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GRANITE VIEWS STEVEN RENO
Staying the course

Even as I write these 
words, some professor at 
some college is planning a 
course for the fall semes-
ter that will deal with the 
pandemic. Virtually every 
academic discipline will 

have some segment or unit that address-
es what we have been (and still are) going 
through. Literature classes will have their 
own version of A Journal of a Plague Year. 
From Art to Zoology, scholars will draw 
upon the events of these days to devel-
op retrospectives on how the pandemic 
came about, how it has been handled, who 
it’s affected, what it’s cost, the statistics 
of infection, hospitalizations, recoveries 
and deaths, social, racial and economic 
injustices, political dimensions, military 
strategic implications, and economic, psy-
chological and cultural impacts. The list is 
seemingly endless.

Whatever the courses or programs the 
professionals develop to parse the signifi-
cance of this almost unprecedented event, 
each of us will have our own story. Per-
haps, if any of us lives to be old enough, our 
grandchildren or even great-grandchildren 
may someday ask, “What was it like back 
then?” How will we answer? That ques-
tion occupies me very much these days as 
I find my longtime practice of daily journal 
writing has nearly ground to a stop. Quite 
simply, I do not know what to write now, 
especially as I imagine one of my descen-
dants someday thumbing through the stack 
of leather-bound books I’ve been filling up 
since the early ’60s, noting all my adven-
tures and impressions, and then coming to 
a blank for most of this year. Will she or he 
wonder why the hiatus?

In truth, the isolation imposed by the 
pandemic has meant many of us have been 
alone with our own thoughts this last year 
more than ever before. While Zoom and 
FaceTime can close the loneliness gap 
somewhat, each of those is a really a kind of 
planned encounter, an “appointment.” What 
has been missing is that range of unexpected 
stimulation that comes from simply being 
in the presence of other people, whether at 
the workplace, grocery shopping, dining, or 
just being out and about. Social distancing 
has truly made us socially distant and as a 
result, as David Brooks recently noted, our 
“extroversion muscles have atrophied while 
[our] introversion muscles are bulging.”

Early on in the pandemic, there were 
signs everywhere proclaiming, “Togeth-
er, we’ll get through this.” We are getting 
through it. My hope is that now, if we can 
do it safely, getting vaccinated and wear-
ing our masks as appropriate, we can get 
back together. Perhaps my journaling will 
pick up again. 

You can contact Steve Reno at stepreno@
gmail.com. 
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171 Kelley St., Manchester • 624.3500
www.thebakeshoponkelleystreet.com
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38
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Try Our Cronuts & Doughnuts
Saturdays & Sundays!

 We strongly recommend ordering ahead!

Sweets for
Mother’s Day!

Tue–Fri  7:30–2 • Sat  8–2 • Sun 9–1 (Closed Mon)

Manchester
Barber Shop

Well established and 
fully equipped with 
4 stations, off street 
parking and more!

Call 603-625-5044
603-625-6666

FOR SALE!

133971

The Best HOMEMADE 

in town!

• Ice Cream Sandwich
• Fudge Nut Bars 
• Chocolate Tops

Ice Cream Novelties

Take some home 
& treat yourself anytime!

185 Concord St. Nashua
TheBig1icecream.com
Open 11am-9pm Daily
Find us on Facebook!

Gift certificates available
Sundaes • Soft Serve

Novelties • Parfaits • Hot Dogs

134061

47 years of sweet memories!

Flavors of Hard 
Ice Cream54

www.thebakeshoponkelleystreet.com
www.thebig1icecream.com
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603-894-0070 | RenewMediSpa.com

134059

HIPPO BEST OF 2021

Meet Victor Pena Duval
Victor joined Renew in 2019 in preparation for our expansion into the new facility 

in Derry, NH. Victor is originally from the Dominican Republic, where he attended 
the Technological Institute of  Santo Domingo, earning a Doctor of  Medicine degree. 
After practicing medicine in the Dominican Republic, he moved to the United States, 
and is working at Renew. He made changes on his career path and is finishing his RN 
and will move forward with his NP after.

Victor assists many of  our male clients in navigating their choices for sexual wellness 
procedures here at Renew. He is also often found prepping platelet rich plasma for 
regenerative procedures, monitoring IV infusions, and performing Emsculpt and Trusculpt procedures.

We’ve combined cutting edge technology with over 15 years of 
experience to help you look and function your best at any age

Join our Tox Club 
and get your 

Wrinkle Relaxers 
for $9.99 per unit!

Everyone should have someone they trust to deliver 
predictable and effective anti-aging therapies

Featuring:
• Dermal Filler and Sculptra
• Botox, Dysport, Xeomin
• Non Surgical Face Lift
• Advanced Korean Thread Lifting
• Neck and Jawline Tightening
• SmartSkin CO2 Laser Skin Resurfacing
• Medical Microneedling
• Hydrafacial MD Elite
• Chemical Peels

• Testosterone Replacement
• Keralase for Thinning Hair
• Laser Hair Removal
• Laser Assisted Liposuction - SmartLipo
• Cellulite Removal - Cellfina
• Vaginal Rejuvenation
• Treatment of Stress Incontinence
• Treatment of Erectile Dysfunction

And MORE!

www.renewmedispa.com
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Covid-19 news
During the state’s weekly pub-

lic health update on April 22, 
state epidemiologist Dr. Ben-
jamin Chan reported that New 
Hampshire has averaged about 
350 new infections of Covid-19 
per day, while the test-positivity 
rate was at 4.5 percent. 

Over the last several weeks, 
the number of active infections 
in the state has hovered around 
either side of 3,000, while the 
total number of positive cases 
since the start of the pandem-
ic last year is creeping toward 
100,000.

According to Dr. Beth Daly, 
Chief of the Bureau of Infec-
tious Disease Control of the 
New Hampshire Department 
of Health & Human Services, 
roughly 47 percent of the state’s 
population (about 637,000 peo-
ple) have received at least their 
first shot as of April 22, while 
28 percent of the population 
(about 387,000 people) has 
been fully vaccinated. “We con-
tinue to receive around 50,000 
first doses of vaccine each 
week, between the doses that 
are allocated to us at the state, 
as well as our pharmacy part-
ners,” she said. “We still have 
thousands of open appointments 
available … at over 200 differ-
ent locations where you can get 
vaccinated.” 

Thousands more people 
received their shot at a mass 
vaccination site at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway in 
Loudon on April 24. Unlike pre-
vious sites at the Speedway, this 
one was only held by appoint-
ment for people to receive their 
second shot.

Later during the press con-
ference, Gov. Chris Sununu 
said that the state would like-

ly resume administration of the 
single-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine “in a matter of days.” 

The following day, April 23, 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the 
Food & Drug Administration 
issued a joint statement lifting 
the recommended pause of the 
vaccine, saying that its “known 
and potential benefits outweigh 
its known and potential risks in 
individuals 18 years of age and 
older.” Federal health officials 
had recommended a pause of 
states’ usage of the vaccine on 
April 13 following six reports 
of a rare blood clot disorder, a 
condition the CDC is now call-
ing “thrombosis involving the 
cerebral venous sinuses, or 
CVST (large blood vessels in 
the brain).”

Re-election campaign
On April 27, Mayor Joyce 

Craig announced that she 
will be running for re-elec-
tion for mayor of Manchester. 
She is currently serving in her 
second term and is the first 
woman to serve as mayor in 
the Queen City, according to a 
press release. “Manchester is a 
city on the rise. When the pan-
demic hit, our progress was 
interrupted, and we focused our 
efforts at City Hall on keeping 
our community safe while still 
providing essential services,” 
Craig said in the release. “I’m 
running for Mayor in 2021 to 
ensure our city fully recovers 
from this pandemic, builds upon 
our progress and comes out of 
this stronger than before.” This 
announcement comes after Vic-
toria Sullivan announced her run 
for mayor last week. According 
to a press release, Sullivan is 
a former New Hampshire state 

representative and assistant 
majority leader who served two 
terms on the House Education 
Committee.

Unemployment
The work search requirement 

for people getting unemploy-
ment benefits will be reinstated 
starting May 23, Gov. Chris 
Sununu said in a press confer-
ence on April 22, so anyone 
receiving benefits after that date 
will have to show proof that 
they are looking for work. The 
requirement has been waived 
during the pandemic, but 
Sununu said that the state now 
has a 3 percent unemployment 
rate, one of the lowest in the 
country. “Our economy is very, 
very strong,” he said during the 
conference. “And it also unfor-
tunately means that we’re, if 
anything, facing a workforce 
shortage. … There are tens of 
thousands of high-paying jobs 
across the state available today.” 
The state has hosted 15 virtu-
al job fairs since last summer 
to help employers find employ-
ees, he said, but there haven’t 
been nearly as many potential 
employees attending these fairs 
as there are jobs. Several more 
job fairs are planned, includ-
ing one on Thursday, May 6, 
aimed toward veterans, and 
one Monday, May 10, for stu-
dents and recent graduates, as 
well as one on Thursday, May 
13, for those in the construction 
industry. Sununu encouraged 
anyone seeking employment 
to get details about those and 
other upcoming job fairs at 
unemploymentbenefits.nh.gov. 
Meanwhile, he said, all NH 
Works Centers will be back 
open to the public by May 10.

Virtual urgent care
Instead of traveling to an 

emergency room or urgent 
care clinic, people who need 
non-emergency care can now 
connect with a provider by 
phone or by video on their lap-
tops or mobile devices with the 
new D-HH Virtual Urgent Care. 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Health’s 
Connected Care and Center for 
Telehealth has partnered with 
MDLIVE to launch the new ser-
vice, which provides patients 
with 24/7 access to urgent 
care by fully licensed provid-
ers from Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
or MDLIVE-affiliated physi-
cians who are board-certified, 
licensed, telehealth-trained and 
have an average of 15 years of 
experience, according to a press 
release. Once they sign on, 
patients can wait for an avail-

able provider — the wait time 
is usually less than 15 minutes 
— or schedule an appointment 
for later that day for common 
health concerns like cold, flu, 
and other upper respiratory ill-
nesses, allergies, bug bites, 
rashes, gastrointestinal issues, 
urinary tract infection and more. 
They can get prescriptions sent 
to their pharmacy, if necessary, 
the release said. The cost is $59 
per visit, and the service is cur-
rently available to those with 
private insurance or those who 
can self-pay. In accordance with 
the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIP-
PA), patient and visit details are 
shared only with the patient’s 
primary care physician, the 
release said. Visit go.d-h.org/
virtualurgentcare. 

NEWS & NOTES
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The Manchester Board of 
School Committee has been 
named the 2021 School Board 
of the Year by the New Hamp-
shire School Boards Association, 
according to a press release. “In 
addition to its response to the 
pandemic, the board has main-
tained its focus on implement-
ing a long-term strategic plan,” 
the release said. 

