, because 
most orchestras have canceled or postponed 
their seasons. We’re one of very few orches-
tras still performing during this time.” 

Since musical performances in New 
Hampshire are currently limited to no more 
than 15 musicians in a shared space, Kalia 
said, he decided to feature the symphony’s 
brass ensemble for the holiday pops. 

“I think brass has become synonymous 
with the holidays,” Kalia said. “There is, at 
least for me, just a real connection between 
brass and holiday music, because when I was 

growing up I played in brass choirs and brass 
quintets during Christmastime, and I remem-
ber those times very fondly.” 

The musicians will perform at a safe dis-
tance from each other with bell covers on 
their instruments, a new Covid-era acces-
sory for brass and woodwind musicians that 
acts as a “mask” covering the opening of 
the instrument from which aerosol would be 
projected. 

“When [Covid] first happened, we knew 
that any instrument with a bell would be a 
real superspreader and that we would have to 
limit their involvement,” Kalia said. “Then 
these bell covers came out and we said, ‘This 
is great. The sound might be a little softer, 
but at least we can incorporate them now.’” 

The holiday pops concert program will 
include holiday favorites like “Have Your-
self a Merry Little Christmas,” “Frosty the 
Snowman” and “It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year,” as well as sacred works 
like “O Holy Night” and “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful,” performed in “a variety of differ-
ent styles and moods,” Kalia said.

“It’s going to be a fresh take on the tradi-
tional holiday repertoire,” he said. “It’s not 
just classical music; there are also hints of 
jazz, pop, big band, you name it.” 

After the pops, Symphony New Hamp-
shire will continue to perform once a month, 

virtually until it is safe to perform in person, 
through May. The following show will be 
“Mozart Flute Concert, Golijov, and Piazzo-
la” on Saturday, Jan. 30, featuring Symphony 
NH’s principal flutist, Kathleen Boyd. 

“I’d be lying if I said that I don’t miss hav-
ing the full orchestra,” Kalia said, “but one 
of the silver linings of that is when we have 
less musicians we’re able to put more musi-
cians in the spotlight and in soloist roles, 
which is really exciting.” 

February’s show will center on a new 
hour-long work by American composer Sar-
ah Kirkland Snider that Kalia described as 
“Radiohead meets Bjork” in that it combines 
classical music with elements of indie pop 
and electronic music.

Another perk of the virtual concerts is that 
with videography they can create a more 
intimate experience for the audience than a 
live concert can, Kalia said. Various cam-
era angles will be used and close-up shots of 
the musicians will be shown throughout the 
livestream. 

“You’re going to see the orchestra up 
close and personal,” he said. “You can see 
the musicians’ fingers and faces and emo-
tions as they play.” 

Symphony NH concerts beyond February 
are still in the works, and the 15-musician 
limit has made developing the programming 

a challenge, Kalia said, but a welcome one. 
“Everything has had to be reimagined,” he 

said. “Smaller groups [of musicians] means 
we’ll be doing mostly smaller repertoire and 
chamber repertoire — a variety of new music 
that we don’t normally do, and we’re excit-
ed about that.” 

Art
Exhibits
• “SLEIGHBELL STUDIO” 
Exhibit features a curated collec-
tion of fine art and crafts afford-
ably priced for holiday gift giving. 
Twiggs Gallery (254 King St., 
Boscawen). On view now through 
Dec. 12. Gallery hours are Thurs-
day and Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 
from noon to 4 p.m. Visit twiggs-
gallery.wordpress.com or call 975-
0015.
• “BIG GIFTS IN SMALL 

PACKAGES” Artwork priced 
under $100. Presented by the Sea-
coast Artist Association. On display 
now through Dec. 26. 130 Water St., 
Exeter. Gallery hours are Wednes-
day through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and by appointment. Visit sea-
coastartist.org. 

Fairs and markets 
• VIRTUAL HOLIDAY SHOP 
The Warner Historical Society 
presents an online shop at war-
nerhistorical.org/store featuring 
hand-painted holiday ornaments, 

calendars, mugs and drinking 
glasses, T-shirts, books, jigsaw 
puzzles and more, plus a holiday 
raffle. Curbside pickup on Sat., 
Dec. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat., 
Dec. 12, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the 
Upton Chandler House Museum 
(10 W. Main St., Warner). Call 
456-2437 or email info@warner-
historical.org. 
• “HOME FOR THE HOL-
IDAYS: AN ART SHOW & 
SALE Features all kinds of art, 
including oil and watercolor paint-
ings, ceramics, tapestry, wood-

working, wearable art, book mak-
ing and more, created by local art-
ists and artisans. Up now through 
Dec. 20. In person at the Bates 
Building (846 Main St., Contoo-
cook; masks required) on a drop-in 
and by-appointment basis and vir-
tually at shop.twovillagesart.org. 
Show hours at the Bates Building 
are Tuesday through Friday from 
noon to 4 p.m., and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.Visit twovillage-
sart.org. 
• THE CRAFTWORKERS’ 
GUILD HOLIDAY FAIR Virtual 

shop features seasonal decor, pho-
tography, fine art and prints, gour-
met treats, woodworking, stained 
and fused glass, mixed media, 
jewelry and more. Now through 
Dec. 22, with curbside pickup at the 
Kendall House (3A Meetinghouse 
Road, Bedford) daily from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Visit craftworkersguild.
org. 
• HOLIDAZE BIZAARE Alter-
native craft fair features art, appar-
el, jewelry, ceramics, stuffies, can-
dles, candy and more by dozens 
of emerging local artists. Wrong 

Brain (55 Third St., Dover). Now 
through Dec. 30, with fair hours 
Wednesday through Sunday from 
noon to 7 p.m. Virtual shopping 
with curbside pickup will also be 
available. Call 834-9454 or visit 
wrongbrain.net. 

Special events 
• NHAA 80TH YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY New Hampshire 
Art Association hosts a silent art 
auction fundraiser. Bidding runs 
through Dec. 11. Visit nhartassoci-
ation.org or call 431-4230.

Symphony NH presents Holiday 
Pops 

When: Saturday, Dec. 12, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Virtual livestream via YouTube 
with a shared link
Cost: Minimum donation of $10 per 
household 
More info: Visit symphonynh.org/events/
holidaypopsnashua or call 595-9156

ARTS
Orchestrating a comeback 
Symphony NH presents virtual holiday pops, monthly concerts through May

Symphony NH. Courtesy photo. 
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ARTS

 • Theater suspended …: The Palace 
Theatre in Manchester has reclosed its 
doors due to “the surge in Covid-19 cas-
es in Manchester and surrounding areas,” 
according to an announcement on its 
website. “After careful consideration of 
current circumstances, the Palace Theatres 
announce an intermission in our live per-
formances for December and into the New 
Year,” it said. “We will continue to moni-
tor the situation and provide updates.” The 
Palace Theatre’s Holiday Spectacular con-
cert, which was set to run through Dec. 20, 
and the New Hampshire School of Bal-
let’s performance of The Nutcracker that 
was scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 26, are 
among the shows that have been canceled. 
Visit palacetheatre.org or call 668-5588.

The Hatbox Theatre in Concord has 
also closed for the remainder of the year, 
stating on its website that it is “going on 
hiatus until the end of February [and] 
will reevaluate conditions in January 
and announce plans to resume operations 
when they are feasible.” Call 715-2315 or 
visit hatboxnh.com. 

• … or gone virtual: The Seacoast Rep-
ertory Theatre and The Players’ Ring in 
Portsmouth both announced that they have 
suspended live shows and will feature 
view-at-home content only until further 
notice. The Winter Wonderettes, presented 
by The Seacoast Repertory Theatre, will 
give live streamed  performances of icon-
ic ’60s versions of classic holiday tunes 
from Dec. 10 through Dec. 19, with show-
times on Thursday at 7:30 p.m., Friday at 
8 p.m., and Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $20 per viewer. Call 433-4472 or 
visit seacoastrep.org.

The Players’ Ring will present its one-
man adaptation of A Christmas Carol, 
performed by Christopher Savage, virtual-
ly, with a rentable video available starting 
on Friday, Dec. 11. Tickets cost $24 for 
adults, $20 for students and seniors and 
$15 for kids under age 12. Visit playersri-
ng.org or call 436-8123.

• Christmastime at the Village: Can-
terbury Shaker Village (228 Shaker Road, 
Canterbury) will host A Magic Journey 
through the North Shop Barn from Dec. 11 
through Dec. 23, and from Dec. 27 through 
Dec. 30, daily from 1 to 5 p.m. The North 
Shop Barn, which has been transformed 
into a winter wonderland, will feature art 
vignettes like a Shaker Christmas, a doll-
house, a skating panorama and snowy 
forest scenes; a Find-the-Elf treasure 
hunt; hot cocoa and cider; and shopping 

at the Village Store. Additionally there 
will be a Christkindlmarkt-inspired arti-
san market of handcrafted holiday gifts on 
weekends; food trucks with sweet treats 
on Saturdays, Dec. 12 and Dec. 19, and 
a live musical performance by Massimo 
Paparello and his Brass Quartet on Satur-
day, Dec. 12, from 3 to 4 p.m. Admission 
costs $10 for adults and is free for youth. 
Visit shakers.org or call 783-9511. 

• Different kinds of nature art: The 
New Hampshire Art Association has three 
exhibitions going in Concord through 
Thursday, Dec. 17. “Moments in Nature,” 
on view at the gallery in the Concord 
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center 
(49 S. Main St.) features oil paintings by 
BJ Eckardt that capture brief encounters 
with nature. Gallery hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
In the Lobby at 2 Pillsbury St., there’s the 
exhibit “Unseen Light,” featuring infra-
red photography of New England seaside 
vistas, pastoral farmland, stark mountain 
landscapes and other scenery by Mark 
Giuliucci; and “An Extrapolation of Close 
Observation,” featuring prints of ponds, 
meadows and secluded places in nature by 
Kate Higley, created by painting or rolling 
inks to a surface which is then printed on 
paper. Lobby hours are Monday through 
Friday from 5 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Saturday 
from 5 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday from 7 
to 11 a.m.Visit nhartassociation.org or call 
431-4230.
• Shop antiques: New Hampshire Antique 
Co-op (323 Elm St., Milford) has a holi-
day sale going on now through Jan. 3, 
with up to 65 percent off prices on vintage 
ornaments, holiday decor, jewelry, books, 
fine art, collectibles and more. The shop 
is open Wednesday through Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday by appoint-
ment, and Christmas Eve from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Call 673-8499 or visit nhantiquec-
oop.com. 
— Angie Sykeny 

The latest from NH’s theater, arts
and literary communities

 ON STAGE
SEACOAST REPERTORY THEATRE

The Winter Wonderettes, presented by The Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre. Courtesy photo.
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INSIDE/OUTSIDE
Creative gifts
Perfect presents for the art-, science- and nature-lovers in your life 

By Angie Sykeny 
asykeny@hippopress.com

Art and craft shops and holiday markets 
are full of unique gifts for art-lovers, and, for 
art-makers, art and craft studios sell gift certif-
icates that can be used for all kinds of classes 
and workshops, many of which have in-person 
and remote options. You can get your budding 
musician a gift certificate or package for pri-
vate lessons in all kinds of instruments at a 
music school. Performing arts venues offer 
gift certificates that can be put toward tickets 
for any show, as well as memberships, which 
come with all kinds of exclusive benefits for 
a theater enthusiast. If your gift recipient is 
more into nature or science, there are gift cer-
tificates and memberships for them, too. 

Holiday art and craft markets/
exhibits 

You’ll find one-of-a-kind gifts like jewelry, 
woodwork, pottery, fiber art, paintings, pho-
tography and more at these holiday art and 
craft markets and special exhibitions. 

• The Warner Historical Society has a 
virtual holiday shop online now at warner-
historical.org/store, with curbside pickup on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Upton Chandler House Museum (10 W. Main 
St., Warner). The shop features hand-paint-
ed holiday ornaments, calendars, mugs and 
drinking glasses, T-shirts, books, jigsaw puz-
zles and more, plus a holiday raffle. Call 
456-2437 or email info@warnerhistorical.org. 

• Twiggs Gallery (254 King St., Boscaw-
en) presents its annual “Sleighbell Studio” 
exhibit now through Dec. 12. It features a 
curated collection of fine art and crafts afford-
ably priced for holiday gift giving. Gallery 
hours are Thursday and Friday from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. 
Visit twiggsgallery.wordpress.com or call 
975-0015. 

• Two Villages Art Society and the Hopkin-
ton Historical Society present “Home for the 
Holidays: an Art Show & Sale” now through 
Dec. 20 in Contoocook and online. The show 
will feature all kinds of art, including oil 
and watercolor paintings, ceramics, tapes-
try, woodworking, wearable art, book making 
and more, created by local artists and artisans. 
The show will be held in person at the Bates 
Building (846 Main St.; masks required) on a 
drop-in and by-appointment basis and virtual-
ly at shop.twovillagesart.org. Show hours at 
the Bates Building are Tuesday through Fri-
day from noon to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit twovillagesart.org. 

• The Seacoast Artist Association presents 
its holiday exhibit, “Big Gifts in Small Pack-
ages,” now through Dec. 26, at 130 Water 
St. in Exeter. The exhibit features a variety 

of artwork priced under $100 for gift buying. 
Gallery hours are Wednesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and by appointment. 
Visit seacoastartist.org or call 778-8856. 

• Creative Ventures Gallery in Milford pres-
ents its annual holiday exhibit, “Small Works 
— Big Impact,” virtually now through Dec. 
31. The exhibit features small works of art in 
various media, priced affordably for gift buy-
ing. Visit creativeventuresfineart.com or call 
672-2500. 

• The Craftworkers’ Guild’s Holiday 
Fair is being held virtually now through Dec. 
22, with curbside pickup at the historic Ken-
dall House (3A Meetinghouse Road, Bedford) 
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The fair fea-
tures seasonal decor, photography, fine art 
and prints, cards, gourmet treats, woodwork-
ing, fiber and fabric, stained and fused glass, 
mixed media, jewelry and more by more than 
40 juried artisans and craftspeople. Visit craft-
workersguild.org. 

• Wrong Brain (55 Third St., Dover) is 
having its ninth annual “Holidaze Bizaare” 
alternative craft fair now through Dec. 30, 
with fair hours Wednesday through Sunday 
from noon to 7 p.m. It features art, apparel, 
jewelry, ceramics, stuffies, candles, candy and 
more by dozens of emerging local artists. Vir-
tual shopping with curbside pickup is also be. 
Call 834-9454 or visit wrongbrain.net. 

• The New Hampshire Art Association 
hosts its holiday exhibition, “This Merry 
Moment,” online and at the NHAA’s Robert 
Lincoln Levy Gallery (136 State St., Ports-
mouth) now through Jan. 2. The exhibit and 
sale features a variety of artwork and greet-
ing cards created by NHAA members. Gallery 
hours are Monday and Tuesday by appoint-
ment; Wednesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.; Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. Call 
431-4230 or visit nhartassociation.org.

• Pop-up holiday shop Concord Hand-
made is open now at 2 Capital Plaza in 
downtown Concord, Monday through Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It features handmade gifts by 
artists from New England and beyond. Visit 
concordhandmade.com. 

Art and craft shops 
Stop by these art and craft shops, which sell 

handmade items by local artists and craftspeo-
ple year round. 

• Currier Museum of Art gift shop (150 
Ash St., Manchester, 669-6144, currier.org, 
open Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Fri-
day through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

• The League of New Hampshire Crafts-
men Fine Craft Galleries (nhcrafts.org):

Concord (36 N. Main St., 228-8171, open 
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Hooksett (530 W. River Road, 210-5181, 

open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) 
Nashua (98 Main St., 595-8233, open 

Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

Meredith (279 Daniel Webster Hwy., 279-
7920, open Monday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 
5 p.m.)

• Manchester Craft Market (Mall of New 
Hampshire, 1500 S. Willow St., Manchester, 
manchestercraftmarket.com, open Monday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon to 6 p.m.) 

• Spriggs Shoppe (Twiggs Gallery, 254 
King St., Boscawen, 975-0015, twiggsgallery.
wordpress.com, open Thursday and Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 
noon to 4 p.m.)

• Studio 550 Art Center (550 Elm St., 
Manchester, 232-5597, 550arts.com, open 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 
noon to 8 p.m. and Saturday from 3 to 8 p.m.)

• Wild Little Art Shop (Wild Salamander 
Creative Arts Center, 30 Ash St., Hollis, 465-
9453, wildsalamander.com, open Thursday 
and Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Satur-
day and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Private 
shopping hours for groups of five or less are 
available by reservation on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Saturday.)

Art and craft classes/
workshops 

For a more hands-on art gift, try a gift cer-
tificate for an art or DIY craft studio, where 
the recipient can participate in various session 
classes, one-day workshops and paint-and-sip 
events. Some studios also offer online instruc-
tion and take-and-make kits. 

• AR Workshop Manchester (875 Elm 
St., Manchester, 573-9662, arworkshop.com/
manchester) Offers DIY workshops and take-
home kits for creating custom wood signs, 
canvas pillows, centerpiece boxes, canvas tote 
bags and more. 

• The Canvas Roadshow (25 S. River Road, 
Bedford, 913-9217, thecanvasroadshow.com) 
Offers DIY workshops and take-home kits for 
creating custom wood signs, canvas paintings, 
sea glass art and more. 

• Creative Ventures Gallery (411 Nashua 
St., Milford, 672-2500, creativeventuresfin-
eart.com) Offers various weekly art classes and 
one-day workshops for all experience levels. 

• Currier Museum of Art, Art Center 
(180 Pearl St., Manchester, 669-6144, curri-
er.org) Offers seasonal weekly classes, master 
classes and one-day workshops for kids and 
adults in all kinds of media. 

• Kimball Jenkins School of Art (266 

N. Main St., Concord, 225-3932, kimball-
jenkins.com) Offers weekly classes, master 
classes and one-day workshops for kids and 
adults in all kinds of media, starting in 2021. 

• The League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen Fine Craft Galleries (98 Main 
St., Nashua, 595-8233; 279 Daniel Webster 
Hwy., Meredith, 279-7920, nhcrafts.org) 
Offer weekly classes and one-day work-
shops for a variety of crafts, starting again 
in 2021. 

• Muse Paintbar (42 Hanover St., Man-
chester, 421-6500, musepaintbar.com) Offers 
paint-and-sip workshops in person as well as 
take-home kits with instructional videos. 

• Studio 550 Art Center (550 Elm St., 
Manchester, 232-5597, 550arts.com) Offers 
private parties, classes, workshops and camps 
for all ages and experience levels in pottery, 
clay, painting, stained glass and more. 

• Time to Clay (228 Daniel Webster Hwy., 
Nashua, 888-0482, timetoclay.com) Offers 
in-studio pottery workshops and take-home 
kits for all ages. 

• The Voice of Clay (16 Meetinghouse Hill 
Road, Brookline, 672-2626, voiceofclay.com) 
Offers in-studio and online pottery classes for 
all ages and experience levels. 

• You’re Fired (25 S. River Road, Bedford, 
641-3473; 133 Loudon Road, No. 101, Con-
cord, 226-3473; 264 N. Broadway, Salem, 
894-5456; yourefirednh.com) Offers open 
studio times and materials for pottery and 
mosaic projects. 

Music lessons 
• Nashua Community Music School 

(5 Pine St. Extension, Nashua, 881-7030, 
nashuacms.org) Offers in-person and remote 
private lessons for all ages and experience 
levels in piano, guitar, ukulele, violin, viola, 
cello and percussion; music therapy sessions 
and instrument rentals. 

• Manchester Community Music School 
(2291 Elm St., Manchester, 644-4548, 
mcmusicschool.org) Offers in-person and 
remote private lessons for all ages and expe-
rience levels in woodwind, brass, percussion 
and string instruments, as well as voice, 
music theory and music composition. 

“Sleighbell Studio” at Twiggs Gallery. Courtesy photo.
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• Concord Community Music School 
(23 Wall St., Concord, 228-1196, ccmusic-
school.org) Offers private lessons, remotely 
only until further notice, for all ages and expe-
rience levels in all instruments and voice, as 
well as chorus and ensemble opportunities. 