The Friends of the Plaistow Public 
Library are asking gardeners to con-
sider splitting some of their perenni-
al plants and donating them to the 
library’s upcoming plant sale, proceeds 
of which will benefit the Friends of the 
Library. Donations should be in pots and 
labeled with the plant name; they will be 
accepted beginning Monday, May 3.

The Upper Room and the Mari-
on Gerrish Community Center in 
Derry are relaunching the On My 
Own Series, a virtual way for teens 
to explore skills such as cook-
ing, painting, drawing and yoga. 
According to a press release, the 
program will be offered Wednes-
days from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., and 
all classes are free. Visit urteach-
ers.org to register.

Stock your backyard ponds with 
rainbow and brook trout, available 
in 6- to 8-inch and 10- to 12-inch 
sizes from the Merrimack County 
Conservation District in Concord, 
according to a press release. The 
order deadline is Tuesday, May 11. 
Any trout sized 6 to 8 inches can be 
picked up on Sunday, May 16, from 
1 to 1: 30 p.m. at 10 Ferry St. in 
Concord, while the larger trout will 
be directly delivered to your pond. 
Call 223-6023 or order at mer-
rimackccd.org. Anyone from any 
county can participate.
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Information from the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services

Covid-19 update As of April 19 As of April 26

Total cases statewide 91,783 93,935

Total current infections statewide 3,329 2,717

Total deaths statewide 1,270 1,286

New cases 2,554
(April 13 to April 19)

2,152
(April 20 to April 26)

Current infections: Hillsborough County 1,002 806

Current infections: Merrimack County 270 225

Current infections: Rockingham County 746 477
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 400 Boynton Street, Bedford, NH 03110 | 603-782-3009 | bedfordhomeconsignment.com

· A TRADITION OF QUALITY 
· DEPENDABLE LONGEVITY 
· EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS 
· FAST FREE DELIVERY 
· NO HASSLE TERM
· ONLINE ORDERING

13
38
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Now In Stock at Bedford Home Consignment

Old Hickory Buildings and Sheds.

Design your ideal shed - 3D Shed Builder
Buy or Rent to Own Today- 90 Days Same as Cash!

You are invited to our 
2021 Raymond Coalition for Youth 

Spring Online Fundraiser, 
April 23-May 8th

Our Auction Items Include
Exciting Trips | Fun Filled Baskets | Apple Ipad | Nike Apple Watch

Collector Sports Items | Gift Certificates From Retailers, 
Restaurants, Massages | And More!

We Have Raffles & Gear
Lottery Jackpot, Restaurant Tree & 50/50

RCFY Sweatshirts, Masks And Discount Cards

All funds raised will benefit the programming 
and mission of RCFY- to promote positive 

healthy choices for youth and reduce youth 
substance misuse and suicide risk

Find out more at
rcfy.org/what-we-do/programs/2021-spring-online-auction.html

As well as Lamprey Health Care, Petra Paving Inc., Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, and Palmer Gas.

We would like to thank our sponsors!

13399913
38
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Quality Redefined.

Keene, NH · Winchendon, MA

winchendonfurniture.com

*See store for details.

Enjoy special savings on select Stressless® recliners, sofas and accessories.

April 9 - June 1, 2021

SAVE BIG ON  
STRESSLESS® 

• Receive $500 off Stressless®  Signature base recliners and ottomans or Classic Power™ recliners. 
• Save $200 on Stressless® Max and Mike recliners AND each Stressless® Emily and Mary sofa seat.

• Enjoy a free accessory with the purchase of any Stressless® seating.  

NEW Stressless® Mike  
shown in Pioneer Black

Heating & Massage

Power™ Plus™ System BalanceAdapt™ ErgoAdapt™

Heating & Massage

Power™ Plus™ System BalanceAdapt™ ErgoAdapt™

Balance & Glide System S-M-L

S-M-L

S-M-L

S-M-L

ComfortZones™

ComfortZones™Balance & Glide System

Stressless® Emily 
shown in Paloma Fog

Heating & Massage

Power™ Plus™ System BalanceAdapt™ ErgoAdapt™

Heating & Massage

Power™ Plus™ System BalanceAdapt™ ErgoAdapt™

Balance & Glide System S-M-L

S-M-L

S-M-L

S-M-L

ComfortZones™

ComfortZones™Balance & Glide System

www.winchendonfurniture.com
www.rcfy.org/what-we-do/programs/2021-spring-online-auction.html
www.bedfordhomeconsignment.com
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Mel Bennett is the creator of Life Forest, a recently opened conservation cemetery 
in Hillsborough that provides burial plots for cremated remains, marked by memorial 
trees planted and maintained by staff tree experts. 

What led you 
to create Life 
Forest? 

My mom died 
[after] a long illness … 
and I had her cremains in 
my cabinet, like many peo-
ple do. … I started reading 
about these burial pods 
where you could put cre-
mains in a biodegradable 
container and plant a tree. 
… I loved the idea, but 
when I started doing more research I 
couldn’t find any cemeteries or places 
that would protect this tree. I felt like the 
responsibility of taking care of this tree 
was epic. What if I go on vacation? I’m 
going to have to hire someone to water 
my mom’s tree. What do I do if I want to 
move? … That’s when I started thinking, 
‘I think people would want something 
like this.’ 

Is this a new idea? 
We’re the first ones to do this any-

where. We’re the only legal cemetery 
that plants a tree above the cremains 
and legally protects both the tree and 
the legacy of the person. … This is a big 
shift in the death care industry. There’s 
always been this divide between tradi-
tional burial and green burial, but there 
are wonderful aspects of both, and we 
want to try to bridge that gap. We want 
to maintain the legal protection of leg-
acy and ancestry and cemetery [land] 
that’s [associated with] traditional burial 
and incorporate the idea of environmen-
tal protection that’s [associated with] 
green burial. 

How are the plots protected? 
Headstones are protected under cem-

etery law. As we worked with our legal 
team, we realized that if we use a tree 
as a headstone, it’s a respected enti-
ty. It’s legally protected, meaning that 
nobody can ever cut it down or cut the 
branches, as long as it’s in a legal cem-
etery. … We also want to protect the 
legacy of the people who are buried 
there, so we record their vital statistics 
— full name, birth date and death date 
and latitude-longitude location of where 
they’re buried on the property — in the 
deed of the land. That’s really import-
ant, because that ensures that people 
will know where their loved ones are in 
future generations. 

What’s the science 
behind this? 

There’s a misconcep-
tion being sold out there 
that cremains actually help 
plants grow, and that’s not 
true. … We’ve worked with 
quite a few environmental 
scientists to make sure that 
we’re doing this correct-
ly … and in a way that’s 
not going to be detrimen-
tal to the tree. … You have 

to make sure there’s a buffer of at least 
18 inches between the root ball of the 
tree and the cremains, and that you use a 
rich compost. After three years, the salty 
nature of the cremains will dissipate. 

How are the plots marked? 
We have a QR code placed at the base 

of the tree … and we help families create 
[virtual] memorial pages … with mem-
ories, pictures and video clips of their 
loved one. Then, you can scan that QR 
code, and it’ll bring up [the memorial 
page]. This gives people the opportunity 
to share an immense amount of personal 
things, ideas and representations of their 
loved one in the way that they would 
want to be remembered, without taking 
up a ton of space. 

What kind of comfort does a memori-
al tree give people who have lost a loved 
one? 

Instead of having a commemorative 
piece of granite that never changes, you 
have this tree that grows and changes and 
takes different forms every season. You 
can see its leaves and its flowers, and it’s 
a way of connecting with your loved one 
through a different type of life. 

What’s the environmental benefit? 
Instead of having these huge concrete 

vaults that are really not great for the 
environment, you’re planting a tree that 
is going to grow and give off quality air, 
and you’re creating a space with a more 
vivid [landscape]. 

What are your future plans for Life 
Forest? 

We’re going to be working toward 
[forming] collaborations with conser-
vation entities in order to expand our 
locations and availability to be accessi-
ble to more people, and so that people 
don’t have to travel too far to visit their 
loved ones. — Angie Sykeny  

NEWS & NOTES Q&A

Breaking ground 
NH cemetery introduces a new kind of burial

Mel Bennett. Photo by Millyard 
Studios.
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QUEEN CITY DENTAL

DR. MARINA E. BECKER

60 Rogers St. Suite #1-A
Manchester, NH 03103

603-669-3680
Hours: M-Tu-Th-Fr 8:30–5:30 

Closed Wednesdays

Accepting New Patients
Most Dental Insurances Accepted!

5% Senior Discount

Offering:
Full Range of Quality Dental Care

Mercury-Free Dentistry
White Fillings Only!

• Repair of Chipped/Broken Teeth
• Porcelain Veneers
• Teeth whitening  • Bondings
• Crowns • Implants
• Bridges • Dentures
• Root canals & extractions

Caring and gentle family dentistryNew Patient Special!

$125.00 Exam, 
X-Ray and 
Cleaning 

(fee for service patients only)

Crown 
(Porcelain 
to Metal)$999.00

Simple 
Extractions$189.00

Present coupon at time of service (Exp. 06/1/2021)

Offerings

QUEEN CITY DENTAL
DR. MARINA E. BECKER

60 Rogers St. Suite #1-A Manchester, NH 
603.669.3680

134018

We’re Full of Unique,
 Hand Crafted Gifts in Every Budget

134046

Stop in or Shop 
Online at 

CapitolCraftsman.com

Capitol Craftsman

Romance Jewelers

16 & 18 Main St. Concord NH • (603) 224-6166
and Best Place to Buy a Unique Gift

Voted the Best Jewelry store for 9 years running
HIPPO BEST OF 2021

HIPPO BEST OF 2021

134073

Enjoy 25% off all duo and trio gift sets of gourmet jams 
and jellies during our Mother’s Day Sale, now through 

May 9th! Gift certificates & local pick-up available. 
Visit laurelhilljams.com to shop and learn more!

P.S. Thank you, readers, for voting Laurel Hill a Best Of Winner for the sixth year in a row!

www.laurelhilljams.com
www.capitolcraftsman.com
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SPORTS DAVE LONG’S LONGSHOTS

A draft blows through
With Round 1 going 

off tonight, draft day 
has arrived. Finally! The 
mocks are done and all 
that’s left is the announcers 
introducing every single 
player taken as if they are 
certain Hall of Famers, 
which we all know they 
won’t be. Oh, and there’s 

uproar around here if Coach B freaking trades 
down or out of Round 1 altogether instead of 
addressing the need everyone around here 
wants him to address on the draft’s first round. 
If that happens, yowza. 

In the meantime, with Jacksonville on the 
clock here are some topical thoughts.  

The Quarterback Issues: With three QB’s 
expected to go 1-2-3 tonight (Trevor Law-
rence, Zach Wilson and a mystery guy from 
the trio of Mac Jones, Trey Lance and Jus-
tin Fields to San Francisco), with the other two 
likely to be taken in the Top 10, QB’s will be 
the night’s biggest story whether that happens 
or not, but especially if it doesn’t. 

When I see scouts bash someone anony-
mously, as some are doing to Jones or Fields, 
I’m thinking it’s either a smoke screen from a 
team with interest, or someone trying to pump 
their own tires with a reporter and not having 
the stones to put their name on it.  

Given the varying degrees on how good peo-
ple think the Tom Brady play-alike Jones is, 
if I were doing the evaluating I’d go back to 
Brady’s 2000 scouting reports to compare them 
with what’s being said about the Bama QB 
today. Of special interest would be what the 
knocks were and whether they actually mat-
tered in the long run. 

After the fourth QB comes off the board, 
would it be smart for Buffalo to trade up in front 
of the Pats and then re-auction it to a QB-needy 
team like Chicago at a lower price? Unconven-
tional for sure. But depending how expensive 
it is, would a couple of lower draft picks be an 
acceptable cost to keep a long-term solution at 
QB away from their AFC East rival for a cou-
ple more years? 

Does it seem weird that QB’s from Utah, 
Alabama and North Dakota will be in Cleve-
land tonight and Fields from nearby Columbus 
wont’? Could that mean it’s to save embarrass-
ment because his camp thinks he could suffer a 
major slide?    

Big Board All Name Team: (1) Kwity Paye, 
edge rusher, Michigan. (2) Penei Sewell, OT, 
Oregon. (3) Hamilcar Rashed Jr., edge, Ore-
gon State. (4) Azeez (god bless you) Ojulari, 
OLB, Georgia. (5) Levi Onwuzurike, DT, 
Washington. (6) Amon-Ra St. Brown, WR, 
USC. (7) Ifeatu Melifonwu, DB, Syracuse. (8) 
Hamsah Nasirildeen, DB, Florida State. (9) 
Osa Odighizuwa, DT, UCLA. (10) Tamorri-
on Terry, WR, Florida State. 

Although I’d have paid to be the announc-
er at UNC for the Chazz and Dazz show, which 

has LB Chazz Surratt and wideout Dazz New-
some ranked at 79 and 90 on the Big Board.   

Speaking of the Big Board, the most recent 
one I saw had all five QB’s ranked according-
ly, Expected first and second picks Lawrence 
and Zach Wilson ranked first and fifth overall. 
Lance was at eight, Fields nine and Jones at 20. 

2020 Hunches Not Based on Facts or 
Scouting Reports: I get a bad feeling when 
people have been calling a guy a “generational 
talent” for as long as they have been doing it for 
Lawrence because after that happens evaluators 
get lazy and don’t see any flaws that develop. 

To those hanging to Jimmy G coming to 
the Patriots like a dog with a bone: If the Pats 
don’t go QB in Round 1, I think Cam Newton 
is more likely to be the QB in Foxborough in 
2022 than Jimbo. 

Rumor Mill: After moving from 3 to 12 and 
then back to 6, rumor has it Miami is trying 
to get a second pick in the Top 10 by trading 
up with the 18th pick. The likely trade part-
ner is Denver at 9, which would be bad news, 
good news for the Patriots. Bad because no one 
wants a division rival getting a talent infusion 
from two Top 10 picks. Good because if they 
do have their eye on a QB, Denver dropping 
behind them in the order takes out a QB-needy 
competitor out of the running.    

With QB’s and potentially elite receivers 
expected to dominate the first 10 picks, teams 
looking for defensive or offensive help, like 
Cincinnati (who could go for a receiver) at 5, 
need help everywhere. Detroit (7), Carolina 
(8), Dallas (10) and the G-Men (11) are pos-
sible landing spots if a QB they like slides to 
those spots and the Pats want to act.    

Ancient Draft History: If one of the bally-
hooed QB’s slides to them and they act, it won’t 
be the first time they’ve taken a QB at 15. The 
other time was 1983 for (gulp) Tony Eason. 
Not a horrible player, but soft as a grape and 
got famously yanked in SB 20 because he was 
terrified of the Bears defense. Worse still, they 
passed on Dan Marino, who went 12 picks lat-
er to Miami. What might have been comes to 
mind, especially since the invincible Da Bears’ 
only loss in 1985 was a 38-24 verdict when 
Marino threw for 27 and three TDs.     

Speaking of ancient history, when the Pats 
took Richard Seymour sixth overall in 2001, 
Hall of Famer LaDainian Tomlinson went 
next to San Diego. So here’s the question: If 
that draft were held today would you stick with 
Big Richard or go with the top playmaker of 
that era? As good as LT was, but with three SBs 
being won by a defense-first team and he was 
its best player, they made the right call.  

And One More Thing: With Brady winning 
the Super Bowl in Year 1 after basically being 
allowed to leave/pushed out, if Coach B trades 
does trade out of Round 1 altogether again, 
Patriot Nation will go berserk giving “In Bill 
We Trust” its second major hit in a year.     

Email Dave Long at dlong@hippopress.
com.  
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The Fine Homes Group International
Podcast

All episodes on demand at

• How Proper Property Preparation Makes You 
Money When Selling

• Low Inventory of Homes for Sale is Good for Sellers
• Proper Home Inspections Eliminates Unpleasant 

Surprises

“When selling your 
home, you only have 

one chance to make a 
first impression with 
a prospective buyer, 
so you want to make 
it a very good one.”

Our team donates $100 from 

every transaction to the FHG Scholarship 
Fund. When you do business with one

of our team members, you are
helping us help a young person

further their education.

Podcasts Include
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NEWS & NOTES 

QUALITY OF LIFE INDEX
Honoring forgotten soldiers

The fourth installation for Flags for Forgotten Soldiers in New Hampshire 
will be placed at the Anheuser-Busch Brewery in Merrimack on May 1, accord-
ing to a press release. There will be 660 flags installed, representing the loss of 
veterans to suicide, of which there are an average of 22 each day in the U.S. The 
first installations were in Derry, Chester and Danville and were installed for 30 
days each — 22 a day multiplied by 30 days. This larger installation will include 
five flags that represent the first responders lost daily, and a single flag to signify 
active-duty members, according to the release, and it will be left up all summer.

Score: +1, for bringing attention to a tragic problem
Comment: The public is invited to attend and assist placing the flags on Sat-

urday May 1, at noon at Anheuser-Busch Brewery, 221 Daniel Webster Hwy., 
Merrimack.

Breathing better
New Hampshire’s air quality has improved for both ozone and year-round par-

ticle pollution, according to the 2021 State of the Air report from the American 
Lung Association. According to a press release, New Hampshire has sever-
al counties that were ranked among the cleanest in the Boston metro area for 
short-term particle pollution. All five reporting counties (Belknap, Hillsborough, 
Rockingham, Cheshire and Grafton) maintained A grades for short-term parti-
cle pollution, and all seven of the state’s reporting counties (all of the above, 
plus Merrimack and Coos) either maintained or improved their grades for ozone. 

Score: +1
Comment: In just the counties included in this report, more than 240,000 res-

idents are living with lung diseases like asthma, COPD and lung cancer, as well 
as heart disease, making them more vulnerable to the effects of air pollution.

Manchester cleans up
The Manchester Urban Ponds Restoration Program is in the midst of its annu-

al spring cleanup. According to a press release, the program has organized 119 
cleanups since it started in 2000, and its kept tally of some fun stats: 1071 vol-
unteers have spent approximately 3,632 hours collecting 2,431 bags of trash 
— which does not include illegally “dumped” items like shopping carts (99), 
tires (441), car batteries, construction debris and more. The value of volunteer 
time spent at these cleanups has amounted to over $78,000, the release said.

Score: 0 (+1 for the volunteers, -1 for the absurd number of illegally dumped 
items found in Manchester’s parks and ponds)

Comment: The next two cleanups are at Stevens Pond and Stevens Pond Park 
on Saturday, May 1, from 9 to 11 a.m., and at Nutts Pond and Precourt Park on 
Saturday, May 8, from 9 to 11 a.m. Cleanups will be held rain or shine and any-
one is welcome. Latex gloves and plastic trash bags will be provided.

Scam alert
Last week Eversource warned its customers to watch out for scammers who 

are using new techniques to trick people into thinking they’re legit, including 
using phony caller IDs that display “Eversource” and reading from scripts that 
sound like they’re coming from a real company representative who is threatening 
to disconnect their electric or gas service because of an unpaid bill. According to 
a press release, Eversource will never ask for an instant payment over the phone, 
will not ask for prepaid debit cards and will not ask customers to meet at a “pay-
ment center” to make the payment. Anyone who thinks they might have received 
a scam phone call, text or email should contact local police.

Score: -1
Comment: “These scam artists sound sophisticated and are ruthless,” Ever-

source Senior Vice President and Chief Customer Officer Penni Conner said in 
the release. “[If you] get a call and the caller’s message doesn’t look or sound 
right, don’t panic and don’t pay. Remember, we will never threaten to disconnect 
service or demand instant payment over the phone.”

QOL score: 69
Net change: +1
QOL this week: 70

What’s affecting your Quality of Life here in New Hampshire? Let us know at 
news@hippopress.com. 

8

Sangria Iced Tea

Serves: 7

Ingredients:
1 liter Smartwater®

1 Lipton® Cold Brew Tea Bag
1 medium orange, sliced
2 cups Hannaford 100% Grape Juice, chilled
1 medium lemon, sliced
1 medium lime, sliced
1 (12 oz.) can Hannaford Lemon Lime Seltzer Water, chilled

Method:
1.  In a large pitcher, brew 1 Lipton® Cold Brew Tea Bag into cold water for 10 minutes.
2. Add grape juice and sliced citrus to pitcher, and chill for one to two hours. Add 

seltzer water just before serving and pour into ice-filled glasses.

Nutritional Information
Amount per serving: Calories 60; Total Fat 0 g; Saturated Fat 0 g; 
Cholesterol 0 mg; Sodium 10 mg; Carbohydrate 15 g; Fiber 1 g; Protein 0 g; 
Total Sugar 14 g; Added Sugar 0 g

We’re committed to supporting your health and wellness goals. Our team of 
registered dietitians offer free nutritional services online and in-store. 
Thank you to our sponsors for partnering with Hannaford to offer free dietitian 
services.

Visit hannaford.com/dietitians to learn more. 

132526

nutritious
nibbles

There’s nothing like an afternoon spent 
relaxing on the patio with a refreshing drink 
in hand. With zero added sugar and colorful 
fruit, this easy to make mocktail is sure to 

be a crowd pleaser.

www.hannaford.com/dietitians
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Dear Readers,

  Now more than ever, Hippo depends on your financial support to fund our coverage. 

Please consider supporting our local food, music, arts and news coverage by becoming a 

sustaining member or making a donation online at www.hippopress.com or by mail to 195 
McGregor St., Suite 325, Manchester, NH 03102.
 

Thank you and we are truly grateful for your support!

Sincerely,

Hippo Publisher

Jody Reese

Community Supported

Fuel Delivery (Oil,  Propane, Dyed Diesel)  Service  Equipment Sales & Installation  24/7 Emergency Service  
Award-Winning Company  Refer-a-Friend  Senior, Military, Dual Fuel Discounts  Loyalty Rewards Program  

Family Owned & Operated for 89 Years

Fueling Your Community for 89 Years!