Shows 
These performing arts venues have sever-

al gift options. You can buy someone tickets 
to a particular show, or let them choose their 
own shows with a season package or general 
gift certificate. If you’re looking for a larger 
gift for someone who frequents the theater, 
consider a membership package. There are 
usually different tiers to choose from, with 
perks like reserved seats, access to pre-sales, 
discounts on tickets, admission to mem-
bers-only events and more. 

• Capitol Center for the Arts (44 S. Main 
St., and Bank of New Hampshire Stage, 16 
S. Main St., Concord, 225-1111, ccanh.com) 
Features traveling theater shows, dance per-
formances, musical and comedy acts, film 
screenings and more. The 2021 schedule 
includes comedian Juston McKinney, Celt-
ic Woman, Queen and Eagles tribute bands, 
the Capital Jazz Orchestra performing music 
of Frank Sinatra, That Golden Girls Show: A 
Puppet Parody and more. 

• Hatbox Theatre (270 Loudon Road, 
Concord, 715-2315, hatboxnh.com) Features 
live music, theater, comedy and more. The 
schedule for 2021 is TBA. 

• Palace Theatre (80 Hanover St., Man-
chester, 668-5588, palacetheatre.org) Features 
shows by its own professional and youth and 
teen performing companies as well as visiting 
theater, music, dance and comedy acts. The 
schedule for 2021 is TBA. 

• The Music Hall (Historic Theater, 28 
Chestnut St., and Loft, 131 Congress St., 
Portsmouth, 436-2400, themusichall.org) Fea-
tures live music, theater, comedy, on-screen 
events, literary events and more. The 2021 
schedule includes the Portsmouth Sympho-
ny, comedian Kevin Nealon, Giraffes Can’t 
Dance – The Musical and more. 

Science, nature & history 
If you’re looking for a gift outside of the 

arts, think about a gift certificate or member-
ship for a science, history or nature center. 

• Aviation Museum of New Hampshire 
(27 Navigator Road, Londonderry, 669-4820, 
aviationmuseumofnh.org) A museum dedi-
cated to the science, technology, history and 
culture of aviation, with interactive exhibits 
and educational programs. Members receive a 
10-percent discount at the gift shop, a monthly 
e-magazine, a quarterly newsletter and invita-
tions to special events. 

• New Hampshire Audubon (Massabesic 
Audubon Center, 26 Audubon Way, Auburn, 
668-2045; McLane Audubon Center, 84 Silk 
Farm Road, Concord, 224-9909, nhaudubon.
org) A wildlife sanctuary and nature center 
with live animals, exhibits and educational 
programs. Members receive discounts on NH 

Audubon camps, programs and Nature Store 
purchases; a monthly electronic newsletter; 
invitations to members-only events and more. 

• SEE Science Center (200 Bedford St., 
Manchester, 669-0400, see-sciencecen-
ter.org) A museum focused on technology, 
engineering, mathematics and more with 
interactive exhibits, demonstrations and 
educational programs. Members receive 
priority admission and discounts to special 
programs; a discount on a child’s birthday 
party; 10 percent off purchases at the gift 
shop; a members-only newsletter and more, 
depending on the package. 

• McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center 
(2 Institute Drive, Concord, 271-7827, star-
hop.com) A museum focused on astronomy 
and aviation with interactive exhibits, simula-
tions, an observatory, a planetarium and more. 
Members receive free admission to exhibit 
halls, Super Stellar Fridays series and regular 
planetarium shows; an e-newsletter; discounts 
on workshops and programs; discounts at the 
gift shop and more, depending on the package.

• Millyard Museum (200 Bedford St., 
Manchester, 622-7531, manchesterhistoric.
org/millyard-museum) A museum dedicated 
to Manchester history, particularly the his-
tory of the Amoskeag Millyard. Members 
receive unlimited visits to the museum, free 
or discounted admission to special programs 
and events, invitations to members-only 
events and more, depending on the package. 
The museum is also selling original, limited 
edition brass-plated holiday ornaments that 
celebrate Manchester’s history. 

• New Hampshire Historical Society 
(30 Park St., Concord, 228-6688, nhhisto-
ry.org) Members receive free admission to 
exhibits and the research library, free or 
discounted admission to special programs, 
invitations to members-only events, a sub-
scription to the biannual Historical New 
Hampshire magazine and more, depending 
on the package. The museum is also sell-
ing bobbleheads of famous figures from 
New Hampshire history, such as the sled 
dog Chinook, John Stark, the Old Man of 
the Mountain and others. 

Give the gift of music with a gift card for private lessons 
at the Concord Community Music School. Courtesy photo. 
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www.graniteymca.org

GIVE 
THE GIFT 

OF JOY
and we will 
waive your 

join fee!

Bring in an unwrapped gift to 
donate to a child (age 0-14) in 

need & we will waive your join fee!

GIVE THANKS, GET THANKS!

DEC 1
THRU

DEC 18
YMCA Allard Center of Goffstown- 116 Goffstown Back Rd, Goffstown

YMCA of Downtown Manchester- 30 Mechanic St, Manchester
YMCA of the Seacoast- 550 Peverly Hill Rd, Portsmouth

YMCA of Strafford County- 35 Industrial Way, Rochester
132669

5 DEPOT ST. GOFFSTOWN, NH 03045 | 603-497-2682 | WWW. GOFFSTOWNHARDWARE.COM

13
28

99

A variety of seasonal greens, cones and trimmings 
and festive ribbon for bows will all be provided to 

create a 14” holiday wreath.

SELECT A DATE:
Thursday, December 10th
Saturday, December 12th
Sunday, December 13th
Thursday, December 17th
Saturday, December 19th

SELECT A TIME:
11am-1pm
1pm-3pm
3pm-5pm

$39 PER PERSON
OR gather your friends and reserve the entire space! 

Must pre-register and pay in advance. To register call Goffstown Hardware at 
(603) 497-2682 Or register the next time you visit the store!

Holiday Wreath Making
Celebrate the season with... 

Reserve a spot in our heated greenhouse to create a beautiful, 
one of a kind wreath to add to your holiday decor.
Due to social distancing policies, space is limited in each workshop. 
Please reserve your spot in advance.

www.grantieymca.org
www.goffstownhardware.com
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INSIDE/OUTSIDE THE GARDENING GUY 

Pots, edgers and manure
Holiday gifts for the gardener

By Henry Homeyer
listings@hippopress.com

I love the holiday season: the 
lights, the carols, the cookies and 
more. It’s a good antidote to the 
news, and to the gray and chilly 
weather. Last summer many gar-
dening necessities sold out as so 
many people were quarantined at 
home and took to gardening. So I 
recommend getting presents now, 
before everything is sold out. 
Here are some ideas for presents 
to gardeners. 

Nice pots are good presents, for growing 
plants on the deck or just for their sheer beauty. 
For my birthday this year my wife gave me an 
urn made by Brattleboro, Vermont, potter Ste-
phen Procter. It is 20 inches tall, a foot wide 
in the middle and tapering to a six-inch neck. 
His website, stephenprocter.com, shows most-
ly huge pots, some six feet tall, but he makes 
smaller things like mine, too. And your garden 
center will offer a wide variety of nice pots for 
growing things, too. 

We all need hand tools, and sometimes we 
lose them. So you can always give a weeder to 
your loved one. The best of these, in my opin-
ion, is the CobraHead weeder with its curved 
single tine that is great for teasing out roots of 
grasses and invasive weeds, or for use at plant-
ing time to loosen the soil. It’s available locally 
or from CobraHead.com for about $28 includ-
ing shipping, and made in America.

Last summer was dry, so watering devices 
and accessories were hard to buy locally much 
of the time. One item that is a bit of luxury, for 
me, is a three-way or four-way splitter for the 
hose. Look for a good, heavy-duty metal one 
at your local garden center. Why four-way? 
One for each hose. No more disconnecting and 
reconnecting hoses. Price? Around $30. Give a 
five- or six-foot hose to go with it, to attach to 
the spigot and the splitter. Under $10. 

Another watering device is a watering 
wand. Dramm is the best because their wands 
deliver a lot of water in a gentle fashion. I like 
a 30-inch wand with a built in on-off control-
ler. Around $25.

I like adding height to the garden, and an 
easy way to do this is with Gardener’s Supply’s 
“Essex Round Trellis.” It comes in five-foot 
and seven-foot heights, and I selected the tall-
er one to grow my morning glories next year. 
Metal, easy to assemble, $60 or $80. It will 
look good in the garden all winter, too.

Also from Gardener’s Supply I got some 
metal edging. It comes in a variety of lengths 
and assembles and installs easily; it’s sold as 
12- to 24-foot kits in a variety of metals and 
finishes for $43 to $80. These bend nicely and 
create a finished look for a flower bed.

I love gardening books. I realize that the web 

has a lot of information, but noth-
ing beats a book in my hands as I 
settle in on a cold and snowy day.

Norwich, Vermont, garden 
designer Bill Noble came out 
with a beautifully illustrated 
book this year, Spirit of Place: 
The Making of a New England 
Garden (Timber Press, $35). It 
is a lovely description of his gar-
dens – and the thought processes 
that went along with doing this 
over a long period of time. 

I have a few cases of my last 
book, Organic Gardening (not 

just) in the Northeast: A Hands-On, Month-
by-Month Guide (Bunker Hill Publishing, 
2015) collecting dust. It came out at $17.50 
in paperback, but I am offering it now at $15 
including shipping. It’s a collection of my best 
articles arranged by month. Send me a check 
at P.O. Box 364, Cornish Flat, NH 03746. 

Storey Publications (storey.com) is one of 
my favorite publishers for garden books, not 
only because their books are practical and 
well-written, but because many are in paper-
back and very affordable. Their Vegetable 
Gardener’s Bible by Ed Smith ($24.95 in 
paper) is a classic and a must-have even for 
experienced gardeners.

New to me this year are these, all looking 
interesting. Best of all is a great book on soil 
by Dianne Miessler, Grow Your Soil: Harness 
the Power of the Soil Food Web to Create 
Your Best Garden Ever. It explains very well 
how soils work, what soil test results mean, 
and how to correct deficiencies. You don’t 
need to be a scientist to read this one ($16.95 
in paperback).

The Gardener’s Weed Book and The Gar-
dener’s Bug Book, both by Barbara Pleasant 
($14.95 each) are very useful No color illus-
trations, but the drawings are fine. It’s written 
for organic gardeners. 

Saving Container Plants by Alice and Bri-
an McGowan is a useful book for all of us in 
New England that want to winter over tender 
perennials that we have grown in pots on the 
deck all summer, but that can’t survive the 
winter outdoors. A stocking stuffer at $9.95 
in paperback.

Lastly, give your loved one a pile of … 
manure. Farmers and garden centers sell 
hot-composted or aged manure that is great 
for the garden. It will improve the soil and 
nurture soil organisms. Three yards is a small 
dump truck load, or you can go get a load in 
a pickup truck.

All my best to you, my readers, in this holi-
day season. Don’t be naughty, and Santa may 
bring you what you want.

You may reach Henry at henry.homeyer@
comcast.net or at P.O. Box 364, Cornish Flat, 
NH 03746.  

Courtesy photo
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Natalie Accomando, DMD  Lynn Brennan DDS
Accomando Family Dentistry

We will create a dental experience that you will enjoy! Call us today
603.645.8510

1361 Elm St., Suite 330  Manchester, NH
www.accomandofamilydentistry.com  603.645.8510

We accept most insurance, including Delta Dental, MetLife, Guardian & Healthy Kids 
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Big city style at a great neighborhood salon
www.Hairpocalypse.com

B A R B E R I N G   C O S M E T O L O G Y
Tues–Fri ‘til 8pm

603-627-4301
904 Hanover Street

Manchester NH 13
28

09

Big city style at a great 
neighborhood salon

Holiday Styling
CUT  COLOR*  STYLE

Only $75.00
Gift Cards & Styling Products 

make great gifts! 
*single process only

169 South River Rd. STE. 2
BEDFORD, NH 03110
(603) 232-7304
www.laserinknh.com

13
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25% OFF
HYDRAFACIAL
3 steps, 30 minutes. 

Best Skin of your Life!

25% OFF 
GIFT CERTIFICATES
25% OFF products from

Obagi, Elta MD and Alastin

Starting today until 
December 30TH

Be Holiday Ready 
with Picture
Perfect Skin

www.accomandofamilydentistry.com
www.hairpocalypse.com
www.laserinknh.com
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INSIDE/OUTSIDE 

Family fun for the weekend

Let there be lights
The Gift of Lights is open now through Jan. 

3 at the New Hampshire Motor Speedway (1122 
Route 106 North, Loudon). The drive-thru Christ-
mas light park spans 2.5 miles and features 80 
holiday scenes and 520 light displays. It’s open 
Sunday through Thursday from 4:30 to 9 p.m., 
and Friday and Saturday from 4:30 to 10 p.m. 
Purchase tickets online or at the gate. The cost is 
$25 per car. Visit nhms.com/events/gift-of-lights. 

The Southern New Hampshire Tour of 
Lights will run from Dec. 11 through Dec. 27. 
A list of addresses will soon be released for the 
public to visit holiday light displays at homes 
throughout Amherst, Antrim, Fitzwilliam, Jaf-
frey, Merrimack, Milford, Peterborough and 
Rindge. Visit merrimackparksandrec.org/holi-
day-happenings or call 882-1046. 

Fun with gingerbread
The Culinary Playground (16 Manning St., 

Derry) is hosting a parent-child gingerbread 
house decorating workshops on Sunday, Dec. 
13, from 10 to 11 a.m. or from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 20, from 4 to 5 p.m. or 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Adults and kids will work 
together with royal icing and all types of colorful 
treats and edible decorations to design their own 
houses. The cost is $45 per team and registration 
is required. Visit culinary-playground.com.

The Amherst Town Library is holding two vir-
tual family gingerbread house workshops via 
Zoom on Thursday, Dec. 10, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
and on Saturday, Dec. 12, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
The library will provide a take-home kit for you 
to make graham cracker gingerbread houses at 
home. Registration is required, as space is limit-
ed. Visit amherstlibrary.org.

Meet Santa
Santa Claus will arrive by helicopter at the 

Aviation Museum of New Hampshire (27 Navi-
gator Road, Londonderry) on Saturday, Dec. 12, 
at 11 a.m., where he’ll greet families and take gift 
requests until 1 p.m. The outdoor event is free 
and open to the public. Hot chocolate will also be 
provided courtesy of the Airport Diner in Man-
chester. Visit aviationmuseumofnh.org. 

Get a golden ticket
Chunky’s Cinema & Pub (707 Huse Road, 

Manchester, 206-3888; 151 Coliseum Ave., 
Nashua, 880-8055; 150 Bridge St., Pelham, 635-
7499) will host multiple Polar Express golden 
ticket screenings on Saturday, Dec. 12, and Sun-
day, Dec. 13. Showtimes vary depending on the 
location, but there are several throughout the 
morning, afternoon and evening at each the-
ater. Kids will be given a special “golden ticket” 
to hole-punch prior to entering the theater. Vis-
it chunkys.com.

Christmas celebrations
Enjoy Christmas at the Farm, reimagined, at 

Forgotten Farm (23 Goffstown Road, Hooksett). 
Families can visit from 10 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urdays, Dec. 12 and Dec. 19, for cookies, cocoa, 
visits with the farm animals and a free take-home 
craft. Visit forgottenfarm.weebly.com.

Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth is an 
ongoing citywide celebration of the holidays 
featuring a number of shows at The Music Hall 
(28 Chestnut St., themusichall.org, 436-2400); 
shopping in Market Square; Candlelight Stroll 
Under the Stars, happening weekends from Dec. 
11 through Dec. 20 at Strawbery Banke Muse-
um (14 Hancock St., 433-1100, strawberybanke.
org); Labrie Family Skate at Strawbery Banke’s 
Puddle Dock Pond; the 30th annual Gingerbread 
House Contest and Exhibit at the Portsmouth 
Historical Society (10 Middle St., 436-8433, 
portsmouthhistory.org) now through Dec. 22, 
and more throughout the holiday season. Visit 
vintagechristmasnh.org. 

TREASURE HUNT

Dear Donna,
I took some pictures of a vase, 

which I have owned for a very long 
time, in hopes it may be of some 
interest to you. I’ve long wondered if 
this mysterious vase, which I would 
have to imagine was obtained ... in 
the late 19th century or early 20th 
century, was of any value. My own 
limited research has yielded little but 
I thought it may be of interest to you. 

Phil

Dear Phil,
It’s tough to obtain correct information on Asian 

items without a signature. Even though you do 
have part of the history it still can be difficult.

Asian items like your vase have been brought 
over for many years. What you want to look for 
is the detailing, the rareness, signatures, etc. Most 
pieces are eye-pleasing but not of extreme qual-

ity. So if you look at your wooden vase 
and judge it by the detailing of the figures 
(face, hands, etc.) and surrounding items, I 
think you can figure out a value from there.

I would say your vase would be in the 
range of under $100 depending on the 
size, and with no damage. I think its being 
wood makes it less common than ceram-
ic ware. 

Donna Welch has spent more than 30 
years in the antiques and collectibles field, 

appraising and instructing, and recently closed 
the physical location of From Out Of The Woods 
Antique Center (fromoutofthewoodsantiques.com) 
but is still doing some buying and selling. She is 
a member of The New Hampshire Antiques Deal-
er Association. If you have questions about an 
antique or collectible send a clear photo and infor-
mation to Donna at footwdw@aol.com, or call her 
at 391-6550 or 624-8668. 

15

Open 7 Days • 622-6159 • Kennard Road, Manchester 
McIntyreSkiArea.com

132873

See our protocols and policies to 
keep your family and ours safe this winter

mcintyreskiarea.com/covid19/

Dashing Through
the Snow...

 Limit 4, 4 packs per customer Offer ends 12/24/20 

Makes a 
Great Gift!

Ski & Snowboard Lessons

Equipment Rentals,
 Leases & Sales
Lift Tickets
Hats & Helmets

Goggles & Accessories
Season’s Passes
Mittens, Gloves & Socks
Shop Service
... And anything else you 
can buy at McIntyre!

Sign up now for our programs

Gift Cards can be used for:
 Offer ends 12/24/20 

McIntyre Ski Area Gift Card

Buy $100, Get a $20 Bonus Card Free

Jr ski starting at $119 | Jr Snowboard starting at $149
Adult ski starting at $199

Equipment Leases

4-Pack Tickets 
Lift or Tubing Tickets
Buy 3 tickets, Get 4th 

for FREE!

Ski well,
be well.

www.mcintyreskiarea.com
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Dear Car Talk: 
My 2019 Alfa, 

with a 2-liter engine, 
doesn’t have a dipstick 
to check the oil level. 
Can I trust the oil lev-
el light on the dash? 
Thank you. — Luke

	    
You don’t have much choice, Luke. 

Unless you have a gastroenterologist 
in the family who doesn’t mind getting 
his colonoscope oily. I’m a bit old-fash-
ioned, and I like having a dipstick, too. 
But it’s going the way of the roll-down 
window.

Most people are only too happy to nev-
er have to open the hood of their car, so 
carmakers are responding accordingly. In 
fact, if you do open the hood now just to 
look at your engine, you can’t even see 
it anymore. It’s covered by a big piece 
of plastic called the “engine cover.” They 
might as well emboss it with “Nothing to 
see here, folks!”

The oil level on your car, Luke, and on 
most new cars these days, is measured 
electronically, with a sensor inside the 
crank case. And it is reliable. Put it this 
way: If you ran out of oil in the next few 
years and didn’t know it, Alfa would owe 

you a very expensive engine. So THEY 
trust the sensor enough to protect their 
financial interests. 

If the level gets too low, the sensor 
triggers an “oil level” light on your dash-
board and tells you to add a quart. They 
usually build in sufficient leeway so that 
when the light comes on, it’s not a dire 
emergency. 

Unless it’s pouring out the bottom of 
the engine (in which case other warning 
lights will soon join that oil level light), 
you have time to mosey to a gas station 
or a Walmart and buy a quart of oil. And 
on some cars, including your Alfa, Luke, 
you can even perform an oil level test on 
your touch screen. And you don’t even 
have to be able to read Italian. 