603.898.7986 | PalmerGas.com | info@PalmerGas.com | Friendly.Simple.Safe
133809

www.hippopress.com/become-a-member-today/
www.palmergas.com
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By Angie Sykeny 
asykeny@hippopress.com 

From the 1981 classic On Golden 
Pond to parts of this year’s Oscar-win-
ning Sound of Metal, New Hampshire 
has been a filming location for a num-
ber of movies. Since 1998, the New 
Hampshire Film Bureau has assisted 
filmmakers eyeing the Granite State for 
their films, serving as the connection 
between them and the state govern-
ment and communities. But if the latest 
state budget proposal is approved, that 
resource may not be around for much 
longer. People from the New Hampshire 
film industry discussed what’s at stake 
if the Film Bureau is dissolved, and why 
New Hampshire is a film destination 
worth fighting for. 

The reel deal
Gov. Chris Sununu’s proposed state 

budget for 2022-2023 includes the 
defunding and elimination of the New 
Hampshire Film Bureau, currently allo-
cated a $123,000 annual budget. 

The budget proposal has been passed 
by the House and now heads to the Sen-
ate, which is scheduled to meet on June 
4. If it’s approved, New Hampshire will 
become one of only five states without 
an official state film office. 

Matt Newton, the New Hamp-
shire Film Bureau’s director and only 
employee, declined to comment on 
the office’s future and directed media 
inquiries to the Division of Travel and 
Tourism Development, which emailed 
a statement on behalf of Business and 
Economic Affairs Commissioner Taylor 
Caswell: 

“While the workload of the Bureau of 
Film and Digital Media has declined for 
the past several years, the Governor’s 
budget proposal ensures that the Divi-
sion of Travel and Tourism Development 
will retain sufficient resources to meet 
the needs of New Hampshire’s film 
industry,” the statement said. “Further, 

this consolidation of services ensures a 
more comprehensive approach, spear-
headed by the Department of Business 
and Economic Affairs, to promote the 
development of New Hampshire’s trav-
el and tourism industry.”

Jack Northcott, a Hollis resident and 
senior director of sales at Avid Tech-
nology, a media production software 
company in Burlington, Mass., said he 
is skeptical that the Division of Travel 
and Tourism Development will continue 
the Film Bureau’s work. 

“That claim … is very disingenuous, 
because they aren’t articulating wheth-
er or not the Film Bureau will remain in 
name and the Film Bureau website will 
still be supported,” he said. “Will there 
be somebody there who actually cares?”  

When the Hippo pressed the Division 
of Travel and Tourism Development for 
confirmation that the “consolidation of 
services” would mean the elimination 
of the “New Hampshire Film office” 
in name and as a direct point of contact 
for filmmakers, Division of Travel and 
Tourism Development communications 
manager Kris Neilsen replied via email, 
“Correct, [filmmakers] will reach out to 
the NH Travel and Tourism office.” 

Tim Messina of Studio Lab, a vid-
eo production studio in Derry, also 
expressed concern about the Depart-
ment’s ability to take over the Film 
Bureau’s role. 

“[How is] someone from the Travel 
and Tourism department, who doesn’t 
have any experience in our industry … 
going to [answer] very industry-specific 
questions that come up?” he said. 

The benefits of having a 
film office

Tim Messina of Studio Lab said he uti-
lized the Film Bureau a few weeks ago 
when a filmmaker friend of his asked 
him where to get permits for shooting at 
Mount Washington. 

“The Film office … told me exact-
ly where to go and who to talk to,” he 

said. “It was a less-than-five-minute 
conversation.” 

Tyler York, senior producer at 
Big Brick Productions in Manches-
ter, works on commercial and brand 
video content and short form documen-
tary-style videos for regional, national 
and international clients, such as New 
Hampshire Lottery, iRobot, Hasbro 
Gaming, Red Bull, ESPN, Fox Sports, 
Chobani and more. He said state film 
offices are “crucial” to his job as they 
provide a connection between the film 
industry and state legislators, munici-
palities, police forces and town and city 
officials. 

“We do productions all over, and 
when we’re shooting [in another state], 
we traditionally reach out to that state’s 
film office for help with sourcing loca-
tion permits and things like that.” 

Chris Stinson, a producer and line 
producer at the Portsmouth-based film 
production company Live Free or Die 
Films, said he also has depended on the 
services provided by state film offic-
es for his work. Stinson worked as the 
line producer for the 2020 film Sound of 
Metal, which includes a driving scene 
shot on New Hampshire’s Kancama-
gus Highway. The film was nominated 
for six Oscars and won two — one for 
Film Editing and one for Sound — at 
the April 25 awards ceremony.

Stinson recalled a time when repre-
sentatives from the Massachusetts Film 
Office joined him at a meeting where 
he pitched Massachusetts as a shooting 
location for the 2019 film Knives Out. 

“[The filmmakers] were considering 
shooting it in London, but we convinced 
them to come to Massachusetts,” he 
said. “If the Massachusetts Film Office 
hadn’t helped, that movie definitely 
would have gone to London.” 

In the 2018 Hippo story “Going 
professional: How to take your cre-
ative hobby to the next level,” Newton 
explained how the Film Bureau assist-
ed and advised filmmakers in hiring a 
crew, securing a shooting location, and 
marketing and distributing their films. 
The Bureau also maintains an online 
directory of local hireable film crew 
and film services, including camera 
operators, directors, editors, casting and 
talent resources, hair and makeup and 
wardrobe professionals, sound special-
ists, stunt people, production managers 
and assistants, payroll and production 
accountants, public relations and more. 

The Bureau’s primary job is acting as 
the official liaison between filmmak-
ers and New Hampshire communities 
and state government, to help filmmak-
ers find shooting locations and acquire 
permits necessary for road closures and 
access to public spaces. 
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LOCAL FILMMAKERS EXPLAIN WHY NH COULD BE A GOOD PLACE
TO SHOOT A MOVIE AND THE STRUGGLE TO GET IT NOTICED

NHKeeping
in the picture

New Hampshire film highlights 

Here’s a look at some of the most notable mov-
ies that were filmed or partially filmed in New 
Hampshire, according to IMDB and Wikipedia. 

• The Thomas Crown Affair, 1968, starring 
Steven McQueen and Faye Dunaway, scenes 
filmed in Salem 
• On Golden Pond, 1981, starring Henry Fon-
da, Katharine Hepburn and James Fonda, scenes 
filmed at Squam Lake in Holderness 
• The Good Son, 1993, starring Macaulay 
Culkin and Elijah Wood, scenes filmed at Mir-
ror Lake in Jackson 
• Jumanji, 1995, starring Robin Williams and 

Kirsten Dunst, scenes filmed in Keene 
• The Skulls, 2000, starring Joshua Jackson and 
Paul Walker, scenes filmed at Dartmouth Col-
lege in Hanover
• The Brown Bunny, 2003, starring Vincent 
Gallo and Chloë Sevigny, scenes filmed in 
Keene 
• Live Free or Die, 2006, starring Aaron Stan-
ford, Paul Schneider and Zooey Deschanel, shot 
in Claremont 
• Sound of Metal, 2020, starring Riz Ahmed 
and Olivia Cooke, scenes filmed on New Hamp-
shire’s Kancamagus Highway. Chris Stinson of 
Portsmouth served as line producer for the film.
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“If you have a small film, closing a 
road might sound like a big deal,” New-
ton said in the 2018 story, “but working 
with [the Film Bureau] lends more cred-
ibility to your project. We can open 
doors that you might not be able to open 
by yourself.”

Losing a NH booster
Northcott said the state has offered 

little explanation about the reasoning 
behind the proposal to eliminate the 
Film Bureau. 

“We just haven’t been able to get a lot 
of feedback or dialogue from them,” he 
said. 

Having worked with more than 30 
state film offices over the course of 
his career, Stinson said he sees no rea-
son New Hampshire wouldn’t be able to 
maintain its film office. 

“A lot of these other states’ film offic-
es don’t have a big budget either; a lot 
of them are one-person offices, too,” he 
said, “but they’re still incredibly enthu-
siastic about bringing productions to 
their state. New Hampshire doesn’t even 
offer that.”

Ian Messina, director of virtual 
production at Studio Lab (and Tim Mes-
sina’s nephew), said he, too, is at a loss. 

“New Hampshire has so many dif-
ferent pockets of small businesses, and 
filmmaking is one of them, so why 
shouldn’t it have the same resources that 
other businesses have?”

York said he believes a lack of aware-
ness is to blame. 

“Many people, [including] legislators, 
don’t know that there’s a film industry 
happening here and that there’s poten-
tial and opportunity for the film industry 
to grow here,” he said. 

Losing the Film Bureau would be det-
rimental to the state’s film industry in a 
big way, Tim Messina said. 

“Without [a film office], we just lose 
our sense of direction as a state in the 
film world,” he said. “We can make it 
work [independently] to an extent, but 

the state is still a big part of it.” 
A fear being echoed by many people 

in the New Hampshire film industry is 
losing credibility that comes with hav-
ing an official state film office. 

“It’s so much cleaner when you can 
say, ‘I’m calling from the New Hamp-
shire Film office,’ as opposed to, ‘Hey, 
I’m Joe Schmo off the street, and we 
have a production coming to town,’” 
York said. 

Eliminating the Film Bureau may 
also disadvantage young and aspir-
ing filmmakers looking to stay in New 
Hampshire, Northcott said, or prompt 
them to move to another state that has 
more opportunities and a more promi-
nent support system for filmmakers. As 
a member of the advisory committee for 
a Nashua-based film education program 
for high school students, Northcott said 
he’s seeing it happen already. 

“You have all these students who are 
just dying to get into television and film 
production, but there’s no outlet for 
them locally, or they’re very limited in 
what they can do,” he said. “WMUR can 
only hire so many people.” 

Location, location
While New Hampshire remains 

largely untouched by out-of-state film-
makers, its southern neighbor boasts 
one of the most active and fastest grow-
ing film landscapes in the country. 

“There are four or five movies and TV 
shows filming in Massachusetts as we 
speak,” Stinson said. “It just seems cra-
zy to me that New Hampshire gets zero 
of that action.”

One of Massachusetts’ biggest selling 
points as a film destination — and the 
reason New Hampshire is often over-
looked — is the 25 percent tax credit 
it awards filmmakers, Stinson said. 
New Hampshire, though it offers no tax 
incentives, has other perks that filmmak-
ers would value just as much as, if not 
more than, Massachusetts’ tax credit, he 
said, but most filmmakers never take the 
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come meet our baby alpaca

Open for the season

Shop for Mother’s Day
annuals, perennials 
compost, potting soil 
and more available

Open Daily 9-6  | 70 Coburn Ave, Nashua | 595-4560
133973

Sullivan Farm

Shooting on the moon with virtual production volume at Studio Lab in Derry. Photo courtesy of Studio Lab.