If you burrow into your screen menus, 
you’ll find one that says “Car Status.” 
In there, you’ll see an option for “Oil 
Level.” Park the car on a level surface, 
follow the prompts, wait a couple of 
minutes while the sensor reads your oil 
level, and — Che Bellezza! — you’ll see 
a graphic representation of your dipstick 
on the screen. And if you miss the part of 
the experience where you burn the tips 
of your fingers touching the hot dipstick, 
you can always touch the car’s cigarette 
lighter. 

Dear Car Talk: 
What moves the brake pads away from 

the brake rotor when you remove your 
foot from the brake pedal? — Jaime

	    
Not much, Jaime. 
First of all, when brakes are work-

ing properly, the difference between the 
brake pads when they’re “away” from 
the disc rotor and when they’re touch-
ing the disc rotor is a few thousandths of 
an inch. That’s thinner than a Kate Moss 
(that’s the mechanical engineering term, 
I think). So the pads don’t have to move 
much either way. 

When you step on the brake ped-
al, hydraulic fluid applies hundreds of 
pounds of pressure to the brake cali-
per pistons. Then, each piston moves 
the pads on that particular wheel toward 
the disc rotor. There’s a seal around 
each caliper piston that keeps the flu-
id from leaking out. And that seal has 
a sort of physical memory, and when 
you stop applying pressure, the seal nat-
urally wants to go back to its original 
shape — and take the caliper piston a 
few thousandths of an inch with it. 

I suspect that the vibrations involved 
— going over bumps, engine vibrations, 
any slight warp in the disc rotor — also 

contribute to pushing the pads back 
from the rotors. And as I say, they don’t 
have to go far. In fact, if they were more 
than a few thousandths of an inch away 
from the disc rotors, when you stepped 
on the brake pedal, it would sink to the 
floor. 

That’s why whenever we do brake 
work on the car, after we put everything 
back together, we have to return the cal-
ipers to their proper position, just a few 
whiskers away from the rotors.

And we do that by getting in the car 
and stepping on the brake pedal. The 
first time we step on it after a brake job, 
the pedal goes to the floor, but the flu-
id pushes the piston a little closer to the 
rotors. When we step again, the ped-
al goes maybe 80 percent of the way 
to the floor, and the pads get closer. 
Eventually, after five or six pumps, the 
pads make contact, and that’s when we 
know it’s OK to give the car back to the 
customer. 
Before we figured that out, we lost 

a couple of garage doors and a soda 
machine as customers were driving out 
of the shop after brake jobs.

Visit Cartalk.com.  

INSIDE/OUTSIDE CAR TALK

Should I trust oil level light?

By Ray Magliozzi
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$20.50/HR Company Truck

Comprehensive Benefits Package

132881

www.joingroups.com
www.jppestcareers.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR LOCAL PRODUCTS!
Call your Hippo sales rep, or call 603-625-1855 Ext.126 to join the Hippo family!

LOCAL. HANDCRAFTED. UNIQUE HOLIDAY FINDS.
SHOP THE ‘SHIRE!

Shop Us Online!

Buy New Vinyl, CDs and Movies!
Shipped directly to anywhere in the U.S.

Shop.MusicConnection.us
1711 South Willow St. Manchester | 603-644-0199

132794

Part of the proceeds from purchasing our products is donated 
to the Honeybee Research Fund

beelineskincare.com

Shop online 
or visit our website 
for a store near you

13
27
91

Give the taste of New Hampshire with our 
wooden crate gift sets of handcrafted 
wine jellies, tea jellies, and fruit jams!

Gift certificates & local pick-up available. 
Visit laurelhilljams.com to shop and learn more!

13
27
97

HIPPO BEST OF 2020

Order online or request curbside 
delivery at our Nashua location - 
visit our website for details!

Fresh. Clean. Sassy.
Soaps and Skincare

hemlockspringssoaps.com #bestsoapinnh
132798 132795

Granite State
Candy Shoppe

Since 1927

832 Elm St. • Manchester • 603-218-3885
13 Warren St. • Concord • 603-225-2591

www.GraniteStateCandyShoppe.com

In Store Pickup 
and Online Ordering

50 Chalet Way, Manchester NH 03104
Open 7 Days • 622-6159 

McIntyreSkiArea.com
132802

Award winning shop for Jewelry and Unique Gifts

Spend $100+ Get FREE delivery (20 Mile radius of Concord)

Stop in or shop online at
CapitolCraftsman.com

132875

Locally Sourced Meal 
Kits Available State-wide

Shop online at localbaskit.com
or Stop in at 10 Ferry St. Concord, NH

(603) 219-0882

for Home Delivery or Pick Up 
at our Concord Marketplace

132912

13
27
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For every reader an ideal book.

45 South Main St., Concord, NH 
603-224-0562 • gibsonsbookstore.com

Open 10-6 M-S, 12-4 Sun, Curbside pickup 
& Online ordering available

Books, the smart gift.
Educational toys, gifts, gift cards

Memberships, gift certificates, 
hands-on science kits & items available!

see-sciencecenter.org
132837

 Free shipping 
for orders over $50

(to the same address)

krmchocolates.com

Our Luscious 
Artisan Chocolates 
Are Now Available 

Online!
13

28
04

www.krmchocolates.com
www.beelineskincare.com
www.laurelhilljams.com
www.hemlockspringssoaps.com
www.granitestatecandyshoppe.com
www.gibsonsbookstore.com
www.mcintyreskiarea.com
www.shop.musicconnection.us
www.see-sciencecenter.org
www.capitolcraftsman.com
www.localbaskit.com
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News from the local food scene

By Matt Ingersoll
food@hippopress.com

• Easy as pie: Join chef and cooking instruc-
tor Liz Barbour of The Creative Feast in Hollis 
for Demystify the Pie, a hands-on virtual class 
she’ll be holding via Zoom on Monday, Dec. 14, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. During the class, Barbour 
will walk participants through how to prepare 
your own pie dough and apple pie filling. While 
that’s baking in the oven, Barbour will demon-
strate how to prepare a fruit galette you can 
make on your own. The cost to pre-register is 
$25; after registering, participants will receive 
equipment and ingredient lists needed for the 
class. Visit thecreativefeast.com.

• Go fish: Get your tickets now for a Feast of 
the Seven Fishes dinner at the Bedford Village 
Inn (2 Olde Bedford Way, Bedford) on Thurs-
day, Dec. 17, from 6 to 10 p.m. In addition to 
a chef-attended pasta station and an Italian des-
sert station, the dinner will feature several house 
fish dishes, like haddock puttanesca with roast-
ed Yukon potatoes; oysters on the half shell with 
cocktail sauce, citrus mignonette, horseradish 
and lemon; grilled calamari salad with pickled 
vegetables, radicchio and arugula; and lobster- 
and crab-stuffed sole with shaved fennel salad 
and blood orange butter. Tickets are $85 per per-
son and reservations are required (dinner is 21+ 
only and tables are limited to a maximum of six 
guests each). Visit bedfordvillageinn.com. 

• Tea and a show: LaBelle Winery (345 
Route 101, Amherst) will host a Nutcrack-
er ballet family tea event on Sunday, Dec. 13, 
with two sessions available, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
and from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Each will feature hot 
tea and a menu of sandwiches and sweet treats, 
as well as choreographed reenactments from 
Southern New Hampshire Dance Theater per-
formers. Tickets are sold by tables of six only, 
priced at $25 per person. Also available for pur-
chase will be Nutcracker-inspired cocktails for 
adults and themed non-alcoholic beverages for 
kids. Visit labellewineryevents.com.

• Procrasti(baking): Now through Christ-
mas, Barrington baker and author Erin Gardner 
is running the “Procrastibakers Super Snuggly 
Socially Isolated Holiday Baking Club,” a com-
munity gathered around her Instagram account 
@erin.bakes, according to a press release. Gard-
ner is the author of Procrastibaking: 100 Recipes 
for Getting Nothing Done in the Most Delicious 
Way Possible, which was released in March and 
features creative low-stress ways to approach a 
variety of recipes. Every Wednesday, Gardner 
posts reduced-size recipes from her book and 
other pandemic isolation-friendly baking ideas. 
Users who post pictures of their baked goods 
with the hashtag #procrastibakersclub will be 
automatically entered to win weekly book give-
aways and other prizes, according to the release. 
Visit erinbakes.com. 

By Matt Ingersoll
mingersoll@hippopress.com

Looking for some gift-giving ideas for 
the foodie in your life? Local shops have 
all kinds of treats and tools that would 
make great gifts, while many local eater-
ies are offering promotions on gift cards.

Bombs away
Scott Watson of Loon Chocolate in 

Manchester had never made a “cocoa 
bomb” before the beginning of Novem-
ber — now he’s making about 1,000 
of them per week and can barely keep 
them in stock for each of his wholesale 
accounts. A trend that went viral on Tik-
Tok back in October, cocoa bombs are 
small hollow balls of chocolate filled 
with marshmallows, flavored mixes or 
other ingredients that you place in any 
type of heat-safe mug or container. Pour-
ing hot milk or water over the bomb will 
cause it to “explode” with flavor inside 
the mug.

“The heat penetrates through the hol-
low bomb … and as it slowly fills up, the 
bomb begins to melt from the inside out 
and you have one of the most decadent 
cups of hot chocolate you’ve ever tast-
ed,” Watson said. “It’s basically some 
of the freshest chocolate melted in a cup 
that’s single-served. It’s both interactive 
and tastes amazing.”

Watson started making them to sell at 
the Manchester Craft Market in the 
Mall of New Hampshire and has since 
expanded to feature them at other local 
businesses, like Cafe la Reine on Elm 
Street in Manchester and The Country 
Store at the Tilton Outlets. Loon Choco-
late’s cocoa bombs come in packages of 
four — each one is made with 70 percent 
dark chocolate, filled with eight vegan 
marshmallows and coated with the com-
pany’s house-made cocoa mix. 

“We thought [four] was a nice gift size 
that would work for us, for a family to 
share them on a special evening during 
the holidays,” Watson said. “They’ve 
taken off very quickly. Our wholesale 

accounts have received an incredible 
demand from their customers for them 
and we’ve been running out of chocolate 
as fast as we can make it.”

In Milford, Emilee Viaud of Culture 
also started making cocoa bombs of her 
own less than two months ago. She now 
offers several flavors, including milk, 
white or dark chocolate, but also cookies 
and cream, peppermint bark, peanut but-
ter, gingerbread and salted caramel. 

“I actually didn’t even know what they 
were until my mother-in-law mentioned 
them to me,” Viaud said. “I started mak-
ing a few, and all of a sudden I had about 
100 orders for them within one day. So 
that made me say, ‘OK, this is definitely 
something that people want.’”

You can find cocoa bombs for sale at 
Culture or at the Manchester Craft Mar-
ket in tin containers of four, as part of a 
mug set, or inside of a clear ornament 
you can put on your tree. Viaud is also 
offering shipping through her personal 
business, Emilee’s Sweet Treats (find 
her on Facebook @emileessweettreats).

Presto Craft Kitchen in Manches-
ter also offers multiple flavors of cocoa 
bombs, from salted caramel and peanut 
butter cup to Almond Joy, peppermint 
and cookies and cream. They’ll be avail-
able through about March, owner and 
chef Joe Grella said.

More local eats
Even though most craft fairs, expos 

and winter farmers markets across New 
Hampshire have been cancelled or post-
poned or have turned virtual, there are 
still opportunities to support local busi-
nesses by purchasing products in-store 
or online. 

Antrim’s Deer Meadow Homestead, 
for instance, features a line of wine, beer 
and coffee jellies, in addition to granolas 
and pancake, biscuit or beer bread mix-
es, according to owner Grace Rowehl. 
Around the holidays she’ll have spe-
cialty flavors like a hot pepper jelly 
and cranberry and strawberry jam with 
orange zest. You can find most of her 
products at the Manchester Craft Mar-
ket as well as the Mont Vernon General 
Store and at Locally Handmade, a store 
that’s inside both the Mall at Rocking-
ham Park in Salem and the Mall at Fox 
Run in Newington.

“People always come up with their 
own ideas to use my jellies,” Rowehl 
said. “The wine jellies go great on cheese 
boards. Some people use them for glaz-
es when they’re cooking chicken or fish, 
or they put them in salads or sandwich-
es. … I myself like to spread some of 
the coffee jelly on a nice hearty piece of 
toasted pumpernickel sourdough bread.”

In Concord, Local Baskit has part-
nered with the Exeter-based Cherry 
Bomb Cookie Co. over the last couple 
of years to offer scratch-made Christ-
mas cookie platters. This year, there are 
also paint-your-own cookie kits and cus-
tom charcuterie board kits available for 
ordering.

LaBelle Winery of Amherst is once 
again rolling out its holiday catering 
packages, which include home cocktail 
kits for options like white or red sangri-
as, mulled apple wine and more.

FOOD
Gifts for foodies
Delicious gift ideas this holiday season

Cocoa bombs from Culture in Milford. Courtesy  photo.
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HOLIDAY EATS
Looking for holiday eats — from baked goods to 

entrees — you don’t have to make yourself? Head to 
hippopress.com starting Thursday, Dec. 10, to see our 
annual list of places offering takeout for your Christ-
mas celebrations as well as places with special dining 

options for Christmas, Christmas Eve and other seasonal 
meals. Thanks to our members and contributors this list-

ing will be available for free at hippopress.com. 
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Explosive flavors

Here are some more local bakers and 
chocolatiers offering their own cocoa 
bombs available to order this holiday 
season.

• Ashley’s Eats & Sweets (ashleys.
eats.and.sweets@gmail.com, find them 
on Facebook) is a homestead baking busi-
ness based in Raymond, currently offering 
multiple flavors of its own cocoa bombs, 
like milk or dark chocolate with marsh-
mallow or peppermint.

• Bearded Baking Co. (819 Union St., 
Manchester, 647-7150, beardedbaking.
com) has a limited supply of homemade 
hot chocolate bombs, with flavors that 
include S’mores, peppermint, Funfetti and 
cookies and cream.

• Benson’s Bakery & Cafe (203 Central 
St., Hudson, 718-8683, bensonsbakery-
andcafe.com) offers multiple flavors of 
homemade cocoa bombs, like peppermint, 
Snickers, peanut butter and maple cinna-
mon. Custom orders are also available.

• Bite Me Kupcakez (4 Mound Court, 
Merrimack, 674-4459, bitemekupcakez.
com) offers milk or white chocolate cocoa 
bombs that are dairy-free.

• Granite State Candy Shoppe (13 
Warren St., Concord, 225-2591; 832 
Elm St., 218-3885; granitestatecandy-
shoppe.com) offers multiple flavors of 
homemade cocoa bombs, including salt-
ed coffee, candy cane, and cocoa trio, or 
a combination of milk, white and dark 
chocolates.

• Hannah’s Bakery and Cafe (401 
Main St., Salem, 898-2233, hannahs-
bakery.com) offers multiple flavors of 
homemade cocoa bombs, including clas-
sic marshmallow, cinnamon, peppermint 
and mocha. Pre-ordering by phone is 
available.

• La Cascade du Chocolat (109 Water 
St., Exeter, 777-5177; 214 State St., Ports-
mouth; lacascadeduchocolat.com) offers 

a hot cocoa dreidel, or a family-sized hot 
cocoa bomb made from 68 percent single 
origin dark chocolate. One dreidel makes 
between four and six cups of hot cocoa 
when adding hot water or milk.

• Sugar and Slice NH (find them on 
Facebook @sugarandslicenh) is a home-
stead baking business based in Milford, 
currently offering milk chocolate or pep-
permint chocolate cocoa bombs.

• Sweet 23 Confections & Treats 
(find them on Facebook and Instagram 
@sweet23confections) is a homestead 
baking business based in Derry, current-
ly offering milk or dark chocolate cocoa 
bombs, with or without peppermint.

• The Wicked Sweet Sugar Boutique 
(580 Lafayette Road, Suite 1, Hamp-
ton, 601-7204, thewssugarboutique.com) 
offers multiple flavors of hot chocolate 
bombs available to order, like milk, white 
or dark chocolate, cookies and cream and 
toasted coconut. 

Salem’s Cucina Aurora Kitchen Witch-
ery is offering its own “magical meals” gift 
set, which can be purchased online and 
delivered directly to your recipient. The set 
comes with two bottles of rosemary gar-
lic and oregano olive oils, a bag of garlic 
and Italian herb risotto, a cookie cutter, an 
apron and a signed copy of owner Dawn 
Hunt’s recently released cookbook.

For the at-home cook
Local cooks say kitchen tools and uten-

sils can make good gifts. Chef Keith Sarasin 
of The Farmer’s Dinner said Wusthof, 
Miyabi and Shun are all great options for a 
knife set. For those who already have their 
own set of knives that they love, a knife 
sharpener or a bamboo cutting board could 
also work.

Susan Nye of Around the Table, a New 
Hampshire-based recipe blog, said one of 
her favorite kitchen tools to give as a gift is 
a mini food processor from either Cuisinart 
or KitchenAid.

“I use it all the time for things like sal-
ad dressings, salsas, tapenades, that type of 
thing,” Nye said. “It also has an attachment 
for chopping, so I use that to chop things 
like garlic or nuts.”

Vitamix-brand blenders, Sarasin said, are 
great tools if you’re making bisques. He 
also has an Instant Pot multicooker he uses 
all the time, which can cook anything from 
rice to slow-cooked meats. They also have 
air frying attachments.

Silicone baking mats are a favorite of 
Casie Ulliani of Sweet 23 Confections 
& Treats, a homestead business based in 
Derry — she specializes in French mac-
arons and prefers the silicone mats over 
parchment paper for its reusability and uni-
formity in baking. Silpat and Fat Daddio’s 
are her two favorite brands.

When it comes to saving and storing 
food, Sarasin said reusable meal prep con-
tainers have started becoming popular. 
There are also a variety of vacuum sealers 
on the market. 

Dark chocolate cocoa bombs from Loon Chocolate in 
Manchester. Courtesy photo.
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Thank You to our 
customers and 

community for your 
continued support!

Call for Reservations

603.935.9740 | fireflyNH.com
22 Concord Street, Manchester

Take Out • Local Delivery • Holiday Gift Boxes
Gift Cards • Visit Our Website For Gift Ideas

Here’s to a 

Safe
&

Intimate
holiday season

130198

www.fireflynh.com
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By Matt Ingersoll
mingersoll@hippopress.com

Trinidad and Tobago native Shelly-Anne 
Storer was a cake decorator at Triolo’s Bak-
ery in Bedford up until its permanent closure 
in late May. In the months that followed, the 
self-taught baker and cake designer kept a 
blog on Instagram to stay busy and eventu-
ally began working toward starting her own 
business.

Wild Orchid Bakery, on track to open in 
the coming weeks in Manchester near the 
Bedford town line, can best be described 
as an Island-style bakery and tea boutique. 
That’s because, according to Storer, many of 
the sweet and savory offerings are inspired 
by flavors of her homeland. The bakery’s 
name, she said, even comes from a connec-
tion she made between Trinidad and New 
Hampshire — both feature an abundance of 
wildflowers.

“I wanted to open an Island-style bak-
ery because I know that there is a cluster 
of Islanders here … but they’re lacking 
this entity in New Hampshire,” said Storer, 
who has lived in the United States since late 
2013. “I have to go to Boston if I’m craving 
anything Trinidad-oriented, just to get those 
local products that I miss from home.”

Offerings you can expect at the bakery 
when it opens include Trinidadian coconut 
rolls; callaloo, or a boiled dish with spin-
ach, garlic, coconut milk, pumpkin and 
okra; and saltfish buljol, or a salad dish of 
chopped fish, tomatoes and other veggies. 
Seasonal items, like Tobago curry crab and 
dumplings; and shark and bake, a popular 
Trinidadian street food, will follow suit.

In addition to cooking some of her favor-
ite dishes she grew up with, Storer will 
have a regular menu of pastries and baked 
goods, like cupcakes, cookies, cheesecakes, 
brownies, scones, sticky buns, pies, tarts, 
eclairs and sweet breads. She also makes 

custom cakes and has her own line of gour-
met doughnuts, from apple pie and lemon 
meringue to chocolate chip Oreo flavors. 

Many of her doughnuts are regularly 
stocked at Hometown Coffee Roasters’ cof-
fee bar on Old Granite Street in Manchester, 
and Storer will likewise partner with own-
er Mike Brown to feature his coffee at the 
bakery. Brown has even provided her with a 
custom espresso machine and will train her 
staff on how to use his coffee blends.

“It works out perfectly for us,” she 
said. “You can come here or you can go to 
Hometown [Coffee Roasters] and get my 
doughnuts and his coffee at both places. It’s 
like a synergy that we have going for Man-
chester, which I’m happy to support.”

On a table in the center of the bakery Stor-
er plans to feature all types of locally made 
products for sale through partnerships with 
other area businesses. The bakery will like-
ly close around 4 p.m. each day with the 
exception of Saturdays, when she hopes to 
close a few hours early and utilize the space 
for public events and functions. Within six 
months, she plans to acquire a liquor license, 
so mimosas, Island-style daiquiris, sangrias 
and other cocktails can be served. 

Shelly-Anne Storer. Courrtesy photo. Cake by Shelly-Anne Storer. Courrtesy photo.

FOOD

Island indulgences
Wild Orchid Bakery to open in Manchester

Wild Orchid Bakery

An opening date is expected in the com-
ing weeks. Visit their website, call or follow 
them on social media for updates.

Where: 484 S. Main St., Manchester
Anticipated hours: 6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
most days (The bakery will be closed on 
Sundays and Mondays and will likely close 
a few hours early on Saturdays to accommo-
date private functions)
More info: Visit wildorchidbakery.com, 
find them on Facebook and Instagram @
wildorchidbakery or call 935-7338
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An Award Winning Gourmet Shop 
Serving New Hampshire for 40 years!

Call Now, Angela’s dedicated experts will help you 

design a basket to impress.

815 Chestnut St. Manchester • 625-9544
AngelasPastaAndCheese.com • Mon–Fri: 9–6 • Sat: 9-4

Hostess gifts, Corporate gifts 

or gifts for any occasion & pricepoint

13
26
15

CurlyMoe Larry

www.angelaspastaandcheese.com
www.blackcovebeverages.com
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Kitchen 
WITH THERESA ZWART
Theresa Zwart of Derry is the owner of 603 Charcuterie 
(603charcuterie.com, find them on Facebook and Instagram), 
a new business specializing in customizable charcuterie to-go 
platters, featuring a variety of cheeses, meats, crackers, jams 
and other items. She currently operates on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays as well as most holidays, accepting orders via phone, email or social media mes-
sages. Charcuterie platters are available in several sizes. 603 Charcuterie is currently offering a 
special antipasto charcuterie wreath for the holidays.

What is your must-have kitchen item?
The only utensil I use — a knife!

What would you have for your last meal?
Fancy cheeses. Manchego is my favorite. It’s a 

very dry cheese, similar to Parmesan.

What is your favorite local restaurant?
Gauchos Churrascaria Brazilian Steakhouse 

[in Manchester]. I love all of the yummy meat 
and fish choices brought around to you by the 
waiters. Probably why I love charcuterie boards 
so much.

What celebrity would you like to see ordering 
a charcuterie platter from you?

Jennifer Lawrence. I feel like she would 
aggressively and wholeheartedly love these 
cheeses and meats.

What is your personal favorite type of plat-
ter you’ve made for someone since starting this 
business?

My first one. I brought it in as a gift for my 
co-workers … and they all encouraged me to sell 
these. … It was basically similar to my extra-
large order, so it had seven different cheeses, five 
different meats and a couple of different jams. It 
was a pretty big variety.

What’s the biggest food trend in New Hamp-
shire right now?

I’m going with breweries. They’re popping up 
all over the place and almost everyone I know of 
goes to them. I personally love them as well. 

What is your favorite thing to cook at home?
Anything on the grill! Steak tips, turkey tips, 

any vegetable, chicken, pizza, all of it.
— Matt Ingersoll 

Caramelized onion and fig jam baked brie
From the kitchen of Theresa Zwart of 603 Charcuterie (603charcuterie.com)

1 wheel of brie cheese (4 to 5 inches in diameter)
½ large sweet yellow onion
1 tablespoon light brown sugar
2 tablespoons olive oil
Pinch of salt and pepper
3 tablespoons fig jam
1 container/tube store-bought puff pastry
1 tablespoon flour
1 egg
Choice of dipping items (such as apple slices, 
crackers or baguettes)

Slice onion, then heat in a skillet on medium-high 
heat with olive oil. After five minutes, turn on 

low to medium heat, then add brown sugar, salt 
and pepper. Keep stirring occasionally for 15 to 
20 minutes, until onions are nice and caramel-
ized. Preheat the oven at 400 degrees. Roll pastry 
dough out with the flour, big enough to cover the 
whole wheel of brie. Place brie in the center of the 
dough. Top with fig jam and caramelized onions. 
Wrap the dough all the way on top of the brie, 
overlapping the edges of dough for full coverage. 
Paint an egg wash on the outside of the dough. 
Bake for 30 to 35 minutes, until the dough is gold-
en brown. Let it sit for 15 minutes and serve with 
dipping choices.
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FARM STAND
OPEN DAILY 9AM - 6PM

www.macksapples.com
230 Mammoth Rd. Londonderry

Call our Hotline for info 603-432-3456
132893

OPEN ALL WINTER

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF APPLES, 
SQUASH, CIDER, LOCAL HONEY, 

MAPLE SYRUP & APPLEWOOD
    WREATHS, KISSING BALLS, ROPING,

      CUSTOM MADE GIFT BASKETS, GRAB ‘N GO 
GIFT BAGS, AND MANY HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!  

Holiday Roasts

603-483-4888 | towncabin.com | 285 Old Candia Rd Candia, NH - Just off Exit 3 on Route 101

13
28
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Check out our Current 20 Tap 
Draft Beer Lineup on UntappdGift Cards Available

At the Candia First Stoppe Country Store! Est. 2011

Party Platters

To Further Protect our Great Customers and Staff
Candia First Stoppe Country Store and Town Cabin 

Deli & Pub are now equipped with State of the Art, 
NASA approved Aqualite US ActivePure Air and 
Surface cleaning technology which is proven to 

safely remove 99.97% of airborne viruses as small 
as 0.1 micron, including COVID-19. In addition, since 

March, 2020 we have been 
following all CDC recommended practices related to 
COVID for operating Stores and Restaurants.

Place your Holiday Roast Order Today!
Visit the meat case for more information

BONELESS PRIME RIB
BONE-IN PRIME RIB
TENDERLOIN ROAST

BONELESS PORK LOIN

(Serves 10-25 people)
CHICKEN WINGS OR TENDERS 

PLATTER 3LBS OF WINGS!
VEGGIE PLATTER

CHEESE & CRACKER PLATTER

FRUIT PLATTER 
COOKIE  PLATTER

FINGER SANDWICH PLATTER
PARTY PLEASER PLATTER

ITALIAN PLATTER

         Pump 10 Gallons Of Gas
And Get 10% OFF In The Pub!

Show your fuel receipt to your server within 30 days, must be pumped 
at the Candia First Stoppe. One discount per guest check.

Weekly Pub Dine-In Specials!
Monday - All Burger Meals $7.99

Tuesday - 10 OZ Steak Tips with Sides $9.99
Wednesday - 2 for 1 Fish and Chips
Thursday - All Pasta Dishes $9.99

Friday & Saturday Nights - 
Prime Rib Dinner Specials 

Sunday - Large 2 Topping Pizza $9.99

Sunday Brunch
Coming Soon

www.macksapples.com
www.towncabin.com
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TRY THIS AT HOME
Mini cheesecakes

If I say cheesecake, your first thought is prob-
ably a sweet dessert topped with strawberries or 
hot fudge. Today I want to have you think about 
cheesecake as a savory dish.

Take a moment, and think about what makes 
cheesecake so enjoyable. Is it the creamy consis-
tency? Or perhaps it is the rich indulgence of the 
dish? Maybe it’s the fact that it usually is served 
for a special occasion.

Do all of those great reasons have to wait until 
dessert? Absolutely not! Why not have an appe-
tizer that is creamy and indulgent and makes the 
occasion feel special, even if it’s watching TV in 
your pajamas at home on a Friday night?

Although cheesecake may seem daunting, in 
this mini version it’s almost foolproof. Follow the 
directions and you’ll have a delicious appetizer 
with about 30 minutes of work (and a few hours 
of waiting). 

What’s nice about these savory mini cheese-
cakes is that you can use an assortment of 
toppings. While testing this recipe, I enjoyed 
tomato jam on mine. My husband opted for an 
Italian olive relish. You also could use hot pep-

per jam, salsa or chutney. If you start thinking 
about all of the salsa and chutney options avail-
able, your choices are almost limitless.

Make a batch, and discover why cheesecake 
needs to be on your appetizer menu.

Michele Pesula Kuegler has been thinking 
about food her entire life. Since 2007, the New 
Hampshire native has been sharing these food 
thoughts and recipes at her blog, Think Tasty. Vis-
it thinktasty.com to find more of her recipes. 

Savory Mini Cheesecakes
Makes 12

1 1/2 cups butter cracker crumbs
6 tablespoons melted butter
8 ounces cream cheese, room temperature*
1 cup ricotta cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded Parmesan cheese
2 eggs
Pinch salt

Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
Grease the sides and bottoms of a muffin pan, 
or place a cupcake liner in each cup.
Combine cracker crumbs and butter in a 
small mixing bowl, mixing well.
Divide evenly among 12 muffin cups.
Press firmly into bottom.
Bake for 5 minutes.

In the bowl of a stand mixer, combine cream 
cheese, ricotta, Parmesan, egg and salt.
Using paddle attachment, mix on speed 4 for 
2 minutes, scraping down sides occasionally.
Remove muffin pan from oven, and allow to 
cool for 5 minutes.
Reduce oven to 300 degrees.
Divide cheesecake mixture evenly among the 
muffin cups.
Bake for 18 minutes. Edges should be firm, 
and middle should jiggle slightly.
Cool on counter for 30 minutes.
Cover, and refrigerate for at least 4 hours.
Serve with tomato jam, cranberry sauce or a 
savory chutney.
*You can use whole or low-fat cream cheese.
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      Local Farm Provisions:
• Produce from Vegetable Ranch
• Local eggs    • Cheese
• Pastas  `• Ramen

Home
for the

Holidays

SHOP.LOCALBASKIT.COM | 10 Ferry Street Concord | (603) 219-0882
132911

SHOP.LOCALBASKIT.COM

LOCALLY SOURCED MEAL KITS DELIVERED STATEWIDE • CRAFT BEER • WINE

NEW! Prepared Take & 
Bake Family Meals -

Lasagna or Mac & Cheese 

Great Gift Idea:

Give A Meal Kit!

Available Statewide

Custom Charcuteries

Our Concord Marketplace is stocked up for all your needs!
Walk in or shop online at SHOP.LOCALBASKIT.COM

Voted the Best 
Craft Beer selection

Wines & Craft Beer
HIPPO BEST OF 2020

SPECIALIZING IN INTIMATE BARN WEDDINGS
FOR 100 GUESTS OR LESS

WWW.JOSIAHSMEETINGHOUSE.COM

521 CALEF HIGHWAY

(RTE 125)
EPPING, NH 03042

603.397.9077

Josiah’s Meetinghouse

130408

 $12 or Buy a Gift Certificate 
and get 1 for $10

Season’s Eatings!

25 Main St. Goffstown Village • 497-8230 • Specials posted on Facebook

13
27

62

Indoor Dining and Take out is Always Available

Gift them award winning, 
made from scratch comfort food! 

Live Music 6-9pm
Thurs. Dec.10th - Jennifer Mitchell

Fri. Dec.11th - Arthur James
Sat. Dec.12th - Charlie Chronopoulos
Sun., Dec. 13th - Acoustic Sessions 

with Bob Pratte 3:30-6:30 pm

GIFT
DROP OFF

Goffstown Children's 
Christmas Project

Our 
Etched Pint 
Glasses are 

here!

www.josiahsmeetinghouse.com
www.shop.localbaskit.com
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DRINKS WITH JOHN FLADD
The Blue Train

Shortly after the end of the First World 
War, it became fashionable for wealthy 
British to spend at least part of their 
winter in Southern France. Their mon-
ey went further there and the Riviera had 
been spared the worst of the destruction 
during the War. They could see and be 
seen by their peers, while sitting in the 
sunshine and pretending to be bored by 
their privilege.

This was so common that a train ser-
vice developed to pick the Smart Set up 
in Calais, on the other side of the English 
Channel, then take them, via Paris, to 
different stops along the Mediterranean. 
Because the sleeper cars were painted 
blue, this train became known as The 
Blue Train.

One interesting aspect of this was that 
upper-class British adventurers start-
ed challenging each other to race the 
Blue Train across France in their cars. 
For a brief period of time this became 
a standing challenge, like swimming 
the Channel, or shooting leopards — a 
chance to show off for their peers and 
look good doing it. Because, of course, 
the other members of their social circle 
would be on the Blue Train itself.

“I say,” one of the passengers might 
say, pointing at a cloud of dust in the dis-
tance, “do you think that is Waldo and 
Reggie?’

“I believe it is! Oh, jolly good; we 
must drink a toast to them! Waiter!”

Which, theoretically, is where we get 
The Blue Train Cocktail.

If you go searching for a recipe for a 
Blue Train, you will find dozens, which 
vary wildly in their ingredients and 
methodology, but the oldest ones are 
extremely simple:

• Three parts brandy
• One part pineapple juice (Pineapple 

juice? Where did that come from?)
• An unspecified amount of Champagne
I like the romance of this drink and 

such a simple formula seemed extremely 
flexible, so I decided to try various riffs 
on it. Instead of Champagne, I substitut-
ed prosecco – because what am I, fancy? 
– and several different types of brandy:

• Several sources suggested using apri-
cot brandy and that seemed promising. 
As it turns out, not so much.

• Ginger brandy was even worse.
• Then I decided to return to the fruit 

theme and made a batch with blackberry 
brandy. Please, for the sake of everything 
that is good and wholesome, do not do 
this.

After a great deal of experimentation 
and heartache, I was able to fine-tune 
this recipe to its ideal proportions:

• Three parts brandy
• One part pineapple juice
• An unspecified amount of Champagne
(1) Shake the brandy and pineapple 

juice over ice.
(2) Strain into glasses
(3) Top with Champagne

This is not a drink that is meant to be 
sweet. If you use prosecco and a sweet 
brandy, it ends up tasting like cider, 
which is fine, but then, why not just 
drink cider? This drink calls for a drier, 
more bracing, more refined set of ingre-
dients. I am a big proponent of using 
bottom-shelf alcohols; when you are 
making cocktails with strong-flavored 
ingredients, the subtler nuances of more 
serious, expensive labels can easily get 
overwhelmed and covered up.

Not in this case. If you’ve got good 
brandy, self-respecting brandy, this is a 
good time to break it out. The same with 
the Champagne. I’m not saying to buy 
the best Champagne, but this is a good 
opportunity to use a dry Champagne that 

isn’t afraid to look at itself in the mirror. 
This is not a drink that was developed by 
people who cut corners.

Serve this with something salty, like 
caviar.

Or Cheez-Its.
John Fladd is a veteran Hippo writer, 

a father, writer and cocktail enthusiast, 
living in New Hampshire. 

A Blue Train. Photo by John Fladd.

Cocktail-inspired gift suggestions

• Truly excellent 
cocktail cherries — 
Bada Bing Cherries 
from Stonewall Kitch-
en ($7.95 for 13.5 oz., 
or $34.95 from 72 oz., 
if you’re really serious) 
A good cocktail cher-
ry can save a cocktail. 
A good cocktail cher-
ry can bring a moment 
of sunshine and con-
tentment in a gray and 
sullen world. These 
are very good cocktail 
cherries. They are rich and deeply flavored, 
with the slightest hint of muskiness, like a half-
heard whisper. And they fit in a stocking.

• A proper kitchen scale — KUBEI 
Upgraded Lager Size Digital Food Scale 
($23.99) Like many people over the past sever-
al months, I got sucked into the fraught world 
of sourdough bread. In theory it’s pretty sim-
ple. There are few ingredients. Peasants have 
been making it for centuries. In the trenches, 
though, sourdough is a cruel mistress who will 
toy with your emotions and leave you a spent, 
whimpering husk.

The secret to establishing detente with her is 
a good kitchen scale.

Weighing – especially by the gram – gives 
you freedom and power in the kitchen. Your 
measurements become precise. You use fewer 
dishes. You start writing weight-equivalents in 
your cookbooks.

This is an excellent, affordable scale. It 
switches easily between grams, ounces and 
pounds with the press of a button. It is bat-
tery-powered but can be plugged in or even 
recharged. It measures to an accuracy of a hun-
dredth of a gram. It has a tare button.

A tare button! 
If you don’t know what that is, you will. Oh, 

you will…
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486 Chestnut St., Manchester

669-4533

Voted #1 Eighteen years in a row!
New Owners, Same Great Pizza
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Try Our Donuts Saturdays & Sundays! 
www.thebakeshoponkelleystreet.com

171 Kelley St., Manchester • 624.3500
Tue–Fri 7:30–2 • Sat 8–2 • Sun 9–1 closed Mon 13
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Place your holiday orders now!

108 Chester Rd. Derry
(603) 437-0535

HOURS: Weekdays: 10-6
Sat. & Sun: 10-5

NH Maple syrup, Honey, Dairy & more
Fresh cut, NH grown Christmas trees, 

Wreaths & Holiday Decor

Winter Location 
Now Open!

132910

INDOOR PETTING FARM & PLAY AREA!
Farm store with our own fresh beef, 

pork, veggies!

www.thebakeshoponkelleystreet.com
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Mulled wine by the fire
Looking for a winter drink? Warm up with spices

By Fred Matuszewski
food@hippopress.com

The days are getting shorter and the nights 
cooler. The holiday season is upon us and the 
first snow has arrived. Wish to gather with 
friends? One way to gather with another couple 
or two is in your driveway or back yard around 
the firepit sipping on mulled wine.

Hot spiced wine, or mulled wine, has been 
around forever, it seems. Depending on its cul-
tural origins, it may be known as glühwein, 
vino caliente, glögg, vin brulé, bisschopswijn, 
vin chaud, candola, vinho quente, or by oth-
er monikers. Mulled wine exists in just about 
every European culture and the recipes for mak-
ing it appear to be limitless. In England mulled 
wine is known as Wassail, a name whose ori-
gins are Anglo Saxon. Like Christmas, this hot 
punch transformed itself from pagan rites to 
revolve around the coldest, darkest nights of 
the year. In its earliest form it was a drink made 
from mulled ale, curdled cream, roasted apples, 
eggs, cloves, ginger, nutmeg and sugar. It was 
served from huge bowls on New Year’s Eve and 
Twelfth Night (Jan. 6). This warm drink took on 
a significant cultural identity as through the cen-
turies it was used to toast the holidays.

Hot mulled wine can be a simple concoction 
prepared in a slow cooker or over the flames of 
that fire pit. In its simplest forms the ingredients 
consist of a bottle of robust red wine, an orange 
(or oranges) sliced into rounds, a half doz-
en whole cloves, a couple of cinnamon sticks, 
some star anise, honey to taste, and if you want, 
a measure of brandy. It takes literally five min-
utes to make and is scalable from two servings 
to enough for a large holiday gathering (for next 
year). 