Big city style at a great neighborhood salon
www.Hairpocalypse.com

B A R B E R I N G   C O S M E T O L O G Y
Tues–Fri ‘til 8pm

603-627-4301
904 Hanover Street

Manchester NH

Mom wants a new  do!

CUT  COLOR*  STYLE

Happy Mother’s Day

Only $75.00

’
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34

*single process only

www.hairpocalypse.com
www.gentledental.com
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time to research New Hampshire or nev-
er even consider New Hampshire as an 
option in the first place.

“They see ‘25 percent tax credit’ and 
that’s all they’re focused on,” Stinson 
said. 

While filming Knives Out in Massa-
chusetts, Stinson said, the crew stayed 
in a mansion for three weeks, costing 
them $500,000. If they had been film-
ing in New Hampshire, he said, he is 
“absolutely sure” they could have found 
a comparable mansion for between 
$50,000 and $100,000. 

“By going to a cheaper location 
you’ve saved 50 percent more money 
than [you would have saved] with the 
25 percent tax credit in Massachusetts,” 
Stinson said, adding that lodging in New 
Hampshire usually costs 30 to 50 per-
cent less than in Massachusetts. 

Crews would also save money on per-
mitting fees and on parking, which could 
cost up to $3,000 or $4,000 in Massa-
chusetts, compared to between $500 and 
$1,000 in New Hampshire.

Massachusetts’ robust film office is 
also a major contributor to the success 
of its film industry, York said — and 
New Hampshire should take notes. 

“With Massachusetts performing at 
the caliber that they are, it’s disappoint-
ing and, in my opinion, shortsighted,” 
York said, “for New Hampshire to fore-
go a film office at this point.” 

Banding together
According to Tim Messina, more than 

100 people who work or have an inter-
est in New Hampshire’s film industry 
have signed on to a grassroots effort to 
preserve the state film office in some 
capacity, including acclaimed docu-
mentary filmmaker and New Hampshire 
resident Ken Burns. 

“If it does have to [merge with] anoth-
er department, one of the best solutions 
would be to create a board of directors 
— people who are in the industry and 
understand it — that can help adminis-

trate what that [merge] would look like 
and how it’s going to function,” Tim 
Messina said.

Some members of the group have been 
volunteering their time and resources to 
improve the Film Bureau since before it 
was at risk of being eliminated. 

Stinson, for example, has spent more 
than a year independently creating a 
visual database of filming locations in 
New Hampshire — a project normal-
ly shouldered by a state film office, he 
said. 

“When a filmmaker is consider-
ing shooting in a state, they go to that 
state’s film office website to look at 
film location pictures, so having a loca-
tion database is huge,” he said, “and if I 
have to do it on my own, I’m willing to 
do that.” 

Northcott said the group has even 
gone so far as to offer to fund the film 
office themselves. 

“There are a lot of people who are 
interested [in] and supportive of the 
Film Bureau,” he said. “I know we 
could raise the private funding easily.” 

The Division of Travel and Tourism 
Development “gave no response and had 
no interest” in the proposition, North-
cott said. (Reached shortly before press 
time, a spokesperson for the Division 
said they would need time to formulate 
a comment and couldn’t do so by press 
time.)

Tim Messina is also seeking the gen-
eral public’s support in preserving 
the Film Bureau. On the Studio Labs 
website (studiolab.community/post/
helpsavenhfilm), he outlined a four-
point strategy that includes reaching 
out and advocating to the governor, 
the Senate Finance Committee, local 
senators and film and media organiza-
tions in the state. He urged advocates to 
explain how the issue affects them and 
include financial data about the film 
industry’s contribution to the state’s 
creative economy. 
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From Out Of The Woods Antiques
Over 30 years buying locally
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Looking For 
• Antiques 
• Jewelry
• Antique Toys
• Industrial Items

Complete Estates/Single Items

Pricing and Order Forms at:
nesharpening.com

Full service 
sharpening for home 
and industrial tools.
sharpening for home 
and industrial tools.

Full service 
sharpening for home 

28 Charron Ave. #14, Nashua
603-880-1776

10% OFF with this ad

130596

Natalie Accomando, DMD  Lynn Brennan DDS
Accomando Family Dentistry

We will create a dental experience that you will enjoy! Call us today
603.645.8510

1361 Elm St., Suite 330  Manchester, NH
www.accomandofamilydentistry.com  603.645.8510

We accept most insurance, including Delta Dental, MetLife, Guardian & Healthy Kids 
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Get an early start this year.
We have cool weather vegetables, herbs and a wide variety of 

perennials showing color and looking for a forever home!

5 Depot St, Goffstown, NH 03045
603.497.2682 | www.goffstownhardware.com

Now Open

Sandy’s Garden Center

Trigger House commercial shoot for Hisense using volume from Studio Lab in Derry. Photo courtesy of Studio Lab.

www.nesharpening.com
www.accomandofamilydentistry.com
www.goffstownhardware.com
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Shop Local, Shop Homemade
Find us in the Mall of NH next to Dicks Sporting Goods

Mon-Thur 11-7, Fri + Sat 10-8, Sun 12-6
133953

Manchester Craft Market

Mother’s Day Gifts are in!

Handmade & Handcrafted Gifts, Foods, Accessories, & Home goods
from over 200 local makers including 20 new vendors

HIPPO BEST OF 2021

224-9341 • 164 N. State St., Concord, NH 
GraniteStateNaturals.com

133861
† THESES STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IF NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.

Trusted Formulas to Support 
Your Immune System.†

We have thousands of products 
to support your healthy life!

NaturesPlus Immune 
is the most advanced 

line of immune support 
supplements: Active, 
natural ingredients 

combined with the most up-
to-date science and made 
by one of the world’s most 

trusted companies†

You won’t find them for less... 
even on the internet!

All Immune Products
ON SALE 

NOW!

Blackstone Reserve is a luxurious, active adult community featuring 
a picturesque setting and 66 single-family detached condos. Located 
in Raymond, NH, halfway between Manchester and the New Hampshire 
seacoast. Residents will enjoy a low maintenance environment, community 
living and a physical environment to stay active and young. 

HOUSES STARTING AT $427,900
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

CALL FRANK DIDONATO
603.867.0328 (CELL)

fdidonato@kw.com | 603.232.8282 (office)
blackstonereserve.com

Exclusive listings of Frank DiDonato and Keller Williams Metropolitan

Your Gateway from the City to the Seacoast.

AN ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITY IN RAYMOND, NH
61 Lane Road Raymond, NH
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ARTS

 

• Group art show: The New Hamp-
shire Art Association presents its “Body 
of Work: Series I” exhibition, featuring 
artwork in a variety of media by eight 
local artists, online and in person at the 
NHAA’s Robert Lincoln Levy Gallery 
(136 State St., Portsmouth) now through 
May 2. NHAA holds several “Body 
of Work” exhibitions each year. “By 
exhibiting multiple works, the featured 
artists are able to present their overall 
artistic vision, sometimes difficult to do 
with one or two pieces,” the Association 
said in a press release. All works are for 
sale. Gallery hours are Wednesday and 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Visit nhartassociation.org or call 
431-4230. 

• Art for sale: Studio 550 Art Center 
(550 Elm St., Manchester) will have a 
Spring Cleaning and Community Fund-
raiser from May 3 through May 8. There 
will be a variety of handmade items by 
local artists for sale, including bowls for 
$15, with proceeds supporting Families 
in Transition – New Horizons’ efforts to 
end hunger and homelessness in the local 

community. A $1 pottery sale of aban-
doned workshop pottery will benefit 
Studio 550’s Clay for Kids Scholarship. 
Fundraiser hours are Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday through Saturday, 
from noon to 7:30 p.m., and Wednesday, 
from 2 to 6 p.m. Call 232-5597 or visit 
info@550arts.com. 

• African fashion: The Seacoast Afri-
can American Cultural Center (located 
inside the Portsmouth Historical Soci-
ety, 10 Middle St., Portsmouth) presents 
an exhibit, “Fashion Forward: Africana 
Style,” on view May 1 through Sept. 
1. The exhibit showcases Black fash-
ion and explores connections between 
African American and African design 
aesthetics from past to present. See 
photos from Sapeurs: Ladies and Gen-
tlemen of the Congo by London-based 
photographer Tariq Zaidi; vintage Afri-
can fashion pieces from 1930s Liberia 
reflecting influences of Islam and Afri-
can American immigration; and more 
than a dozen contemporary fashion and 
fabric art pieces created or owned by 
African and African American wom-
en living and working on the Seacoast 
and throughout the East Coast. Gallery 
hours are Monday through Sunday, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; visitors must reserve 
a 45-minute time slot in advance. Walk-
in guests will be accommodated as space 
permits. Tickets cost $10 for the gener-
al public and $5 for Historical Society 
members and are available through 
eventbrite.com. Call 430-6027 or visit 
saacc-nh.org. 

• Irish playwright showcase: Man-
chester-based theater company Theatre 
Kapow continues its 13th season with 
a livestreamed production of Room 
April 30 through May 2, with show-
times on Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday 
at 2 and 7:30 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
The show features three stories by two 
Irish playwrights: A Girl’s Bedroom and 
Room 303 by Enda Walsh and the Amer-
ican premiere of I Used to Feel by Ailís 
Ní Ríain. “What I love about Room is 
that, at the heart of it, the piece is really 
just about one character in a single room 
at one point in his or her life,” artistic 
director Matt Cahoon said in a press 
release. Tickets cost $10 per stream-
ing device. Ticket holders will be sent 
the link to watch the show. Visit tkapow.
com. — Angie Sykeny 

The latest from NH’s theater, arts
and literary communities

“The Boundaries of Our Love,” oil painting by Brittany 
Soucy,  featured in NHAA’s “Body of Work” exhibition. 
Courtesy photo.

“Pastoral,” watercolor painting by Ellen Hopkins Fountain, 
featured in NHAA’s “Body of Work” exhibition. Courtesy photo. 

Studio 550 bowls. Courtesy photo. 

14

Art
Call for Art
• FIBER ART EXHIBIT The 
Surface Design Association’s 
(SDA) New Hampshire Group 
invites New Hampshire fiber 
artists to submit work for its 
upcoming exhibit of fiber art and 
textiles, “Tension: Process in the 
Making.” Exhibit will run July 24 
through Sept. 4 at Twiggs Gallery 
(254 King St., Boscawen). Sub-
mission deadline is Fri., May 1. 
Visit twiggsgallery.wordpress.
com or call 975-0015. 
• SUMMER ARTIST-IN-RES-
IDENCE PROGRAM Canter-
bury Shaker Village (288 Shaker 
Road, Canterbury) is accepting 
applications for its two-week 
summer residency. Open to visu-
al artists of all media who are 
interested in creating art inspired 
by the architecture, landscape, 
traditional crafts, furniture, artis-
tic endeavors and culture of the 
Shakers. Resident artists will live 
and work onsite at the village 
and talk with visitors about their 
creative process. To apply, email 
csvjuror@gmail.com with a bio 
or resume, an artist’s statement, 
a paragraph about why you’re 

interested in the residency and 
what you hope to accomplish, and 
five images of your most recent 
artwork. Deadline is Fri., May 1. 
Call 783-9511 or visit shakers.org. 