For the wine, I selected Petite Petit by 
Michael David (originally priced at $19.99, on 
sale at the New Hampshire Liquor & Wine Out-
lets at $12.95). This wine is 85 percent petite 
sirah and 15 percent petit verdot. It is large and 
fruity with aromas of dark fruit, raspberry and 
plum. To the taste the black cherry “jammy” 
flavor comes through with some oak on the 
edges. This wine is perfect to use as a base for 

this concoction, as it will hold up well with the 
additions of fruit and spices. It is well-stocked 
throughout the state, and the price is so attrac-
tive! The petite sirah produces a deep-colored, 
robust, full-bodied peppery wine, with some 
tannins, that ages well. The petit verdot, used 
in blending the famous Bordeaux wines, has 
a dry, full-bodied taste of blackberry. Like the 
petite sirah, the strong tannins and high alco-
hol in the wine from this varietal allow it to age 
beautifully. It is perfectly matched to the petite 
sirah! These grapes are grown in Lodi, in San 
Joaquin County, in the center portion of Cali-
fornia’s Central Valley. With long hot summers, 
these grapes are allowed to ripen well to pro-
duce a lot of sugar.

Now, how to make mulled wine: Combine 
your ingredients in a saucepan and give them 
a stir. Heat the wine until it just barely reach-
es a simmer over medium heat. Remember, 
alcohol boils off at 173 degrees (F), so be care-
ful. Reduce the heat, cover and let simmer for 
15 minutes or so. Using a strainer remove the 
cloves, cinnamon sticks and star anise, and 
serve in heat-proof mugs garnished with the 
fruit and cinnamon sticks. Remember, this rec-
ipe is very flexible. You can include apple cider 
or orange juice in the mix. You can use sugar 
instead of the honey for a sweetener, although 
it is not as rich as honey. Additional fruit can 
include thinly sliced apples or frozen pitted 
cherries. Additional spices can include ginger, 
peeled and sliced, and a vanilla bean cut open 
from end to end. The options are limitless and 
the possibilities endless. 

Don’t let the cold, dark December days (and 
Covid) get to you. Invite a couple or two to 
gather around the fire pit and share the warmth 
of the holidays with a steaming mug of hot 
mulled wine. Savor the moments and cherish 
the memories of this time when we must be ever 
so creative in how we can remain connected.

Fred Matuszewski is a local architect and a 
foodie and wine geek, interested in the cultiva-
tion of the multiple strains and varieties of grapes 
and the industry of wine production and sales. 
Chief among his travels is an annual trip to the 
wine-producing areas of California.  

Courtesy photos
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OPEN ALL 

YEAR

MORE THAN JUST
ICE CREAM.

STOP BY FOR
LUNCH OR DINNER

GIFT CARDS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH OUR WEBSITE.

Two Convenient Locations Open year round!
7 DW Hwy, So. Nashua | 11am to 9pm

364 DW Hwy, Merrimack | 11am to 8pm
haywardsicecream.com

13
28
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www.giorgios.com | Try one of our three locations! 
MANCHESTER | MILFORD | MERRIMACK

Where  Passion 
            Meets  Family

We deliver with UberEats, GrubHub and DoorDash.

$10 OFF
YOUR VISIT

SPEND $50 OR MORE 
AND GET $10 OFF.

One coupon per couple. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Dine-in only. Cannot be used on 

alcoholic purchases. Expires 12/23/20

20% OFF
TAKE-OUT

Cannot be used on catering, Family First Meals, and 
Holiday Boxes. Discount cannot exceed $25.00. 

Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Expires 12/23/20

GIORGIO’S GIFT CARDS
RECEIVE $10 BONUS CARD 

WITH EVERY $50 IN GIFT CARD PURCHASES
Order online at www.giorgios.com

(Offer valid 11/1/20-12/23/20)

www.giorgios.com
www.haywardsicecream.com
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North End Shops at Livingston Park
545 Hooksett Rd, Manchester, NH

www.BertsBetterBeers.com|603.413.5992

Wrap up 
your holiday 
season
with a gift card 
for the beer, cider 
or mead lover in 
your life!

132850

132807

832 Elm St. • Manchester, NH • 603-218-3885
13 Warren St. • Concord, NH • 603-225-2591

Granite State
Candy Shoppe

Since 1927 www.GraniteStateCandyShoppe.com

Sweet Impression
Make a 

This holiday season

132661

Gourmet Hand-Dipped Chocolates
Freshly Roasted Nuts

Homemade Ice Cream
Molded Chocolates

Candy Novelties
Traditional Favorites

Classic Candies
Marzipan

Maple Syrup & More

Elegant Confections and other 
delights are the perfect way 

to show your appreciation this 
holiday season. Corporate Gifts 

are our specialty!

In Store Pickup and Online Ordering

www.granitestatecandyshoppe.com
www.bertsbetterbeers.com
www.cottonfood.com
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The Myrrhderers, The Myrrhderers Sleigh Christmas (self-released)
It was with great sadness that I read 

last week there’d be no live Trans 
Siberian Orchestra shows coming to 
the area, just a streaming thingama-
jig instead. I looked to the universe, 
hoping to be cheered up, and lo, hark, 
behold, a wonderful holiday EP from 
a bunch of trolling punks declar-
ing themselves to be a “North Pole 
punk-rock supergroup,” made up of 
members of “Dead Kringles, Prancid 
and Sleigher.” I immediately decided 
that the record would receive an A+ 
grade, then listened to all five songs, 
which literally only required 12 min-

utes out of my life. It’s all actually quite good if you like Good Charlotte demos 
and junk like that; their rub of “Deck The Halls” could actually be Green Day 
in Santa beards for all I know. “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” is straight-
edge-leaning punk-pop lunacy, and so on. These guys aren’t just pikers with an 
eight-track recorder from 1991, but I didn’t deduct points for their decent pro-
duction quality. Very tolerable. A+ — Eric W. Saeger

Deep Sea Diver, Impossible Weight (ATO Records)
This album being so good, I think 

I’ll pass on listening to their last 
couple of records, as the consensus 
seems to be that they’re not as ambi-
tious. The quartet is led by Seattleite 
Jessica Dobson, who in the past has 
played with a who’s-who of indie 
royalty (Shins, Spoon, Beck, oth-
ers), experiences that have helped 
to shape her into the closest thing to 
a millennials’ Chrissie Hynde that 
I’ve heard to date. There’s a palpa-
ble grunge edge to this stuff; “Lights 
Out” sounds like a cross between 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs (with regard to the 

vocal approach) and Superdrag (relative to the mashed-potato guitar sound), 
but she’s obviously got a jones for trip-hop, by the afterparty steez emanating 
from “Shattering The Hourglass.” So that’s all well and good, and the tunes, 
regardless of their disparate influences, sound like they belong together, but the 
killer bit is that Dobson’s songwriting is outstanding. Well worth your stream 
time. A+ — Eric W. Saeger 

POP CULTURE
MUSIC, BOOKS, GAMES, COMICS, MOVIES, DVDS, TV AND MORE

PLAYLIST
A seriously abridged compendium of recent and future CD releases

• Yee hah. It’s a landslide of new releases, vying for your Hanukk-
waanzmas dollar! I feel totally blessed this time of year, what with all the 
new albums coming out on Dec. 11, but honestly, this year I may not have 
enough snark left to deal with it all! I mean, just look, it’s a double-live 
album from Belle and Sebastian, called What To Look For In Summer, 
can you even stand it? Fifty million hipsters totally love dancing their hap-
py irony dance to BS’s gentle, inoffensive twee-pop, and they only dance 
harder when the song is so boring and unlistenable that all their friends 
give up on them forever, like all that stuff from Fold Your Hands Child, 
You Walk Like a Peasant (they played the whole album during their head-
lining stint at the Boaty Weekender festival, the famous gathering place 
for rich people with boats and stock options, and some of those live ver-
sions are on this album). The album starts off with a version of the Scottish 
beer-guzzling singalong “The Song of the Clyde,” isn’t that so awesome? 
I’m totally going to listen to this album on my schooner as I chase that dev-
il Moby Dick all over the seven seas, with my ironic hipster bos’n mates 
who all have mad harpoon skills and bunny tattoos!

• Wait, fam, look, we don’t just have young millennial hipster deck-
swabs to talk about, because thar she blows, a new album from Paul 
McCartney, titled McCartney III! I totally can’t remember the name of his 
old band, something like Herman’s Hermits, or Len, or whatever, but either 
way, this guy, whose eyelift surgery makes him look like Carol Channing 
at closing time at an after-hours bash, is at it again, just cold bringin’ the 
guitar-pop music, to teach you crazy Death Grips listeners how it’s done! 
Boy, I can hardly wait to dig my ears into the new version of “Coming 
Up,” any of you boomers remember that awful song? Ah, here it is. It 
sounds like it’s sung by drunken Ewoks who don’t know how to use their 
cheap downloadable music-making software. Gack, it’s even more horri-
ble than the original, so let’s put this aside for now and press on.

• Continuing our excursion to find musical coolness whilst sailing 
on board the Pequod, Canadian folkie duo Kacy & Clayton have been 
around since 2011, doing their part to bring good folkie-fied feels to the 
hipster whaling community and all young people who watch shows like 
Archer just to annoy their roommates. Their new album is Plastic Bouquet, 
a collaboration of sorts with New Zealand musician Marlon Williams! No, 
I have no idea who that is either, but whatever, yay Marlon Whastisname! 
The lead single, “I Wonder Why” mostly sounds like Roy Orbison, but it’s 
mostly an acoustic guitar thing, so there’s a rootsy Hank Williams feel to 
it as well. It’s OK. 

• Lastly, we should probably take a quick listen to whatever’s going on 
in the new M. Ward album, Think Of Spring, specifically the single “For 
Heaven’s Sake.” Spoiler: It’s a wispy, dreamy unplugged-strummy-guitar 
tune with way too much reverb on his voice. I suppose I’d love it if I were 
a salty hipster whaleboat swab born in 1987 instead of never-you-mind-all-
that, and had never listened to Simon & Garfunkel, because that’s kind of 
what it’s like, except it’s bare-bones. But I wasn’t, so I hereby rudely dis-
miss this song, with extreme prejudice. — Eric W. Saeger 
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Merry corona-mas 
everyone, as the science 
nerds like to say down at 
CDC headquarters! There’s 
still plenty of time to order 
holiday music CDs, so 
today I’ll look at albums 
this page has covered in 
the past, but first it’s your 
reminder of the festive 
songs I can’t stand in the 
least, like “Feliz Navidad,” 
“O Holy Night” and of course Billy Squier’s 
“Christmas Is A Time To Say I Love You,” 
which, yes, I already harped on a couple of 
weeks ago, but wait, go listen to it again, if 
your stomach can handle it. Isn’t his voice 
super-annoying, like, doesn’t he sound like 

some sort of post-punk WC 
Fields, as though he wants to 
say “Go away kid, ya bother 
me” after every line? I mean, 
sure, I’d rather be subjected 
to Billy Squier’s dumb song 
than “O Holy Night” while 
I’m in line at Walgreens buy-
ing some stupid last-minute 
thing, like my hatred for that 
song isn’t bone-marrow level 
the way it is with John Len-

non and Yoko Ono’s “Happy Christmas,” 
but — oh, you get the point. 

For more tolerable holiday sounds, let’s 
go all the way back to 2006 for til Tuesday 
front-lady Aimee Mann’s Another Drifter In 
The Snow. It’s a mellow, very listenable col-

lection, and her choices were 
all good: Mel Torme’s “The 
Christmas Song”; a bear-
able “Winter Wonderland” 
and for (polite) laughs, a rip 
of “You’re A Mean One, Mr. 
Grinch.”

In 2008 there was the 
charity-driven A Princeton 
Christmas: For The Chil-
dren Of Africa album, by 
Princeton Choirs. Beauti-
ful, reflective stuff for those quiet holiday 
nights, featuring donated tracks sung by The 
American Boychoir, The Westminster Con-
cert Bell Choir and several others. Fun fact 
for cynics: Despite all the holiness baked 
into the tracks, there nevertheless exists a 

one-star review on Amazon 
submitted by someone who 
freaked out over the fact 
that the Princeton Theolog-
ical Seminary Choir wasn’t 
brought into the mix. I real-
ly don’t need to expound on 
that, I’m sure.

If you’re in a local band, 
now’s a great time to let me 
know about your EP, your 

single, whatever’s on your mind. Let me 
know how you’re holding yourself together 
without being able to play shows or jam with 
your homies. Send a recipe for keema matar. 
Email esaeger@cyberontix.com for fastest 
response. 

26



HIPPO | DECEMBER 10 - 16, 2020 | PAGE 27

No Time Like the Future, by Michael J. Fox 
(Flatiron, 238 pages)

If Michael J. Fox hasn’t been on your radar 
screen since the 1980s, you’ve missed a lot. You 
probably know that he has Parkinson’s disease, 
a diagnosis he announced in 1998, and started a 
foundation to fund research, and that he contin-
ued to work, acting and writing.

But because he appears eternally youthful, it’s 
still jarring to learn that Marty McFly, that Alex 
P. Keaton, is the father of four adult children and 
sits around mourning his empty nest. Children 
are time machines, he writes in his latest mem-
oir No Time Like the Future, describing the “cruel 
velocity” with which our offspring catapult us 
into a future where, he says, “I wish away my 
time while I wait for my children to come and 
visit.”

Well. Didn’t see that coming when Fox was 
zipping around in Doc Brown’s DeLorean.

But Fox is now 59 and while that is young as 
Boomers go, he has been suffering the effects of 
a progressive neurological disease for 30 years, 
so the subtitle of this memoir is “an optimist con-
siders mortality.” Optimism has been part of his 
brand since the diagnosis — his previous books 
were titled Lucky Man and Always Looking Up, 
the latter of which became a documentary  called 
“Adventures of an Incurable Optimist.”

Lately, however, Fox says, there are days in 
which he wonders if he is out of the lemonade 
business, if it’s time to succumb to the lemons. 

He writes of possessing a body that has been 
weaponized — even with medication and regular 
physical therapy, his mobility and balance is so 
unpredictable that he is nervous about getting too 
close to his 90-year-old mother, for fear of knock-
ing her over. “I love my mother too much to give 
her a hug,” he writes.

It’s not just Parkinson’s that’s the problem, but 
the chaos caused by the disease. He frequently 
suffers from injuries caused by falling, a finger 
swollen so badly that doctors feared they might 
have to amputate; a pinched sciatic nerve that 

renders him unable to go on the beach during a 
family vacation to the Caribbean; a broken arm 
that required a stainless-steel plate and 19 screws 
to fix. And he also suffered a tumor on his spi-
nal cord that required a dangerous surgery two 
years ago.

The recounting of all these woes may seem like 
a proposal for the world’s worst book. Who, save 
the schadenfreudeans among us, wants to read 
238 pages of a likeable person’s suffering? But 
Fox pulls it off, because the book is well-craft-
ed, beginning and ending with a catastrophic fall, 
and the existential crisis that it represents, and it 
reveals an admirable mind, one that can fire off 
smart comic lines (“If Mike fell in the kitchen and 
no one was there to see him, would he still break 
his arm?”) while admitting despair.

It is the broken arm, not the disease, that 
pushes Fox to question whether his half-full 
philosophy of life is useful, to question wheth-
er being a “hopeaholic” (a term coined by artist 
Anna Deavere Smith) is actually harmful, both to 
him and to his fans.

“Have I oversold optimism as a panacea, com-
modified hope? Have I been an honest broker 
with the Parkinson’s community?” he wonders 
in anguish. “The understanding I’ve reached with 
Parkinson’s is sincere, but the expression of it 
risks being glib. … In telling other patients, ‘Chin 
up! It will be okay!’ did I look to them to validate 
my optimism? Is it because I needed to believe 
it myself?”

This is particularly relevant, because Fox’s 

reminiscing makes it clear that, despite his harsh 
trials, he dwells on a plane distant from most suf-
fering mortals. When he drinks pina coladas in 
the Caribbean, he does so with Keith Richards; 
he is wealthy, able to afford the best of care and 
exotic vacations. It’s easier to view the glass as 
half full when it contains Dom Perignon, not 
vinegar.

But Fox is markedly self-aware and comes 
to believe that his attitude has become too cav-
alier, that he has spent too much time focusing 
on his body and its assorted travails, and that he 
needs to spend more time examining his mind-
set. He notes that while Franklin D. Roosevelt is 
known for saying, “We have nothing to fear but 
fear itself,” in the same speech Roosevelt said, 
“Only a foolish optimist can deny the dark reali-
ties of the moment.”

I’ll not spoil the ending by revealing Fox’s 
conclusion, only say that No Time Like the Future 
is occasionally disjointed but assembles itself 
nicely by the end and is a surprisingly thoughtful 
memoir by one of America’s most beloved celeb-
rities. Michael J. Fox is not Alex P. Keaton but for 
the earnestness; he is not Marty McFly, but for 
the zeal; but he is the rare enduring celebrity who 
deserves a platform, and continued applause. 
(His foundation has funded $1 billion in Parkin-
son’s research.) Still, this memoir, his fourth, is 
gritty and maybe not the inspiration that people 
newly diagnosed with Parkinson’s might want. 
Gift carefully. B 

— Jennifer Graham 

POP CULTURE BOOKS

Expanded
Holiday & Winter

Schedules!

ConwayScenic.com
(603) 356-5251
38 Norcross Circle | North Conway Village | Children under 4 ride FREE in Coach.

SANTA’S HOLIDAY EXPRESS
Nov 27-29, Dec 5-6, 12-13, 19-23
Trains board at 11:30pm, 1:30pm & 3:30pm
Plus, Fridays Dec 4, 11 and 18 departure at 3:30pm (only)

WINTER VALLEY TRAINS
Dec 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, Dec 26-Jan 2&3

SNOW TRAINS
Run to Attitash weekends from Jan 9th to
the end of February, plus Presidents Week.
Check website for details and train schedules. 

132391

www.conwayscenic.com
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BOOK NOTES

Books can be the best gift — or the worst.
On the plus side they are easy to wrap and relatively cheap 

to mail. You have literally millions of choices and are not 
limited to books published recently. Vintage signed copies 
of an author someone loves makes a wonderful gift (even if 
it’s inscribed to someone else), which leads to another plus: 
Books endure and are a tangible sign of your affection.

And a gift book can easily be made to pop with a few 
thoughtful additions, such as a book light to attach for night 
reading. (Note to my mother: I am all about the fingerless 
gloves imprinted with passages from A Christmas Carol on 
the literati website Storiarts.)

But a book is only a good gift if chosen with a high degree 
of sensitivity. How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi (One 
World, 320 pages), is popular this year, but it’s difficult to give 
because of the implication. Same with Joel Osteen’s Empty Out 
the Negative (Faithwords, 160 pages) or any kind of self-im-
provement book. Novels, too, tough. For a few years, I tried 
giving friends a copy of the best book I’d read that year but 
found they don’t always share my enthusiasm. And J.K. Rowl-
ing has a new children’s book out, but we have to tiptoe around 
her this year.

That said, there are some books that are pretty much 
guaranteed to please people in certain categories. Below is 
a roundup of suggestions from a serial book giver.

For Democrats: A Promised Land, by Barack Obama 
(Crown, 768 pages) or My Own Words by Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg (Simon & Schuster, 400 pages)

For Trumpy Republicans: Liberal Privilege by Donald 
Trump Jr. (self-published, no word count available) or Live 
Free or Die by Sean Hannity (Threshold, 352 pages)

For Never-Trump Republicans: It Was All a Lie, How 
the Republican Party Became Donald Trump by Stuart Ste-
vens (Knopf, 256 pages) or Reaganland: America’s Turn 
Right, by Rick Perlstein (Simon & Schuster, 1,120 pages, not 
a typo)

For Health Geeks: Clean, the New Science of Skin by 
James Hamblin (Riverhead, 288 pages)

For Nature Lovers: What It’s Like to Be a Bird, by David 
Allen Sibley (Knopf, 240 pages) or The   Hidden Life of Trees by 
Peter Wohlleben, (Greystone, 288 pages)

For Shakespeare Buffs:  Shakespeare in a Divided America 
by James Shapiro (Penguin, 320 pages)

For Beatles Buffs: 150 Glimpses of the Beatles, by Craig 
Brown (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 592 pages)

For Young Children (and Their Parents): No More Naps! 
by Chris Grabenstein (Random House Books for Young Read-
ers, 40 pages)

For Animal Lovers: Dog Songs by Mary Oliver (Penguin, 144 pages) or Feline 
Philosophy: Cats and the Meaning of Life by John Gray (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 128 pages)

For Anyone Who Loves Christmas: Christmas at the Vinyl Cafe by Stuart McLean (Penguin, 
272 pages) or A Literary Holiday Cookbook by Alison Walsh (Skyhorse, 272 pages)

—  Jennifer Graham
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Manchester

Craft Market

• Most fun Shopping 
    Experience in an Indie Shop
• Best Retail Store with Standout Service
    During the Shutdown (Runner Up)
• Best Artists Market (Honorable Mention)
• Best Place to buy a Unique Gift 
    (Manchester area 2019)
Over 180 New England Makers and small businesses,

handmade items including your fair favorites!
Missing the holiday fairs this year? 

Find your favorite makers here!

At the Mall of New Hampshire
across from Olympia Sports

Follow us on Facebook
at Manchester
Craft Market

HIPPO BEST OF 2020

Books 
Author events 
• SUSAN CONLEY Author 
presents Landslide. Hosted by 
Gibson’s Bookstore in Concord. 
Online, via Zoom. Thurs., Feb. 
11, 7 p.m. Registration required. 
Visit gibsonsbookstore.com or 
call 224-0562. 
• THERESA CAPUTO the star 
of TLC’s Long Island Medium 
will present “Theresa Caputo: 
The Experience Live” at the 
Capitol Center for the Arts (44 S. 
Main St. Concord, ccanh.com) on 
Wed., April 7, 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
start at $39.75 (with option for a 
VIP Photo Op for an additional 
$49.95). 

Book Clubs 
• BOOKERY Online. Monthly. 
Third Thursday, 6 p.m. Bookstore 
based in Manchester. Visit book-
erymht.com/online-book-club or 
call 836-6600.
• GIBSON’S BOOKSTORE 
Online, via Zoom. Monthly. First 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. Bookstore 
based in Concord. Visit gibsons-
bookstore.com/gibsons-book-
club-2020-2021 or call 224-0562.
• TO SHARE BREWING 
CO. 720 Union St., Manches-
ter. Monthly. Second Thursday, 
6 p.m. RSVP required. Visit 
tosharebrewing.com or call 836-
6947. 

Writing 
• POSTCARD POETRY CON-
TEST Peterborough Poetry Proj-
ect seeks submissions of original 
poems written on picture postcards 
for an upcoming anthology. Dead-
line is Dec. 31. Visit peterborough-
poetryproject.org/contests for more 
information. 
• CALL FOR BLACK WRIT-
ERS New Hampshire-based theater 
company and playwright collective 
New World Theatre announces an 
open call to Black writers to sub-
mit monologues that reflect their 
personal experience of living while 
black, to be published in an anthol-
ogy titled “08:46.” The deadline for 
submissions is Jan. 1, 2021. Visit 
newworldtheatre.org/08m46s.

131676

www.nhti.edu/admissions
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Mank (R)
Screenwriter Herman Mankiewicz 

writes Citizen Kane while recuperating 
from injury and Citizen Kane-ily reflect-
ing on his career in Hollywood in Mank, 
the most made-for-Oscar-nominations 
movie I have ever seen.

It is a movie about the movies featuring a char-
acter whose name is on one of the Academy 
Awards’ prizes (that being the Irving G. Thalberg 
Memorial Award; the Irving Thalberg played 
by Ferdinand Kingsley here is worth his own 
biopic). Many of the towering figures of 1930s 
Hollywood appear in this movie set in southern 
California that somehow captures, despite being 
in black and white, the sunny California-ness. 
And you get the intersection of California poli-
tics and Hollywood (and the conservative politics 
of corporate Hollywood clashing with the liberal 
politics of creative Hollywood) and a testament/
cautionary tale about the power of movie mag-
ic storytelling in a real political world. There’s a 
“fake newsreel”! This movie has everything!

When we meet Herman Mankiewicz (Gary 
Oldman) in 1940, he has recently been in a car 
accident and has been given a place out toward 
the southern California desert to recuperate, a 
nurse (Monika Gossman) to care for him and an 
assistant, Rita Alexander (Lily Collins), for him 
to dictate his screenplay to. All of this comes 
courtesy Orson Welles (Tom Burke), who has 
hired him to write a screenplay (or begin the 
writing that the two would complete; look, the 
authorship of Citizen Kane is a whole thing — 
what I’m talking about here is what this movie 
tells us about a screenplay that would ultimate-
ly have both Mankiewicz’s and Welles’ names). 
John Houseman (Sam Troughton) is to work as 

editor on the project and it seems understood by 
everybody, immediately, that what Mank is doing 
is a potentially dangerous undertaking. Even 
Alexander, a British lady who is more concerned 
about her RAF pilot husband’s survival than 
Mank’s career woes, immediately knows that the 
great man in decline that Mank is writing about 
is a thinly veiled riff on media magnate William 
Randolph Hearst (Charles Dance), which would 
make his ditzy showgirl wife a take on Marion 
Davies (Amanda Seyfried), even though Mank 
insists he doesn’t mean it to be her. 

In flashbacks we see how Mank used to be a 
writer at MGM for Louis B. Mayer (Arliss How-
ard) and used to be a friend of Hearst and his 
mistress Marion Davies, having met her through 
her nephew, the writer Charles Lederer (Joseph 
Cross). The witty Mank was, for a while, a regu-
lar at gatherings at Hearst’s house in San Simeon, 
where he hung out with the likes of Mayer and 

Thalberg and saw their influence beyond media 
and into the world of state and national politics. 
Mank seems to want to appear above politics, 
playing the sarcastic wiseguy role, but the 1934 
governor’s race and Mayer’s and Hearst’s oppo-
sition to the Democratic candidate Upton Sinclair 
seems to make it increasingly hard for Mank to 
follow his wife Sara’s (Tuppence Middleton) “if 
you don’t have anything nice to say” advice. And 
then there’s his own self-destructive behavior — 
drinking and gambling and a fair amount of what 
seems like self-loathing. 

This feels like such a movie-nerd’s movie I’m 
not even sure how to judge it. I mean, do I love 
it? Sure, it checks all the boxes for a movie geek, 
with movie nostalgia (or not nostalgia, really, 
because I’m not 110 years old but, like, reveling 
in the fantasy, mostly built by movies, of the ear-
ly days of Hollywood) that packs an extra punch 
both because I haven’t been seeing big Holly-

wood movies in theaters and because the industry 
and its future are suddenly, here in 2020, so much 
in flux. I like all the technical elements of this 
movie, how in look and sound and scene tran-
sitions it looks like a 1940s film. Specifically, it 
uses a lot of Citizen Kane visual and storytelling 
elements and, sure, it does so very self-conscious-
ly, but it doesn’t make me like it any less.

Oldman’s performance feels, well, 
Oscar-bait-y in the extreme but captivating none-
theless. He’s not just Herman Mankiewicz; he’s 
a Herman Mankiewicz-y version of the Herman 
Mankiewicz character in highly stylized movie. 
It is not a natural performance, I guess is what 
I’m saying, nor is anybody else’s, but I bought it. 

Look, this is 2020 and for those of us out in the 
movie fan universe (i.e. not going to virtual film 
festivals or working for film studios) this glossy 
Netflix bit of concession stand candy is probably 
as Hollywood as it’s going to get for us. This was 
probably always going to be an enjoyable movie 
to me, but under these circumstances it felt like an 
extra special bit of movie magic. A- 

Rated R for some language. Directed by David 
Fincher with a screenplay by Jack Fincher, Mank 
is two hours and 11 minutes long and distributed 
by Netflix. 

Mank

POP CULTURE FILM REVIEWS BY AMY DIAZ

Film
Movie screenings, movie-themed 
happenings & virtual events

Venues
Capitol Center for the Arts
44 S. Main St., Concord
225-1111, ccanh.com

Chunky’s Cinema Pub 
707 Huse Road, Manchester; 
151 Coliseum Ave., Nashua; 150 
Bridge St., Pelham, chunkys.com 

Dana Center
Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive, Man-
chester, anselm.edu

The Flying Monkey
39 Main St., Plymouth
536-2551, flyingmonkeynh.com

Red River Theatres
11 S. Main St., Concord
224-4600, redrivertheatres.org

Films
• Red River Virtual Cinema Red 
River Theatres is offering indie, 
foreign language and documentary 
films via a virtual cinema experi-
ence. See the ever-changing lineup 
on the website. 
• Eleanor’s Very Merry Christmas 
— A Musical, based on the book, 
the musical tells the story of a rag 
doll at the North Pole searching for 
a family of her own. This produc-
tion is available for livestream via 

the Cap Center through Dec. 27. 
Tickets start at $20 (plus a $3 fee) 
for streaming; packages with games 
and other items are available. 
• Elf (PG, 2003) a 21+ screening at 
Chunky’s in Manchester, Nashua 
and Pelham on Thursday, Dec. 10, 
at 8 p.m. Tickets $4.99.
• Buster Keaton Double Feature 
including silent films Go West 
(1925) and Battling Butler (1926) 
will screen on Friday, Dec. 11, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Flying Monkey with 

live musical accompaniment by Jeff 
Rapsis. Tickets $10.
• A Celtic Christmas — Jordan TW 
Trio A virtual concert, Friday, Dec. 
11, 7:30 p.m. via the Dana Center. 
• Die Hard is a Christmas 
Movie A 21+ screening of the 
R-rated 1988 Bruce Willis film 
on Friday, Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m. 
at Chunky’s in Manchester and 
Nashua. Tickets cost $4.99.
• Polar Express (G, 2004) screen-
ings at Chunky’s in Manchester, 

Nashua and Pelham on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, and Sunday, Dec. 13, at 
9 a.m., noon, 3:15 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Tickets cost $4.99.
• Colin & Brad: Stream of Con-
sciousness Improv comedians 
who appeared on Whose Line Is 
It Anyway? will offer live improv 
Zoom shows on Sunday, Dec. 13, 
and Saturday, Dec. 19, all at 8 
p.m. Tickets $35 (plus a fee) and 
give one device access. Offered 
through the Cap Center. 

Hillbilly Elegy

Ron Howard directed this adaptation of 
J.D. Vance’s 2016 memoir and it’s stream-
ing on Netflix now. It stars Glenn Close and 
Amy Adams — both of whom seem to be 
trying hard for their elusive Oscar wins. 
Find Amy Diaz’s thoughts on Hillbilly Ele-
gy at hippopress.com, available for free 
thanks to our members and contributors.

132907

Doggie Daycare 7 Days a Week
Holiday Boarding - Book Today!

HIPPO BEST OF 2019

Pet Obedience • Competitive Obedience
Agility, Rally & Conformation Training

LIVE WEBCAMS

Boarding & Day Care
Tiny Tot Room & Access to Aquatic Fitness Room

PROVEN Professional Trainers on Staff

AmericanK9Country.com |  672 8448
336 Route 101, Amherst, NH 03031 | Follow us! 

From Out Of The Woods Antiques
Over 30 years buying locally

Donna 
603-391-6550

13
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Buying 
• Antiques 
• Jewelry
• Old Advertising Pieces
• Collectibles
• Gold Silver Coins

Same Day Service  
We replace Glass in
Heavy Equipment
Table Top’s & Mirror’s
Window Repairs 

11
11

53

1225 Hanover Street, Manchester 
622-6737 | manchesterautoglass.com

www.manchesterautoglass.com
www.americank9country.com
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By Michael Witthaus
mwitthaus@hippopress.com

While the making of Will Hatch’s first 
full-length album For You might be lik-
ened to a marathon, his new EP Downtown 
was more of a sprint. With extensive stu-
dio time and a long back and forth between 
Hatch and producer Immanuel the Libera-
tor, he spent over two years finishing the 
2018 disc.

This time around, it took just one day. 
Will Hatch & Co. — the singer-song-

writer, guitarist Taylor Pearson, mandolin 
player Brian Peasley and a rhythm sec-
tion of drummer Eric Ober and bassist Jon 
Cheney — rolled into Cambridge’s Bridge 
Sound & Stage in mid-October and knocked 
out Downtown’s six songs with alacrity.

Financial necessity was one reason for 
the quick turnaround. Money for studio 
time came from a single summer show, as 
the pandemic battered the music business. 
More than that, the band was primed. 

“We’ve been playing together for the 
past few years. … The lineup’s solidified, 
we’ve become a tighter unit,” Hatch said in 
a recent phone interview. “Plus, nobody’s 
playing a lot of gigs this year so we were 
just practicing over the summer.”

The approach that day — polish a track, 
do the take and move on to the next effort 
— worked perfectly and produced a spirit-
ed, capable effort. 

“We just wanted to do everything live and 
reflect what this band sounds like,” Hatch 
said, “rather than getting into a whole, you 
know, big studio creation.” 

The title cut, an upbeat country rocker 
about relationship breakdown, illustrates 
the group’s chemistry, while providing a 
template for the album, Hatch said. 

“While my solo performances are more 
melancholic, the band thrives on rau-
cous crowds and barroom antics,” he said. 
“Late-night Concord is a theme that runs 

throughout the tracks.”
Another high-energy highlight is a cover 

of “They’re Red Hot (Hot Tamales)” — 
perhaps the most rollicking song in blues 
legend Robert Johnson’s catalog. Hatch 
calls it one of his favorites on the new 
record. 

“We’ve been playing it a long time and 
it’s not an easy one, so I was pretty proud 
that we pulled that off,” he said. “It’s a fun 
song with a lot of weird changes and I was 
happy we were able to do that.” 

The EP’s other cover is “Waterbound,” a 
traditional folk song. The band also enjoyed 
laying down the last track of the day, “Beer 
Bottle Blues.”

“It has electric guitars on it, so it’s a lit-
tle more rock,” he said. “I think we were all 
happy with how that one came out; it’s  real 
clean and nice.”

The anchor of Downtown is the ballad 
“Kid From Holden” is based on a real trag-
edy, the 2015 drowning death of Plymouth 
State University student Jake Nawn. Hatch 
describes friends leaving books by Nawn’s 
favorite writers with notes inserted in them 
to try and lure him out of the woods, and 

the frantic desperation of his family as the 
search dragged on. It’s a spellbinding sto-
ry song. 

“How many times did I pass him? / I nev-
er will know,” sings Hatch of Nawn, an 
aspiring writer beloved by classmates. “A 
poet he lived and a poet he died, but the riv-
er just came and it went.”

Hatch spoke of his need to “keep retell-
ing stories about local tragedies and keep 
them alive through folk music.”

A release show at Penuche’s Ale House 
will have a smaller, socially distanced 
crowd. With the recent spike in cases, it’s 
still scheduled to happen. 

“I don’t want to jinx anything, because 
everything is getting canceled,” Hatch said. 
“We’re just happy to have the opportunity 
to play out , even if it’s a small crowd. It’s 
just still nice for us to keep playing.” 

NITE
Downtown sound
Will Hatch celebrates new EP with release show

Will Hatch & Co. Courtesy photo.

By Michael Witthaus  
mwitthaus@hippopress.com

• Scene support: Among those hit hardest 
by this no good, awful, horrible, please-let-
it-end year are working musicians and the 
venues they play in. For the latter, a great 
present for your favorite fan is a gift cer-
tificate, or even a ticket for a future show. 
Tupelo Music Hall (tupelohall.com), Capitol 
Center for the Arts and Bank of NH Stage 
(ccanh.com) and The Palace and Rex (pal-
acetheatre.org) are among the places that 
could use a boost, and music lovers will 
appreciate something to anticipate.

• Teacher, teacher: Since March, it’s 
gone from total lockdown to sort of quar-
antined and back again; in short, a lot of 
time spent indoors, and more in the fore-
cast. So why not gift an experience that can 
be enjoyed in spite of the current malaise? 
Plenty of musicians are offering one-on-
one lessons via Zoom or Facetime, among 
them Danielle Miraglia, an ace blues gui-
tarist and stop box champion. Children or 
adults will love them. Half-hour slots are 
$37 each at daniellem.com.

• Get equipped: Learning to play 
requires an instrument, and a great 
resource is Manchester Music Mill. From 
a beginner’s Epiphone Les Paul Express 
six-string electric ($127) to a vintage 
1976 Gibson Johnny Smith Hollowbody 
approaching seven grand, they’ve got 
the aspiring musician covered. On the 
acoustic side there’s everything from an 
entry-level Cort Earth ($99) to top-of-the-
line Martins. Keyboards too — get in the 
game with a used Yamaha PSR portable or 
go all in with something grander. 

• Direct connect: There are a lot of ways 
to give local musicians some love. Buy a 
track or more on sites like SoundCloud or 
Bandcamp — among the artists with new 
offerings this year are Hunter, Conniption 
Fits, Dead Harrison, Town Meeting 

Will Hatch & Co. 

When: Saturday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m.
Where: Penuche’s Ale House, 6 Pleasant 
St., Concord
More: willhatchmusic.com
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Local music news & events
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Need
warehouse

space? 
Secure and 
temperature controlled 
storage available by 
the pallet, rack or 
cubic feet. Located in 
Manchester with easy 
access to highways.

Please email: Jody Reese
jreese@hippopress.com

13
17

36WE SELL PARTS!

12
62

73

Please mention 
this Hippo ad

FREE JUNK CAR REMOVAL!
We will pay up to $500 

for some cars and trucks.

55 Hall Rd.
Londonderry

425-2562

Gift Cards 
Always Make  
The Perfect Gift!

We love Vinyl!
Special ordering available

Over 3,000 New Vinyl Records in Stock

Open 7 Days • 603-644-0199 
1711 South Willow St. Manchester  

132884

Take 1/2 OFF All Used CDs and Movies
Through 12/31/2020

 musicconnection.us

$5.00 flat rate shipping anywhere in the U.S. until 12/14

2B Burnham Road | Hudson, NH
(603) 943-5250 | www.facebook.com/TheBar.Hudson

Check out our 
Live Entertainment Schedule 

on our Facebook Page!
Great hangout, great after work place, fantastic 

food & live entertainment on weekends!

Check out our Check out our Check out our 
Live Entertainment ScheduleLive Entertainment ScheduleLive Entertainment Schedule

LiveEntertainmentevery Friday& Saturday

116728
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Enjoy the Holidays with a 

Finely Crafted Cocktail

$4.99

Tropical 
Mule

Double Gold
Winner

 $1.00 off 
Retail $5.99

Two cocktails 
in every can!

$12.99
4 Pack

$2.00 off
Retail $14.99 

355 ML Per Can

BEDFORD 9 Leavy Dr. CONCORD Capitol Shopping Ctr, 80 Storrs 
St. CONWAY 234 White Mountain Hwy. EPPING 5 Brickyard 
Square GILFORD 18 Weirs Rd. GLEN Route 302 HAMPTON 

I-95S 73 | I-95N76 HOOKSETT 530 West River Rd. | 25 Springer 
Rd. | 1271 Hooksett Rd. KEENE 6 Ash Brook Court LEE 60 Calef 

Hwy. LITTLETON Globe Plaza Route 302, 568 Meadow St. 
LONDONDERRY 16 Michel’s Way MANCHESTER 68 Elm St. | 

North Side Plaza, 1100 Bicentennial Dr. MILFORD Market Basket 
Plaza, 21 Jones Rd. NASHUA Willow Spring Plaza, 294 DW 

Hwy. | 40 Northwest Blvd. | 25 Coliseum Ave. NEW HAMPTON 
325 NH Route 104 NORTH HAMPTON Village Shopping Ctr, 
69 Lafayette Rd. NORTH LONDONDERRY 137 Rockingham 

Rd. PEMBROKE Pembroke Crossing Place, 619 Sand Rd. 
PETERBOROUGH Peterboro Plaza #1, 19 Wilton Rd. PLAISTOW 

Market Basket Plaza, 32 Plaistow Rd. PLYMOUTH 494 Tenney 
Mountain Hwy. PORTSMOUTH Portsmouth Traffic Circle, 500 

Woodbury ROCHESTER Ridge Market Place, 170-1 Marketplace 
Blvd. SALEM Rockingham Mall, 92 Cluff Crossing Rd. SEABROOK 

Southgate Plaza, 380 Lafayette Rd. SOMERSWORTH 481 High 
St. WARNER 14 Nichols Mills Lane WEST CHESTERFIELD 

100 NH-9 WEST LEBANON 265 N Plainfield Rd.

Available Exclusively at these
NH Liquor & Wine Outlets!