Exhibits
• “BODY OF WORK: SERIES 
I” New Hampshire Art Associa-
tion presents an exhibition featur-
ing artwork in a variety of media 
by eight local artists. On view 
now through May 2. Online and 
in person at the NHAA’s Robert 
Lincoln Levy Gallery, 136 State 
St., Portsmouth. All works are 
for sale. Gallery hours are Mon-
day and Tuesday by appointment, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. 
Visit nhartassociation.org or call 
431-4230. 
• 35TH ANNUAL OMER T. 
LASSONDE JURIED EXHIBI-
TION The New Hampshire Art 
Association presents a group art 
show featuring works in a variety 
of media by NHAA members and 
non-members. NHAA’s Robert 
Lincoln Levy Gallery (136 State 
St., Portsmouth). On view now 

through May 30. Call 431-4230 
and visit nhartassociation.org.
• “TRANSFORMATIONS: 
NATURE AND BEYOND” The 
New Hampshire Art Association 
presents works by digital art-
ist William Townsend. Greater 
Concord Chamber of Commerce 
Gallery, 49 S. Main St., Concord. 
On display now through June 
17. Gallery hours are Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Visit nhartassociation.org or 
call 431-4230.
•  “THE BODY IN ART: 
FROM THE SPIRITUAL 
TO THE SENSUAL” Exhibit 
provides a look at how artists 
through the ages have used the 
human body as a means of cre-
ative expression. On view now 
through Sept. 1. Currier Museum 
of Art, 150 Ash St., Manchester. 
Museum admission tickets cost 
$15, $13 for seniors age 65 and 
up, and must be booked online. 
Call 669-6144 or visit currier.org. 
• “CRITICAL CARTOGRA-
PHY” Exhibit features immer-
sive large-scale drawings by 
Larissa Fassler that reflect the 
Berlin-based artist’s observations 
of downtown Manchester while 

she was an artist-in-residence 
at the Currier Museum in 2019. 
On view now through fall. Cur-
rier Museum of Art, 150 Ash St., 
Manchester. Museum admission 
tickets cost $15, $13 for seniors 
age 65 and up, and must be 
booked online. Call 669-6144 or 
visit currier.org. 
• GALLERY ART A new collec-
tion of art by more than 20 area 
artists on display now in-person 
and online. Creative Ventures 
Gallery (411 Nashua St., Mil-
ford). Call 672-2500 or visit cre-
ativeventuresfineart.com. 
• “TOMIE DEPAOLA AT THE 
CURRIER” Exhibition cele-
brates the illustrator’s life and 
legacy through a collection of his 
original drawings. On view now. 
Currier Museum of Art, 150 Ash 
St., Manchester. Museum admis-
sion tickets cost $15, $13 for 
seniors age 65 and up, and must 
be booked online. Call 669-6144 
or visit currier.org. 
• “RETABLOS RECONSID-
ERED” Exhibit features works 
by 12 artists inspired by reta-
blos, the honorific art form of 
devotional paintings that relate 
to miraculous events. Twiggs 

Gallery (254 King St., Boscaw-
en). On view now through June 
6. Gallery hours are Thursday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m. Call 975-0015 or visit 
twiggsgallery.wordpress.com.

Special events 
• MAGNIFY VOICES 
EXPRESSIVE ARTS CELE-
BRATION Youth artwork show-
cased to help raise awareness and 
decrease stigma of mental illness 
and affect change to ensure social 
and emotional health for all chil-
dren in New Hampshire. May, 
date TBA. Visit tinyurl.com/
magnifyvoices2021 or email 
magnifyvoices@gmail.com.

Theater
Shows
•  GODSPELL The Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre presents. Vir-
tual and in person at 125 Bow St., 
Portsmouth. Now through May 
30. Visit seacoastrep.org or call 
433-4472. 
•  FUN HOME The Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre presents. 
125 Bow St., Portsmouth. Now 
through May 28. Visit seacoas-

trep.org or call 433-4472.
• COMEDY OUT OF THE 
’BOX The Hatbox Theatre (Stee-
plegate Mall, 270 Loudon Road, 
Concord). Sat., May 8, May 22 
and June 5, and Thurs., June 24, 
7:30 p.m. Tickets cost $22 for 
adults, $19 for members, seniors 
and students, and $16 for senior 
members. Call 715-2315 or visit 
hatboxnh.com. 
•  FAME JR. The Seacoast Rep-
ertory Theatre PAPA Jr. presents. 
Virtual and in person at 125 Bow 
St., Portsmouth. May 5 through 
May 12. Visit seacoastrep.org or 
call 433-4472.
• QUEEN CITY IMPROV 
The Hatbox Theatre (Steeple-
gate Mall, 270 Loudon Road, 
Concord). Fri., May 7, May 21 
and June 4, and Thurs., June 17, 
7:30 p.m. Tickets cost $22 for 
adults, $19 for members, seniors 
and students, and $16 for senior 
members. Call 715-2315 or visit 
hatboxnh.com. 
• 42ND STREET Recorded live 
in London. Virtual screening pre-
sented by Capitol Center for the 
Arts in Concord. May 12 through 
May 19. $15 per ticket. Call 225-
1111 or visit ccanh.com. 
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I notice all the yellow pol-
len dropped on my car by 
pine trees. Pines produce huge 
amounts of pollen, but it is 
waxy and not very irritating to 
your nasal membranes. And it’s 
heavy, so it doesn’t fly far. 

After the trees do their 
thing, along come the grass-
es. The seven worst offenders 
are introduced species of grass, 
including orchard grass, blue-
grasses and timothy grass, 
which is commonly grown for animal feed. 
Grasses are wind-pollinated, and their pollen can 
float long distances. Your lawn should not be a 
problem so long as you never let the grass get tall 
enough to blossom. But fungal spores in the lawn 
can cause allergic reactions and can be stirred up 
by mowing, so if you get hay fever, you have a 
good excuse to get your spouse or kid to do the 
mowing.

Flowers with flashy form generally are not 
significant allergy-producers. Tulips, delphinium 
and peonies are obviously trying to get attention. 
They are the flirts — and insect-pollinated. Oth-
ers such as hostas are among those least likely to 
cause an allergic reaction.

According to Lucy Huntington in her book 
Creating a Low-Allergen Garden, members of 
the daisy family have flowers that are insect-pol-
linated, but their pollen is highly allergenic to 
most sufferers. Chrysanthemums, asters, mari-
golds and zinnias can bother folks with allergies. 

I suppose that is particularly the 
case if you enjoy sniffing their 
scents. She also suggests avoid-
ing geraniums (Pelargonium 
hybrids), strawflowers, dahlia 
hybrids, foxglove, sunflowers, 
nicotiana and cosmos.

Huntington’s book is full of 
lists and suggestions for low-al-
lergen plants. Here are some of 
her suggestions for plants suit-
able for people with pollen 
allergies:

Annuals: Snapdragons, petunias, annual 
phlox, scarlet sage, purple salvia, pansies, baco-
pa, California poppies, nasturtiums and verbena

Perennials: columbine, astilbe, bellflowers, 
bleeding heart, delphinium, daylilies, Siberian 
iris, peonies, oriental poppies, penstemon, gar-
den phlox, Jacob’s ladder, hollyhocks, alliums, 
globe flower, lady’s mantle, coral bells, catnip, 
hosta, foamflower and periwinkle.

 The good news is this: Pollen is generally 
released in the morning, and by evening much of 
it has settled down, so evening should be a bet-
ter time to garden. And rain knocks the pollen out 
of the air, so run outside and pull weeds after a 
nice downpour. You don’t have to cut down the 
culprits, and wearing a Covid mask will help if 
pollen is really bugging you!

 
Henry is a gardening consultant and the 

author of four gardening books. Reach him at 
henry.homeyer@comcast.net. 

By Henry Homeyer
listings@hippopress.com

If you suffer from 
spring allergies, this 
would be a good time 
to know what plants 
are affecting your 

comfort. Right now, many trees are dumping 
their pollen. Most trees are wind-pollinated and 
produce lots of pollen. They depend on the wind 
to move pollen around — and up your nose. 

Although some trees and shrubs produce both 
male and female flowers, many are dioecious, 
meaning that male and female flowers are on 
separate plants. It is thus to their advantage to 
produce their (insignificant-looking) flowers and 
lots of pollen before the leaves get in the way. 
Which for me is right now. Showy flowers do not 
necessarily mean that trees like catalpa are low on 
the aggravation index (they are rated 8 of 10 on 
the index), but others like magnolias are lower. 
Both of those are pollinated by insects.

Of the trees, male poplars are among the worst 
— and in my area, they are just starting to bloom. 
Other culprits include willows, birches, oaks and 
some maples, but not all. If you are buying trees, 
look for trees that have separate male and female 

plants (as opposed to both on one). Always buy 
the female specimen if you can, as it is the males 
that produce the pollen and cause the allergic 
reactions. Not all plant tags will tell you if the 
plant is male or female, but good nurseries may 
know.

Very popular in the landscape industry right 
now is the Hakuru nashiki willow. It has tri-col-
ored (green, white and pink) leaves in June and 
is sold either as a multi-stemmed shrub or as a 
“standard.” Standards are created by grafting 
branches on the top of a straight, bare-of-branch-
es stem that is generally about 4 feet tall. As far 
as I know, Hakuru nashiki willows are all female, 
so they do not create the pollen that a pussy wil-
low produces. 

Want a nice pussy willow? Not all are bad for 
the allergy-prone. It is worth consulting a book 
like Tom Ogren’s Allergy-Free Gardening that 
lists trees and flowers species by species (and 
often with cultivars) with their potential for mak-
ing you miserable. Ogren’s book lists “Weeping 
Sally” as a pussy willow with the lowest rating 
for causing allergies, while the male forms of 
white willow are among the worst rated. Even so, 
many of the males are sold as named cultivars for 
decorative purposes.

Not all pollen is created equal. Each spring 

INSIDE/OUTSIDE
Spring allergy season
Which plants are making you sneeze

Catalpa blossoms are showy and 
insect-pollinated but still can cause 
hay fever. Courtesy photo.
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Sadie Burgess
listings@hippopress.com

Jason Lindahl bought his first comic book 
when he was 6 years old. More than 40 years 
later, he still loves those brightly colored pages 
and has found a way to surround himself with 
them: by opening a comic book store in down-
town Dover.

Khaotic Comics opened April 17, the loca-
tion chosen because of the city’s lack of comics. 

“There’s been a huge need for it in this area,” 
he said. “People in the Dover area had to go to 
Rochester or Newington to buy comic books. 
… I’ve got customers that used to take buses 
over to Newington because that was the only 
place they could get the stuff they wanted to 
read.”

Lindahl believes that comic books have been 
and still are making a comeback. 

“The industry is building up,” he said. 
“There’s more and more movies coming out. 
Comic books are becoming more and more 
popular.”

The shop’s name is inspired by the nature 
of comic book stores, with the purposeful mis-
spelling adding to the meaning. 

“When you look in a comic book store, it can 
look kind of chaotic,” he said with a laugh.

Lindahl and his wife already have experi-
ence with owning and operating businesses: 
He runs a generator company and she runs 
a health care company. Still, opening a new 
business in these times was nerve-wracking, 
despite the field’s growing popularity, Lindahl 
said. Between financial concerns, communi-
ty interest and finding a location, there was no 
shortage of stress.

But so far, it’s all been worth it. Opening day 
was met with great success. 

“We had over 400 people show up at the 
store,” Lindahl said. “My wife served over 200 
[free] hot dogs to anybody that wanted them.” 

Lindahl hopes that Khaotic Comics can be a 
meaningful addition to the Dover community. 

“I’d like to help out the library and youth 
groups,” he said. “I can give them free com-
ic books to help with education and reading.” 

The shop also plans to offer tabletop gaming, 
such as Pokemon and Dungeons & Dragons.

 “Kids will have a place to come and hang 
out and relax and be in a safe environment,” 
he said. 

INSIDE/OUTSIDE

So Khaotic
New comic book store opens in Dover

Khaotic Comics

Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 7 days a week
Where: 590 Central Ave., Dover
More info: khaoticcomics.com
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INSIDE/OUTSIDE 

Family fun for the weekend

Animal fun
A traveling petting zoo and horse and pony 

rides will be part of the Power of Angels 
Kitty Angels Fundraiser, which takes place 
Saturday, May 1, and Sunday, May 2, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Treasures, Antiques, Col-
lectibles & More (106 Ponemah Road, 
Amherst, 672-2535, treasuresnh.com). The 
weekend will also feature artists and arti-
sans, live entertainment, food vendors, flea 
market and yard sales and a raffle — and of 
course, adoptable kitties. Proceeds go to Kit-
ty Angels, a no-kill cat shelter that rescues 
stray and abandoned cats and kittens, treats 
their injuries or health issues and then places 
them into new homes.

Explore the live animal exhibit trail, which 
features a new raptor exhibit, when Squam 
Lakes Natural Science Center (23 Science 
Center Road, Holderness, 968-7194) opens 
for the season on Saturday, May 1. The rap-
tor complex includes nine raptor species in 
new aviaries, including a bald eagle and great 
horned owl. At another exhibit, children can 
imagine themselves as baby birds hatching 
out of giant eggs, and there’s a new Songbird 
Feeding Station for visitors to observe wild 
birds that visit the Science Center. The Hid-
den Stories Exhibit, which opened in 2020, 
uses trail cameras to observe red fox, white-
tailed deer, coyote and black bear. Hours are 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, with the last trail 
admission in the 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. time slot. 
Trail admission is $18 for adults and seniors 
(age 16+), $13 for youth ages 3 to 15, and 

free to children 2 and younger. Tickets must 
be purchased in advance at nhnature.org. 
The center’s Squam Lake Cruises, which 
feature lake wildlife, will begin in mid-May. 
Tickets are available online. 

Family activity
New Hampshire Children’s Trust is offer-

ing a free download of its Strengthening 
Families Across NH Activity Book, which 
is designed for young children and early 
adolescents and features activities like word 
searches, mazes, coloring pages and drawing 
pages, all with messages that promote things 
like resilience and positive relationships. 
New Hampshire Children’s Trust works to 
prevent child abuse by strengthening fami-
lies with basic supports, parenting education 
and more. Download the activity book at 
nhchildrenstrust.org/prevention. 

New Hampshire Children’s Trust is offering a free down-
load of its Strengthening Families Across NH Activity 
Book. Courtesy image.
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MASK UP AND COME SEE US 
CURBSIDE DELIVERY AND MAIL ORDER ALSO AVAILABLE

            Dungeons & Dragons • Pokemon 
Magic The Gathering • Board Games

DMCOMICS.COM
(603) 669-9636 • 245 Maple St, Manchester

(603) 715-2683 • 67 S Main St, Concord

133853

We buy and trade comics and collectibles!

APRIL CAN BE

TAXING,
CATCH A BREAK

AT THE Y!

$10.40 JOIN FEE
APRIL 23 - APRIL 30

YMCA Allard Center of Goffstown
YMCA of Downtown Manchester

YMCA of the Seacoast
YMCA of Strafford County

www.graniteymca.org
133989

TREASURE HUNT

Dear Donna, 
I have a set of clear Pyrex 

bowls that I got at a yard sale. 
I’m wondering if they have 
value to them, being a set of 
three. All are in really great 
unused condition. I have seen 
pattern Pyrex pieces for much 
more than I paid for these, so 
I am curious.

Linda 

Dear Linda,
I think the set of bowls is sweet, and 

being Pyrex is a plus. But keep in mind 
Pyrex is still produced today. Many pat-
terns have changed and there have been 
some different styles as well over time. The 
company started in Corning, N.Y., but now 
is in Pennsylvania. Can’t think of any home 
that doesn’t have a piece or several in it. 
The stuff was made to last, and that it did. 

I would say that values are in the patterns, 

age, condition and rarity of 
production of pieces. So clear 
and common form at any age 
would be in the lower end of 
values. Not knowing what you 
paid I still think in today’s sec-
ondary market the set of three 
would be in the range of $25. 
You can’t buy a good set of 

bowls cheaper these days.

Donna Welch has spent more than 30 years 
in the antiques and collectibles field, apprais-
ing and instructing, and recently closed the 
physical location of From Out Of The Woods 
Antique Center (fromoutofthewoodsantiques.
com) but is still doing some buying and sell-
ing. She is a member of The New Hampshire 
Antiques Dealer Association. If you have 
questions about an antique or collectible send 
a clear photo and information to Donna at 
footwdw@aol.com, or call her at 391-6550 
or 624-8668. 

www.graniteymca.org
www.dmcomics.com
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Dear Car Talk: 
My wife always 

drives with the head-
lights on; I do not. I 
try to tell her the lights 
only last so long, so 
use them just when you 
need them. Plus, with 
cars these days, you 

can’t just pop out the lens, plug in a new 
bulb and pop the lens back on. She says 
that’s ancient thinking, and that today’s 
lights last far longer than they used to. It’s 
been a while since high school auto shop, 
but help me out here. There is a week’s 
worth of cooking and dishwashing riding 
on your answer. — Steve

Well, you’re technically correct, Steve. A 
headlight only has so many hours in it. 

But you can say the same thing about 
a seatbelt. Or the lightbulb you use to get 
down the stairs at night. And you wouldn’t 
worry about the cost of using those things, 
would you? 

Many studies have found a 5% to 10% 
reduction in head-on collisions when driv-
ers use their daytime running lights during 
daylight hours. Presumably, headlights, 
being brighter, would be at least as effec-
tive, if not more. 

So it’s safer. The issue is, what’s the cost? 
Well, there’s a small cost in fuel economy, 
because there’s no free energy. But it’s tiny. 
Less than 1% for DRLs.

What about the bulbs? Typical halogen 
bulbs last in the neighborhood of 1,000 
hours. So if you travel at an average of 40 
mph and use your headlights all the time, 
you’ll be replacing your bulbs every 40,000 
miles or so. 

For how much? About $30 a bulb. So, if 
you drive 13,000 miles a year, that’ll cost 
you $60 every three years. Or, five cents 
a day. If you only use your lights at night, 
you’ll spend about half of that, two and a 
half cents a day. 

But if your wife gets into a head-on colli-
sion because her lights are off, the co-pay for 
the emergency room visit will be hundreds if 
not thousands of dollars. And your car insur-
ance won’t cover the full replacement cost, 
so add another $5,000 there. And then, for 
however many weeks or months it takes your 
poor wife to recuperate, you’ll be doing all 
the cooking and dishwashing.

Even with more expensive HID headlights 
that some cars have (which cost a lot more 
but last a lot longer, too), I think the safety 
argument outweighs the cost. 

So take the “L” here, and do your one 

week of chores now. And be grateful 
you’re able to make your wife safer for a 
few cents a day.

Dear Car Talk:
I have a 1999 Chevy Boat (aka Suburban). 

It has 158K miles on it, is in great condition 
and is now driven about 2,500 miles a year, 
tops. Three years ago, I transitioned to an 
electric Chevy Bolt for most of my driving 
but want to keep the Suburban.

It can’t be sold for much, and oh how use-
ful it is when I need to do a heavy chore or a 
twice a year road trip. Plus, if I sell it, some-
one will drive it a lot and pollute a ton with it. 

My question is: How do I maintain my ‘99 
beast for the next 20 years? Do I need to do 
some “special stuff” not on a list, like have 
the wheel bearings greased or differential 
fluid changed some time? Should I change 
the transmission fluid too? I change the oil 
myself and replaced the plugs at 100,000 
miles.

I’m just feebly trying to save the planet. 
— Steve  

The short answer is no, Steve. You don’t 
need to do anything special. Your 2,500 
miles a year — or a couple of hundred miles 
a month — is actually enough to keep things 
lubricated and moving. So I’m not concerned 

about anything seizing up due to neglect or 
disuse. 

I’d change the oil once a year or two, and 
I’d use a synthetic oil if you haven’t done 
so already. And then continue to follow the 
maintenance schedule. Whatever it calls for, 
do it. I know it stopped in the book at 100,000 
miles, but use your high school math skills 
to figure out the intervals and apply them to 
your current mileage. So, if the book calls for 
a new air filter at 60,000 miles, you’d do that 
at 120,000 and 180,000, too. 

Of course, random things will go wrong 
with it, like they will with any old heap. Your 
fuel pump will croak. Your exhaust system 
will rot. But you’ll just have to fix that stuff 
as it happens — like the rest of us jamokes. 

My one piece of advice would be to have 
an actual mechanic look it over once a year, 
just to notice safety-related stuff you might 
not see. A mechanic can put it up on a lift and 
let you know if a wheel bearing is about to 
go, if your brake lines are rotting or if your 
fuel line is corroding.

And by putting it on the lift, he can also 
check its structural integrity. If he raises the 
lift and it goes right through the undercar-
riage and up through the floorboards, that’s a 
sign it’s time to say goodbye, Steve.
Visit Cartalk.com.  

INSIDE/OUTSIDE CAR TALK

When it comes to headlights, safety outweighs cost

By Ray Magliozzi

18

Creative
Ventures

gallery

411 Nashua Street
Milford NH • 603.672.2500 

133817

Contact us at 603-672-2500
creativeventuresfineart.com

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

For kids age 5-12 years | Following all NH state guidelines | OPEN to non-members 133639

FRANCO-AMERICAN CENTRE
Live Free et parlez français

Sponsored by

www.stmarysbank.com

STAY CONNECTED! 
SIGN UP FOR FAC ENEWS
DETAILS: FACNH.COM

We’re now on YouTube! 
Discover the world’s French 

cultures one recipe at a time.