~ Bar Quality ~
Classic

Cocktails
You can enjoy

anywhere
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Bedford
Copper Door
15 Leavy Dr.
488-2677

Bow
Cheng Yang Li 
520 S. Bow St.
228-8508

Bristol
Kathleen Irish Pub
90 Lake St.
744-6336

Brookline
The Alamo Texas Bar-
becue & Tequila Bar
99 Route 13
721-5000

Candia
Town Cabin Deli & 
Pub
285 Old Candia Road
483-4888

Concord
Area 23
State Street
881-9060

Cheers
17 Depot St.
228-0180

Concord Craft Brewing
117 Storrs St.
856-7625

Hermanos Cocina Mex-
icana
11 Hills Ave.
224-5669

Lithermans
126 Hall St., Unit B

Penuche’s Ale House
16 Bicentennial Square
228-9833

Epping
The Community Oven
24 Calef Hwy.
734-4543

Holy Grail
64 Main St.
679-9559

Telly’s 
235 Calef Hwy.
679-8225

Exeter
Sawbelly Brewing 
156 Epping Road
583-5080

Sea Dog Brewery
9 Water St.

Goffstown
Village Trestle
25 Main St.
497-8230

Hampton
Community Oven
845 Lafayette Road
601-6311

CR’s The Restaurant
287 Exeter Road
929-7972

The Goat
20 L St.
601-6928

Shane’s BBQ
61 High St.
601-7091

Wally’s Pub
144 Ashworth Ave.
926-6954

WHYM Craft Pub & 
Brewery
853 Lafayette Road
601-2801

Hudson
Luk’s Bar & Grill
142 Lowell Road
889-9900

Londonderry
Coach Stop Restaurant 
& Tavern
176 Mammoth Road
437-2022

Manchester
Backyard Brewery
1211 S. Mammoth 
Road
623-3545

Bonfire
950 Elm St.
663-7678

Derryfield Country 
Club
625 Mammoth Road
623-2880

The Foundry
50 Commercial St.
836-1925

Fratello’s
155 Dow St.
624-2022

KC’s Rib Shack
837 Second St.
627-RIBS

Penuche’s Music Hall
1087 Elm St.
932-2868

Salona Bar & Grill
128 Maple St.
624-4020

South Side Tavern
1279 S. Willow St.
935-9947

Stark Brewing Co.
500 Commercial St.
625-4444

Strange Brew
88 Market St. 
666-4292

Meredith
Hart’s Turkey Farm
223 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
279-6212

Twin Barns Brewing
194 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
279-0876

Nashua
American Social Club
166 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
255-8272

Fratello’s Italian Grille
194 Main St.
889-2022

Liquid Therapy
14 Court St.
402-9391

New Boston
Molly’s Tavern & 
Restaurant
35 Mont Vernon Road
487-1362

Newmarket
Stone Church
5 Granite St.
659-7700

Pittsfield
Main Street Grill & Bar
32 Main St.
435-0005

Plaistow
The Crow’s Nest
181 Plaistow Road

Portsmouth
Cisco Brewers
1 Redhook Way
430-8600

Dolphin Striker
15 Bow St.
431-5222

The Gas Light
64 Market St.
430-9122

The Goat
142 Congress St.
590-4628

The Statey Bar & Grill
238 Deer St.
431-4357

Rochester
Mitchell Hill BBQ Grill 
& Brew
50 N. Main St.
332-2537

Porter’s Pub
19 Hanson St.
330-1964

Rye
Atlantic Grill
5 Pioneer Road
433-3000

Salem
Copper Door
41 S. Broadway
458-2033

Seabrook
Chop Shop Pub
920 Lafayette Road
760-7706

Red’s Kitchen + Tavern
530 Lafayette Road
760-0030

Stratham
Tailgate Tavern
28 Portsmouth Ave. 
580-2294

Thursday, Dec. 10
Bedford
Copper Door: Justin Jordan, 7 
p.m.

Concord
Area 23: Vinyl night, 7 p.m.
Hermanos: Second Wind, 6:30 
p.m.

Epping
Telly’s: Matt Luneau, 7 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Chad Verbeck, 5 p.m.
Sea Dog: Gabby Martin, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Jennifer Mitch-
ell, 6 p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Ross McGinnes, 6 p.m.
Shane’s BBQ: Brad Bosse, 5 
p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Ted Solo, 5:30 p.m.

Meredith
Hart’s Turkey Farm: Game 
Time Trivia, 7 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Austin McCarthy, 
5:30 p.m.

Nashua
American Social Club: Matt 
Jackson, 8 p.m.
Fratello’s: Chris Lester, 5:30 
p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Richard Armion, 
6 p.m.

Rochester
Mitchell Hill BBQ: Game Time 
Trivia, 6 p.m.

Salem
Copper Door: Pete Peterson, 7 
p.m.

Seabrook
Red’s: Max Sullivan, 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 11
Concord
Area 23: Swappin’ Sets with 
Nate Cozzolino and Gardner 
Berry, 7 p.m.
Cheers: team trivia, 9 p.m.
Penuche’s: Lucas Gallo, 8 p.m.

Epping
Community Oven: Brad Bosse, 
5 p.m.
Telly’s: Brian Johnson, 8 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Elijah Clark, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Arthur James, 6 
p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Ross McGinnes, 6 p.m.
The Goat: Rob Pagnano, 9 p.m.
Wally’s: Pat Dowling, 9 p.m.
WHYM: Justin Jordan, 5 p.m.

Londonderry
Coach Stop: Ted Solo, 6 p.m.

Manchester
Backyard Brewery: Tim Kier-
stead, 6 p.m.
Bonfire: Maddi Ryan, 9 p.m.
Derryfield: Jonny Friday, 9 p.m.
The Foundry: Mikey G, 6 p.m.
Fratello’s: Jeff Mrozek, 5:30 
p.m.
South Side Tavern: Maven 
Jamz, 8 p.m.

Meredith
Twin Barns: Jeff Lines, 5 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Dave Zangri, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
American Social Club: Emily 
Rae Shively, 8 p.m.
Fratello’s: Malcolm Salls, 5:30 
p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Luke & Babe 
Condon of Town Meeting, 7 p.m.

Pittsfield
Main Street: Nicole Knox Mur-
phy, 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
Gas Light: Alex Roy, 7:30 p.m.
The Goat: Chris Toler, 9 p.m.

Rochester
Mitchell Hill Barbecue: Max 
Sullivan, 5 p.m.

Seabrook
Chop Shop: Whammer Jammer 
(a tribute to J. Geils Band), 7 p.m.

Stratham
Tailgate: Chad Verbeck, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 12
Bow
Chen Yang Li: Mikey G, 7 p.m.

Concord
Area 23: Saturday jam with 
Crazy Steve, 1 p.m.; Swappin’ 
Sets with Becca Myari and Brian 
Wall, 7 p.m.
Cheers: Lisa Guyer, 6 p.m.
Concord Brewing: Josh Foster, 
4 p.m.
Penuche’s: Will Hatch & Co., 8 
p.m.

Epping
Telly’s: Justin Jordan, 8 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Tombstone, 1 p.m.; 
Alan Roux, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Charlie Chro-
nopoulos, 6 p.m.

Hampton
The Goat: David Campbell, 9 
p.m.
Wally’s: Chris Toler, 9 p.m.
WHYM: Eric Grant, 5 p.m.

Hudson
Luk’s: Brad Bosse, 6:30 p.m.

Londonderry
Coach Stop: Joe McDonald, 6 
p.m.

Manchester
Backyard Brewery: Dwayne 
Haggins, 6 p.m.
Derryfield: Chad LaMarsh, 9 
p.m.
The Foundry: Karen Grenier, 6 
p.m.
Fratello’s: Malcolm Salls, 5:30 
p.m.

Meredith
Twin Barns Brewing: music 
bingo, 6 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Paul Gormley, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Tim Kierstead, 5:30 
p.m.
Liquid Therapy: Jeff Mrozek, 
6 p.m.

New Boston
Molly’s Tavern: Chad Verbeck, 
6:30 p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Ryan Montbleau 
celebrates 50th birthday for Stone 
Church Music Club, 6 & 9 p.m.

Portsmouth
Cisco: Gabby Martin, 4 p.m.
Gas Light: Rebecca Turmel, 
7:30 p.m.
The Goat: Mike Forgette, 9 p.m.
The Statey: Woodland Protocol, 
8 p.m.

Rochester
Porter’s: Max Sullivan, 6 p.m.

Seabrook
Chop Shop: ADHD (an AC/DC 
tribute band), 7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 13
Bedford
Copper Door: Nate Comp, 11 
a.m.; Chad LaMarsh, 4 p.m.

Brookline
Alamo: Brad Bosse, 4:30 p.m.

Concord
Hermanos: State Street Combo, 
6:30 p.m.
Lithermans: DJ Ras1, noon

Exeter
Sawbelly: Sunday Blues & 
Brews with Max Sullivan, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Bob Pratte, 3:30 
p.m. (acoustic sessions)

Manchester
The Foundry: NH Music Col-
lective artists, 9:30 a.m.

Music plays on

These listings for live music are compiled from press 
releases, restaurants’ websites and social media and art-
ists’ websites and social media. Call the venue to check 
on special rules and reservation instructions — and you 
may want to double check before you head out for the eve-
ning, as cancellations for weather or virus concerns are not 
uncommon. Get your gigs listed by sending information to 
music@hippopress.com. 
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Portsmouth
The Goat: Rob Pagnano, 9 p.m.

Salem
Copper Door: Phil Jakes, 11 
a.m.; Jodee Frawlee, 4 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 14
Concord
Hermanos: State Street Combo, 
6:30 p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Phil Jakes, 5:30 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Matt Luneau, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Amanda Cote, 5:30 
p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Musical Bingo 
Nation, 7 p.m.; Alex Anthony 
Band, 9 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 15
Concord
Hermanos: Kid Pinky, 6:30 p.m.

Hampton
Wally’s: Musical Bingo Nation, 
7:30 p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Ryan Williamson, 
5:30 p.m.
KC’s: Pete Peterson, 7 p.m.; open 
mic with Paul & Nate, 8 p.m.
Stark Brewing: Brad Bosse, 6 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Josh Foster, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Max Sullivan, 5:30 
p.m.

Pittsfield
Main Street: Brian Booth, 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Isaiah Bennett, 9 p.m.

Stratham
Tailgate: Musical Bingo Nation, 
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 16

Concord
Area 23: open mic, 6:23 p.m. 
(with a contest)
Hermanos: Kid Pinky, 6:30 p.m.

Hampton
Wally’s: Chris Toler, 9 p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Chris Lester, 5:30 
p.m.

Meredith
Twin Barns Brewing: trivia 
night, 6 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Brad Bosse, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Ryan Williamson, 
5:30 p.m.

Pittsfield
Main Street: trivia, 6:30 p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: MB Padfield, 9 p.m.
The Striker: George Belli, 7 
p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 17

Bedford
Copper Door: Tim Theriault, 7 
p.m.

Concord
Area 23: Dan Morgan, 6 p.m.
Hermanos: Paul Donahue, 6:30 
p.m.

NITE MUSIC THIS WEEK

Concerts
Note: Some venues have canceled 
their slate of upcoming perfor-
mances through the end of 2020 
but still have early 2021 events 
listed on their websites with tickets 
for sale. Though schedules for the 
early part of next year are likely to 
change, we have included events 
where tickets are still on sale. 
See venues for safety procedures, 
ticket information and information 
about rescheduled shows. 

Venues
Bank of NH Stage in Concord
16 S. Main St., Concord
225-1111, banknhstage.com

The Flying Monkey
39 Main St., Plymouth
536-2551, flyingmonkeynh.com

The Music Hall
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth
436-2400, themusichall.org

Palace Theatre
80 Hanover St., Manchester
668-5588, palacetheatre.org

Pasta Loft
241 Union Square, Milford

The Strand
20 Third St., Dover
343-1899, thestranddover.com

Tupelo Music Hall
10 A St., Derry
437-5100, tupelomusichall.com
 
Shows
• Geoff Tate Thursday, Dec. 10, at 
5 and 8 p.m.,Tupelo
• Matt Nakoa Friday, Dec. 11, at 
6 and 8 p.m., Music Hall
• Celia Woodsmith & Jason 
Anick Trio Saturday, Dec. 12, 6 
and 8 p.m., Music Hall
• Elton John Tribute Saturday, 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m., Pasta Loft Mil-
ford, presented by Headliners
• Treason Quartet featuring 

Stuart Dias of Soggy Po’ Boys 
Thursday, Dec. 17, at 6 and 8 p.m., 
Music Hall
• Sharon Jones Quartet Saturday, 
Dec. 19, 6 and 8 p.m., Music Hall
• Brooks Play Brooks (Garth 
Brooks tribute) Friday, Jan. 15, 
7:30 p.m., Palace Theatre
• Matt Nakoa Band Friday, Jan. 
15, 8 p.m., Bank of NH Stage in 
Concord 
• GA-20 Friday, Jan. 22, 8 p.m., 
Bank of NH Stage in Concord 
(livestream option available)
• Andrew North and the Rang-
ers Saturday, Jan. 30, 8 p.m., Bank 
of New Hampshire Stage in Con-
cord (livestream option available). 
• Dueling Pianos Saturday, Jan. 
30, 8 p.m., The Strand
• The Slambovian Circus of 
Dreams Friday, Feb. 5, 8 p.m., 
Bank of NH Stage in Concord 
• Croce Plays Croce (A.J. Croce 
performs the music of Jim Croce 
and more) Thursday, Feb. 11, at 
7:30 p.m., Flying Monkey

The Roundup
 Continued from page 30

and a joyful holiday album Dan Blakeslee. 
Grab a vinyl copy or some swag on a band 
website, and then put it under the tree. 
Nobody makes much from streaming, but 
ordering direct is a guaranteed way to max-
imize an artist’s profit.

• Be conventional: For those deserving of 
a sweeping gesture, big-ticket items are there 
to be found. Duetto is a $599-and-up table-

top radio/turntable combo that plays internet 
radio stations from around the world along 
with Spotify or Amazon Music while offer-
ing an outlet for when the retro mood strikes. 
Box sets this year include Tom Petty’s com-
plete Wildflowers sessions and Bob Dylan’s 
work with George Harrison from 1970. Find 
that last one and be a true hero — it’s very 
limited. 
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C A R S / T R U C K S 
WANTED!!!   All Makes/
Models 2002-2019! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. 
Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

Government program 
forgives up to 90% of Federal 
Student Loans. Call today to 
claim your benefits before 
Congress makes changes 
to eligibility requirements. 
CALL (888) 212-5612

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-565-8452 or www.
f r e e p h o n e s n o w . c o m / /
cadnet

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-855-481-3969 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/
national

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 

& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-855-
404-2366

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-855-781-1565

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Need IRS Relief $10K - 
$125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-
378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-337-8855 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/cadnet

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 

value!) Schedule your 
FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-447-
6780  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-866-586-7248

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best 

Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-
837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade 
Association we belong to has purchased 
the above classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but rather supply 
the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. Under NO 
circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its service. 
All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

INDEPENDENT FREE PAPERS 
OF AMERICA Dental Insurance

6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

1-877-308-2834
Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/cadnet

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help 
cover the services you’re most likely to use – 

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

URGENTLY HIRING
Industrial Sewing Machine Operators

No Experience Needed
$14/hr + 

Call 603-206-5689

MISSING PERSON
W Medical Needs

Manuel Soares, 37
5’ 9”, 200 lbs

Last Seen:
Manchester, NH
on 09/28/2020

Call Weare Police at
(603) 529-7788

FOR RENT
1 Bedroom Apartment In Derry, Nh

900.00 Monthly
Includes Electricity & Heating / Washer & Dryer

Second Floor / Private, Quiet Area
603-552-3295

77 Derry Rd. Hudson | TheHudsonMall.com 132592

 AutoZone • Fetch a Pet • Great Clips • Hannaford • H&R Block • Inner Dragon 
Martial Arts • Lavish Nail & Spa • McDonalds • Papa Gino’s • US Post Office

For all your pet needs.
PUPPIES-KITTENS-FISH-REPTILES

FOR AVAILABLE PETS PLEASE VISIT US AT fetchapetshop.com OR CALL 603-417-6896

www.thehudsonmall.com
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Epping
Telly’s: Clint LaPointe, 7 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Chad Verbeck, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Jeff Mrozek, 6 
p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Steve Subulkin, 6 p.m.
Community Oven: Brad Bosse, 
5 p.m.
Shane’s BBQ: Max Sullivan, 6 
p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Matt Luneau, 5:30 
p.m.

Meredith
Hart’s Turkey Farm: Game 
Time Trivia, 7 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Amanda Cote, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
American Social Club: Mal-
colm Salls, 8 p.m.
Fratello’s: Joe Winslow, 5:30 
p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Dave Gerard, 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Isaiah Bennett, 9 p.m.

Rochester
Mitchell Hill BBQ: Game Time 
Trivia, 6 p.m.

Rye
Atlantic Grill: Jodee Frawlee, 
5:30 p.m.

Salem
Copper Door: Chad LaMarsh, 
7 p.m.

NITE MUSIC THIS WEEK

COMEDY THIS WEEK AND BEYOND
Note: Some venues have canceled 
upcoming performances through the 
end of 2020 but still have early 2021 
events listed on their websites with 
tickets for sale. Though schedules 
are likely to change, we have includ-
ed events where tickets are still on 
sale. See venues for updates. 

Venues 
Chunky’s 
707 Huse Road, Manchester; 
151 Coliseum Ave., Nashua; 150 
Bridge St., Pelham, chunkys.com 

Kathleen Irish Pub
90 Lake St., Bristol
744-6336, kathleensirishpub.com

The Music Hall
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth 
436-2400, themusichall.org

The Flying Monkey
39 Main St., Plymouth
536-2551, flyingmonkeynh.com

Shows
• Dave Russo Chunky’s Manches-
ter, Friday, Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
• Amy Tee Chunky’s Nashua, Fri-
day, Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
• Juston McKinney Flying Mon-
key, Saturday, Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.
• Cottage Comedy Kathleen Irish 
Pub, Saturday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
• Dave Russo Chunky’s Pelham, 
Saturday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m.

• Drew Dunn Chunky’s Manches-
ter, Saturday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m.
• Amy Tee Chunky’s Manchester, 
Friday, Dec. 18, 8 p.m.
• Kelly MacFarland Chunky’s 
Nashua, Friday, Dec. 18, 8 p.m.
• Kelly MacFarland Chunky’s 
Manchester, Saturday, Dec. 19, 8 
p.m.
• Robbie Printz Chunky’s Nashua, 
Saturday, Dec. 19. 8 p.m.
• Juston McKinney: The Last 
Laugh Music Hall, Saturday, Dec. 
26, and Sunday, Dec. 27, at 5 and 8 
p.m. and Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 6:30 
p.m.
• Bob Marley Flying Monkey, 
Thursday, Dec. 31, 5:30 & 8:30 
p.m.
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DW Highway North • Manchester • northsideplazanh.com  
132129

Cityside Laundromat • Fantastic Sams • Hannaford Supermarket
H&R Block •  Mathnasium • NH Liquor & Wine Outlet 

New Happy Garden • Radiant Nail & Spa
Shorty’s Mexican Roadhouse • Workout Club

haircuts • colors • highlights • straightening • hair extensions

132704

www.northsideplazanh.com
www.palmergas.com
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ROCKANDROLLCROSSWORDS.com BY TODD SANTOS

I JUST CALLED TO SAY YOU’RE PUZZLED 

Across 
1. Stevie Wonder “No matter how far I trav-
el, no matter how far I __”
5. Rick Springfield saw the Tin Man and 
thought he was ‘Living __ __’ (2,2)
9. Wardrobe stitches or does this
13. Van Halen smelled the bacon and got 
‘__ __ Breakfast’ (2,3)
15. Maroon 5 saw us tearing up and sang 
‘__ Your Eyes’ w/Kleenex in hand
16. Wings ‘Live & Let Die’ b-side ‘__ __ 
Around’ (1,3)
17. ‘97 Harvey Danger ‘Flagpole Sitta’ 
album ‘Where Have All The __ __?’ (11,4)
20. ‘A Bit Of What You Fancy’ The __ 
Quireboys
21. Schoolhouse Rock song subject that’s 
not a verb
22. Iconic female singer James
24. Penniless band is like a boxer up 
against these
28. Inductees get validation in the Rock 
And __ (4,4,2,4)
33. A star’s autobiographical one can be 
partially fiction
34. Elton John’s close friends had to keep 
them on secrets
35. Prince band he did ‘Cream’ with (abbr)
36. Three Days Grace ‘Pain’ album (3,1)
37. Longed for new album or did this
39. Van Morrison “Like a full force __, I was 
lifted up again”
40. Skynyrd song about “outlaws, rene-
gades, rebels” (abbr)
41. Sing/songer Puthli from India
42. A smiling Darren Hayes has a great 
‘Sense Of __’
43. ‘97 Richie Kotzen album he finally 
spoke up on? (9,2,3)
47. Female-fronted death metal band 
Arch __
48. What ‘The Show Must’ do, to Three Dog 
Night (2,2)
49. Dylan & Clearmountain
52. Depeche Mode ‘It __ Matter Two’
56. ‘71 Stevie Wonder classic “__ me won’t 
you tell me?” (2,3,6,4)

61. ‘Love’s In __ Of Love Today’ Stevie 
Wonder 
62.‘Things That __ You Go Hmmmm’ C+C 
Music Factory
63. Beatles White Album song that goes 
with ‘Truffle’
64. ‘81 Def Leppard album left us ‘High __ 
__’ (1,3)
65. Country ‘Live Until I Die’ singer 
Walker
66. Iron And Wine wrote of a flowy ‘Lion’s’

Down
1. Phillip Lynott got drunk on ‘Jamaican 
__’
2. Former Skatalite Jackie
3.70s bushy disco do
4. Neil Diamond classic softrock staple 
‘September __’
5. Weird Al’s Huey Lewis parody ‘__ New 
Duck’ (1,4,1)
6. ‘Wouldn’t It Be Good’ Kershaw
7.  ‘96 Tonic hit ‘__ Up Your Eyes’
8. Smashing Pumpkins song that didn’t 
amount to even 1?
9. ‘07 Queensryche ‘Best Of’ ‘__ __ The 
Times’ (4,2)
10. Jeff Lynne ‘Out Of The Blue’ band 
(abbr)
11. Allman Bros ‘__, Lose Or Draw’
12. Some say Stevie Wonder can actually 
do this
14. ‘Wild One’ teen idol Bobby
18. Audioslave song about eater of 
sweaters?
19. What Jack Johnson does at the beach
23. Hombres didn’t care what we thought 
and just “Let it __ __ out!” (3,4)
25. ‘84 “Jump back, what’s that sound?” 
Van Halen smash
26. To give work to a roadie or do this
27. ‘Still The Same’ icon Bob
28. “I met him on a Monday and my heart 
stood still: Da do __ __” (3,3)
29. Stevie Wonder ‘Joy (Takes __ __)’ (4,2)
30. ‘12 Hives album ‘__ Hives’
31. Fabrication you tell folks to get to show 
with buddies
32. ‘08 Panic! At The Disco album ‘Pret-
ty. __’
33. Otep ‘__ And Nail’
37. Irish band that smokes then flicks off 
the end?
38. ‘A Lonely Man’ __-Lites

39. Simon & Garfunkel told him to “Get on 
the bus”
41. Stevie Wonder “When I look at love, I 
look __ __” (2,3)
42. Jesus & Mary Chain ‘__ Dead’
44. A tribute artist will personify or do this 
completely
45. ‘Cry’ __ And Creme
46. Adam Jones ‘10,000 Days’ band
50. ‘Take Them On, On Your Own’ band 
that’s also a biker gang? (abbr)
51. ‘Prayer For The Dying’ singer

53. Brutal “dance” at punk shows
54. Canuck ‘Fantasy’ guitarist Aldo
55. Brooklyn rockers __ __ The Radio (2,2)
56. Where a weary musician will crash on 
the highway
57. Devo saw a larger gal and sang “I can 
see that you are very well __”
58. Oasis “Put __ Money Where...’
59. Comes before stage name (abbr)
60. Killswitch Engage headed straight into 
the ‘__ Of The Storm’
© 2020 Todd Santos

 ● Each row and each column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4  
(easy) or 1 through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily 

outlined boxes, called cages, must 
combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target 
numbers in the top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with 
the number in the top-left corner.
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JONESIN’ CROSSWORDS BY MATT JONES

“You’re Getting Sleepy” — some ways to get there 
Across
1 Raccoon relative
6 BTS or Blackpink genre
10 Lawn mower’s spot
14 “It’s just ___ those things”
15 Edison’s middle name
16 Jekyll’s alter ego
17 Make yourself sleepy, in a way
19 “1917,” for one
20 Writer Vonnegut
21 Thicke of “Growing Pains”

22 ___ Domingo (capital of the 
Dominican Republic)
23 Seed for flavoring soft drinks
25 Gp. with a Brussels HQ
26 “Whose ___ was this?”
27 “Well done”
30 Got angry
33 Concave cooker
34 Title said by Zazu in “The 
Lion King”
35 Tall prez, for short

36 Clothing item that I suppose 
could make you sleepy (if it’s 
really comfy)
40 Poseidon’s realm
41 Soften up
43 Acne medication brand
44 Tank covering
46 Synthpop duo that released an 
album of ABBA covers
48 Transport
50 Senatorial stretch
51 Snarky, but less fun
54 Lagoon locale
56 “Star Trek: TNG” counselor 
Deanna
57 Egyptian fertility goddess 
with a cow’s head
59 Rice-A-___
60 Chemical in turkey that makes 
many people sleepy
62 ZZ Top, e.g.
63 Pueblo dwellers

64 “Once Upon a Time in the 
West” director Sergio
65 Email app folder
66 “Let’s Roll” blues singer 
James
67 “Melrose Place” actor Rob

Down
1 Scar
2 Actress Aimee of “La Dolce 
Vita”
3 Brain surgeon’s prefix
4 “Be honest”
5 Back, on a boat
6 Liqueur used in a Black Russian
7 Feature of some khakis
8 Major kitchen appliance
9 Soft food for babies
10 Sword holders
11 Demonstration where you 
might hear the line “You’re get-
ting sleepy ...”

12 Fix
13 Style from about 100 years ago
18 “Aladdin ___” (David Bowie 
album)
22 Give in to gravity
24 Tacks on to a friends list
25 “Swoosh” company
27 Go off in the kitchen?
28 Cookie with a jokey November 
tweet showing itself in mashed 
potatoes
29 Warm, in a way
30 Prominence
31 Service with an “Eats” offshoot
32 Supplement that can help 
make you sleepy
33 Method
37 Early bird’s prize
38 Application file suffix
39 George’s sitar teacher
42 “The Hollow Men” poet
45 “Follow me for more ___” 
(snarky meme of late)
47 Website necessity
48 Nearsightedness
49 “Get Down ___” (Kool & the 
Gang song)
51 Burial vault
52 “It’s worth ___!”
53 “Big Little Lies” author 
Moriarty
54 Sunday newspaper section
55 Ripped (off)
56 Relaxed pace
58 1990s game console, initially
60 Chance ___ Rapper
61 Cheer for Cristiano Ronaldo
© 2020 Matt Jones

Puzzle B Puzzle CPuzzle A

NITE SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. See last week's puzzle answers on pg 37.

R&R answer
from pg 35 of 12/3

Jonesin’ answer 
from pg 36 of 12/3
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SIGNS OF LIFE
All quotes are from When Santa Fell to Earth, 

by Cornelia Funke, born Dec. 10, 1958.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – Dec. 21) The snow 
machine was still purring quietly on the table, 
and from the workshop he could hear hammer-
ing … and swearing. Snow made the elves lively. 
It’s a lively time.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19) Only the loud-
speakers were still blaring out their Christmas 
music. Men, women, and children gazed silently 
into the air as Ben and Charlotte floated through 
the Christmas decorations on the invisible rein-
deer. An invisible reindeer would explain a lot, 
but either way you don’t owe an explanation.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 – Feb. 18) ‘Phew, we’re 
frozen through!’ Matilda moaned…. ‘I told you 
to put on more clothes!’ Niklas said. ‘Look at 
Emmanuel. He’s wearing his coat.’ ‘Oh, that sil-
ly coat,’ Matilda muttered. ‘Angels look stupid 
in coats. Anyway, the hood always knocks off my 
halo.’ This is why outfits need coordination.

Pisces (Feb. 19 – March 20) Of course Ben’s 
father had no idea that Ben’s improved math 
performance was only thanks to Santa Claus 
and two momentous bets. Improvement is com-
ing your way.

Aries (March 21 – April 
19) As they passed the hous-
es, Niklas popped pinecones 
into the mailboxes, sprinkled 
ash from the Christmas fire 
onto the doormats, and hung 
red apples on the shadowy tree 
branches — just within reach 
of children’s hands. A little 
decoration goes a long way.

Taurus (April 20 – May 
20) The store was one big 
crush. … Exhausted, they 
finally reached the escalator to 
the basement level: groceries 
and sweets. Christmas music 
hung like syrup in the stuffy 
air, and there were Santas and 
angels with glittery hair every-
where. Ben stumbled off the 
escalator and ran into a huge 
plastic Christmas tree. Make a 
plan to get some fresh air.

Gemini (May 21 – June 
20) But Ben didn’t want fish. 
You can’t cuddle a fish. No 
matter how hard you try.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22) Ben put anoth-
er piece of smoked fish in his mouth. Matilda’s 
gingerbread had definitely tasted so much bet-
ter. Sure, but is it a fair comparison?

Leo (July 23 – Aug. 22) But when the elves 
had finally dragged the wheels inside the car-
avan, they were all so cold and drenched that 
none of them felt like fixing anything. A big 
project might go more easily if you break it into 
steps and recharge yourself when needed.

Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22) And his reindeer 
were nowhere to be seen, either. Which was 
no surprise. All Christmas reindeer are invis-
ible…. Niklas took a few bits of gingerbread 
from his pocket and held them out hopeful-
ly into the darkness. When carrots don’t work, 
gingerbread might.

Libra (Sept. 23 – Oct. 22) ‘Booger-burps 
and reindeer poo!’ What kind of a mess is this?’ 
cried the largest of [the elves]. ‘What hap-
pened?’ If the elves make a mess, the elves can 
clean it up.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov. 21) Ben’s moth-
er wanted mountains; his father wanted the 
beach. Ben’s mother wanted luxury; his father 
wanted a bargain. Compromise is possible! Or 
maybe also taking turns. 

Puzzle A Puzzle B Puzzle C

Sudoku Answers from pg 36 of December 3

Last Week’s Answers:
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The snowbird’s favorite since 1980

Ship
quickly 

Nationwide

Still waiting for your carrier
to pick up your vehicle?

Call American - we’ll get you to Florida NOW!

1.800.800.2580 • shipcar.com
1033 Turnpike St., Rte. 138 • Canton, MA
Text- 617- shipcar (617-744-7227)

USDOT
#385723

Daily
Trips to 
Florida

• Guaranteed Pickup Date and Time
• Guaranteed Prices

Fast • Reliable
Safe • Convenient

132886

$100 OFF ON A ROUND TRIP 
Expires December 31, 2020. Not valid on prior sales.

Real M
EXICAN FOOD and a real GOOD TIME

Authentic Mexican Food
Made to order... 

Just the way you like it!
Offering our complete menu!

Visit our website for online ordering 
for Hooksett Rd, South Willow & Portsmouth!

Specials on Facebook

Gift Card Special

www.lacarretamex.com 13
28
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1875 South Willow Street, Manchester, NH 603-623-7705
139 Daniel Webster Hwy, Nashua 603-891-0055
545 Daniel Webster Hwy, Manchester, NH 603-628-6899
172 Hanover Street, Portsmouth, NH 603-427-8319

$5 BONUS CERTIFICATE 
FOR EVERY $25 

GIFT CARD PURCHASE.
Nov 27 thru Dec 31st, 2020

132383

www.lacarretamex.com
www.shipcar.com
www.patriotinsuranceco.com
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Names in the news
• After more than 1,000 years, the Austri-

an town of F***ing is getting a new name, 
The Local reported. English-speaking tour-
ists have had a field day snapping selfies 
with city signs, even stealing them, and the 
100 residents of modern-day F***ing have 
had enough. According to the minutes of 
a municipal council meeting published on 
Nov. 16, the town will change its name to 
Fugging as of Jan. 1. “I can confirm that 
the village is being renamed,” said Andrea 
Holzner, mayor of the surrounding munici-
pality. “I really don’t want to say anything 
more.”

• A newly elected local councilman in 
Ompundja, Namibia, is assuring constituents 
that he has no plans for world domination, 
despite his unfortunate name: Uunona Adolf 
Hitler. The 54-year-old, who prefers to be 
called Mr. Uunona, told a German news 
website that his father named him without an 
understanding of the Nazi leader, Sky News 
reported. Namibia is a former German colo-
ny, so many streets, places and people have 
German names. “It was a perfectly normal 
name for me when I was a kid,” Uunona 
said.

Cliches come to life
After a heated argument with his wife in 

late November, a 48-year-old unnamed man 
from Como, Italy, stepped outside to walk it 

off and kept on walking until he was stopped 
a week later by police officers patrolling 
after curfew in Gimarra, more than 260 
miles away, Oddity Central reported. The 
man said he had walked the entire way, with-
out using any other modes of transportation 
and relied on the kindness of strangers for 
food and drink. “I’m fine. I’m just a little 
tired,” he said. His wife, who had reported 
him missing, picked him up the next day but 
had to pay a fine of almost $500 for his vio-
lation of the curfew.

Speaking of ...
• The recent unexplained appearance of 

a silver monolith in the deserts of Utah has 
made headlines all around the world. It also 
seems to have attracted imitators, includ-
ing one in Romania’s mountainous Neamt 
region. The 9-foot-tall metal structure mys-
teriously appeared on Nov. 27 and vanished 
on Dec. 1, leaving “just a small hole cov-
ered by rocky soil,” a local reporter told 
Reuters. “An unidentified person, apparent-
ly a bad local welder, made it.” Georgiana 
Mosu, a spokeswoman for the local police, 
said officers are investigating the incident 
because the monolith was placed in a pro-
tected archaeological area.

• Germany has also experienced a recent 
monolith mystery, according to the Associat-
ed Press. Local media in southern Germany 
reported the disappearance on Nov. 30 of a 

wooden phallus sculpture about 7 feet tall that 
inexplicably appeared on Gruenten Mountain 
several years ago and had became a destina-
tion for hikers and tourists, even appearing on 
Google Maps as a “cultural monument.” But 
over the weekend, someone chopped it down, 
leaving only a pile of sawdust. Police in the 
town of Kempten are investigating.

Turnabout is fair play
An unnamed hunter near the Czech 

Republic village of Horni Plana contacted 
police in late November after a deer startled 
by the man’s dogs charged him, snagging his 
.22-caliber rifle on its antlers before running 
into the woods, United Press International 
reported. The gun was unloaded, and police 
said another hunter saw the stag more than 
a half-mile away with the rifle still hanging 
from its antlers.

Sounds like a fairy tale
Police in Kansas City, Kansas, responded 

to a call on Nov. 27 from a man who said he 
returned home around 4 p.m. that day to find 
a stranger in his house. The unnamed sus-
pect was wearing the victim’s clothing, had 
made a sandwich and cooked and ate ramen 
noodles, and when police arrived, was fast 
asleep in the victim’s bed, Fox4 reported. 
The man was arrested and booked into the 
Wyandotte County Jail, where the beds sure-
ly were too hard.

Least competent criminal
Daniel M. Rizza, 20, of McKeesport, 

Pennsylvania, driving a gray Audi SUV, 
ran out of gas on Nov. 27 and called state 
police to ask for help, but when he was told 
a trooper would be responding, he abrupt-
ly said he’d changed his mind and hung up, 
according to court documents. WTAJ report-
ed the trooper responding to the call learned 
en route that a gray Audi had been report-
ed stolen nearby earlier in the day, and after 
a check of the SUV’s make, model, identifi-
cation number and registration, he arrested 
Rizza, who was charged with a felony count 
of receiving stolen property.

Awesome!
An unnamed North Korean man in his 

late 20s told officials his training as a gym-
nast enabled him to jump almost 10 feet high 
over a fence on Nov. 3 to escape into South 
Korea, National Public Radio reported. After 
crossing the fence, the man evaded capture 
for about 14 hours before being detained 
by South Korean soldiers, whom he told he 
wanted to defect. Skeptical officials made 
him jump the same height again twice to 
help prove his story. Amazingly, he success-
fully avoided land mines and sensors around 
the border.

Visit newsoftheweird.com. 
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132156

NO COVER CHARGES.
NO RESERVATIONS. FIRST 

COME FIRST SERVE. 

254 North State St., Unit H, Concord NH | Thearea23.com

INDOOR SEATING & TAKE OUT
Craft beer, cider, a small but comprehensive

liquor selection, and pub grub.

HIPPO BEST OF 2019

132779

JOIN US!
LIFE IS BETTER WHEN 
YOU’RE HAVING FUN!

COME FIND OUT WHY WE 
WERE VOTED THE BEST IN 

SIX CATEGORIES.

THERE'S ONLY 1 THING 
BETTER THAN MUSIC...

Live music!

Saturday Jam with Crazy Steve - 2-5pm

www.nashuacc.edu/coding-boot-camp
www.thearea23.com
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It’s the most wonderful time...

For Good Beer!

Proudly serving local farms
and grass fed meats!

Dine in, Take-Out and Curbside Pickup Available.
 Call or order online!

20 hand crafted 
beers on tap

Gift Comfort & Joy!
Gift Cards, Apparel, 
Glassware, Beer Steins 
& more!

Serving Lunch & Dinner Daily
40 Andover Road, New London, NH

www.FlyingGoose.com
603.526.6899
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Dear Readers,

  Now more than ever, Hippo depends on your financial support to fund our coverage. 

Please consider supporting our local food, music, arts and news coverage by becoming a 

sustaining member or making a donation online at www.hippopress.com or by mail to 195 
McGregor St., Suite 325, Manchester, NH 03102.
 

Thank you and we are truly grateful for your support!

Sincerely,

Hippo Publisher

Jody Reese

Community Supported

603-228-0180
17 DEPOT ST. CONCORD

132919

We’ve got it all wrapped 
up, from appetizer trays
to full  banquet menus.

Gift Card

FREE $25 GIFT CARD

Enjoy your holidays

with Meals

FREE $10 GIFT CARD
This offer good November 27th - December 24th

With every $100 of gift cards purchased

With every $50 of gift cards purchased

THOROUGH DAILY SANITIZING!

We use EPA certified antimicrobial  
foggers daily- proven to kill over 140 

viruses including COVID-19.
We are dedicated to your safety!

Dine In • Take out & Curbside Pickup
Open Patio with Heaters

Call or Order at cheers-nhrewards.com

www.flyinggoose.com
www.cheers-nhrewards.com
www.hippopress.com/become-a-member-today/


40

1-4 Bedroom lofts
Pet friendly
In-unit washer/dryer
Central air
On-site fitness center
Theatre room

Community game room
Community gathering room
Indoor putting green
On-site storage available
On-site parking
Walk to downtown!

Home
...by the holidays

Your tour, your way!
Contact us for daily in person and
personal video tours- even apply online, 
all without leaving home!

Our lofts have it all!

Move in to any 1-2 BR with just a 

security deposit!*
$500

*$500 security deposit on any 1-2 BR unit with your good credit. Limited time offer, subject to change. New tenants only, not transferable.

Our leasing office is open Monday - Saturday 8:30am-6:00pm, Sunday 12:00pm-6:00pm
195 McGregor St., Manchester, NH | 603-945-5702 | loftsatmillwest.com

129849

www.loftsatmillwest.com