More information at
FACNH.COM/NEWS/FRANCOFOODS

The
Franco-American Centre

Presents

13
30
51

www.facnh.com/news/francofoods
www.ehsc.com
www.creativeventuresfineart.com
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Fuffill all your nail & spa needs

DW Highway North • Manchester • northsideplazanh.com  
132125

Cityside Laundromat • Fantastic Sams • Hannaford Supermarket
H & R Block •  Mathnasium • NH Liquor & Wine Outlet 

New Happy Garden • Radiant Nail & Spa
Shorty’s Mexican Roadhouse • Workout Club

CPA-MBA Certified Tax Resolution Specialist
The best compliment you can give me is a referral

95 Eddy Rd., Suite #617, Manchester 836-5001
www.RodgerWWolfCPA.biz  •  Rodger@wolfcpa.comcastbiz.net

Settle your back
tax problems 

PERMANENTLY
I have saved taxpayers 

millions of dollars

Past due tax returns or 
lost records no problem

• Tax Preparation
• IRS Representation 
• Offers in Compromise

133518

Why do folks love it here? It could be the work environment, the 
culture, or maybe even the job itself. We like to think it’s the people 
(that’s what our customers and partners tell us). Whether you’re an 
experienced sales professional or eager to make a name for yourself, 
there’s room for you at Connection. We’re happy to chat about our 
team and the benefits we can offer you:

Connection is committed to equal opportunity and proud to be an affirmative action employer.

8 YEARS
That’s the average tenure of our inside sales 
reps. It’s the highest in the tech industry—
and rising.

Guaranteed base salary plus uncapped commission 
(ask HR about the sales career path and how quickly our reps 
can make six figures!)

A dedicated Sales Coach for your first year

8 weeks of paid training

Amazing tech experts to help you position the right products 
from our partners—Apple, Cisco, HP, Microsoft, and more

Generous paid vacation, medical, dental, and vision benefits

Tuition reimbursement and 401k with match

If you’re curious about turning a job into a long and rewarding  
career, we’d love to hear from you.

©2021  PC Connection, Inc.  All rights reserved. Connection® and we solve IT® are trademarks of PC Connection, Inc.  
All other copyrights and trademarks remain the property of their respective owners.       C1275789-0321

WWW.CONNECTION.COM/CAREERS

133691

www.rodgerwwolfcpa.biz
www.northsideplazanh.com
www.connection.com/careers
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CAREERS

Felix Alvarado Jr., better known on the job as Mr. “A,” is a professional educator and director 
of Straight “A” Academy, a college preparation education service in southern New Hampshire. 

Explain your job and what it 
entails. 

January through April, my job is all 
about working directly with students, 

helping them improve their SAT and ACT prep 
scores. … Then there’s a period of time where 
I’m able to focus more on business and profes-
sional development, staying on top of the latest 
trends and what’s new with the testing and col-
lege admissions process. … Late summer through 
October is another big testing season, so I’m back 
to primarily working with students. 

How long have you had this job? 
I’ve been a professional educator for 35 years, 

but I started focusing on test prep and college 
admissions and launched Straight “A” Academy 
in 2008. 

What led you to this career field and your 
current job? 

I started out in pre-med. … After a couple of 
years at [college], I was doing a lot of soul-search-
ing, and I took one of those skills tests, and it told 
me, ‘teacher.’ I looked at it and said, ‘That reso-
nates. … That’s what I’ve known all along.’ … I 
transitioned out of pre-med into education. … I 
had been a classroom teacher for 20-some years 
when I decided to launch a tutoring center in Bed-
ford. I ... started specializing in SAT and ACT test 
preparation, because there was a strong demand. 
… I ended up getting enough business after that 
first year that I had to leave the classroom. 

What kind of training did you need?
In terms of being a test prep or college admis-

sions coach, there’s not a specific certification 

out there. The training that I found 
was most important to me as a test 
prep coach was ... my profession-
al training in education in college, 
but beyond that, just experience 
[teaching] … and learning how to 
... read my students to find the best 
way to help them understand. 

What is your typical at-work 
attire? 

Business-casual to casual. I try not to be too 
formal with my students because one of my 
objectives is to make them feel comfortable. 

How has your job changed over the last year? 
Believe it or not, all the Covid [changes] have 

been seamless for me. I’ve been using platforms 
like Zoom to work with students around the 
world … for many years. The biggest change for 
me is that I had to totally close down my phys-
ical office in Merrimack last year, and now all 
my work is done in cyberspace. … I’m waiting 
to find the right time and place to reopen a physi-
cal office, but honestly, I don’t know that I really 
need to, because … I’m as effective in my Zoom 
room as I am in my office. 

What do you wish you’d known at the begin-
ning of your career?

I wish I had known about all of the oppor-
tunities in education other than just [being a] 
classroom teacher. … I would have specialized 
[in college prep coaching] sooner.

What do you wish other people 
knew about your job? 

I think some people have this 
feeling that tutors are [educators 
who] weren’t good enough to be a 
classroom teacher, and that’s obvi-
ously not fair or true. I wish people 
knew that tutoring is, in many 
ways, much more challenging. 
You have to be very skilled to do 
it well … and you feel more pres-

sure to help your student succeed when it’s just 
you [one-on-one with] your student. 

What was the first job you ever had?
The summer after seventh grade, I worked in a 

restaurant, busing tables, cleaning bathrooms and 
sometimes helping in the kitchen. 

What’s the best piece of work-related advice 
you’ve ever received? 

Specialize in one thing, and be the best you can 
be at that one thing. — Angie Sykeny 

Felix Alvarado, Jr.
Founder/director, Straight “A” Academy

Felix Alvarado, Jr.

Five favorites

Favorite book: The Bible and A Tale of Two 
Cities.
Favorite movie: The Man Who Knew Too 
Little.
Favorite music: Handel’s Water Music and, 
being Latino, I have to give a nod to salsa, 
merengue and bachata. 
Favorite food: Mexican food.
Favorite thing about NH: The proximity to 
a wide array of activities. 
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The Nashua School District 
is seeking

• Sub teachers - 6867
• Sub Paras - 6868
• Sub Lunch Monitors - 7113
• Sub LPNs - 6686
• Sub Nurses - 7129 

 Applicants must hold RN License 

Applicants should apply 
online at www.nashua.edu 

See posting number.

132440

This is an excellent opportunity 
to make a difference for children 

in the Nashua community.

LOOKING FOR 
NEW HIRES?

FIND THEM THROUGH

With unemployment below 3% in NH your best 
potential employees are not cruising the job boards. 

But they ARE reading the Hippo- 
the region’s largest print publication!

Expand your pool of applicants by reaching the 
Hippo’s local audience of 205,000 readers 

across southern New Hampshire.

Take advantage of our FREE design services to craft 
a hiring ad that stands out against other job listings! 

For more information, 
call (603) 625-1855 Ext. 150

130268

www.nashua.edu
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WE MAKE APPLYING EASY!
Online: www.EandRCleaners.com/employment
Email: mgardner@eandrcleaners.com
OR Apply in person
Stop by to fill out an application 8:30-12:30 Daily
80 Ross Avenue, Manchester NH 03103

JOIN THE E&R 
LAUNDRY TEAM!

134040

Who Are We? We are a World Class, Family-Owned Laundry Processing Center, that 
has over 200 Employees and has been in business for 100 years!

We are located in the heart of Manchester, NH and promote a culture of inclusion, 
diversity and the opportunity for career advancement, from within.

Competitive pay to commensurate 
with experience

Job Types: Full-time, Part-time
Pay: $22.00 - $25.00 per hour

Industrial Maintenance Mechanic
What Are We Looking For? An experienced Industrial Mechanic, (or a candidate who 
has a mechanical background and is looking for career advancement) who enjoys a 

fast paced and hands on environment and has the following characteristics:
• Team player attitude
• Self-motivated
• Honest and trustworthy
• Adaptable to change
• Excellent communication skills
• Organized & task oriented
• Must pass background check and  

pre-employment drug testing
• Capable of lifting and maneuvering up  

to 75 lbs.

Additionally, these are the minimum 
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities that a 
successful candidate should possess:

• Strong skill set in mechanics
• A minimum of five years’ experience with Commercial 

and Industrial Equipment

• Working knowledge of Industrial Laundry (Preferred)
• Working knowledge of low voltage/high voltage wiring
• Working knowledge of Electrical/Mechanical
• Working knowledge of hydraulic, Steam Air & Water 

Systems

• Working knowledge of Safety Policies & Osha 
guidelines

Now Hiring 
Road and Bridge Laborers

Paid training, benefits, an essential employer. 
Apply online at audleyconstruction.com

PROUDLY SERVING 
AMERICA’S 

CONSTRUCTION 
NEEDS IN NORTHERN 

NEW ENGLAND603-224-7724 | 1113 Route 3-A Bow, NH

ROAD • BRIDGES • HIGHWAY
WATER • SEWER • DRAINAGE
LARGE SITE WORK PROJECTS

133980

134068

www.eandrcleaners.com/employment
www.audleyconstruction.com
www.labellewinery.com
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By Matt Ingersoll
mingersoll@hippopress.com

After a lost festival year for local food 
truckers in 2020, a new event will bring 
more than half a dozen of them to Hampstead 
this weekend. The inaugural “Hampstead 
Eats” food truck festival will be held out-
side Hampstead Congregational Church on 
Main Street on Saturday, May 1, also featur-
ing a full afternoon schedule of live music 
and a food drive to support the New Hamp-
shire Food Bank.

Event coordinator Roxanne McGaffigan 
said attendees ages 5 and up pay an admis-
sion fee to gain entry to the event, with food 
selections then priced per item. The festival 
is being held in part as a fundraiser for the 
renovation and upkeep of the town’s Con-
gregational Church. 

“People can bring their own blanket or 
bring a chair … and hang out and listen to 
music, or go back to their car,” McGaffigan 
said. “We are following all of the CDC’s 
guidelines, so we are asking people to wear 
a mask or a face-covering when they’re not 
eating … [and] we’ll also have hand sanitiz-
er stations.”

The trucks, McGaffigan said, will be 
diverse in their menu offerings. Each will be 
parked on the driveway just to the left of the 
church, with lots of open grass nearby for 
blankets and chairs. 

For Christy and Nick Ortins of The Hun-
gry Caterpillar, this will be their first food 
truck festival since launching their plant-
based comfort concept last June. The 
couple’s original plan had been to secure 
bookings at festivals, but the pandemic 
caused them to pivot to contacting near-
by business owners about potential parking 
spots. Their most prevalent location hap-
pens to be just a few miles away from the 
church, in the parking lot of Hampstead 
Health & Fitness.

Menu items from The Hungry Caterpil-

lar, Christy Ortins said, will likely include 
Buffalo cauliflower bites, hand-cut french 
fries, and a sandwich known as the “Pat-
ty Mayonnaise,” which features homemade 
breaded seitan with lettuce, tomato and a 
plant-based mayo.

“This is very new for us and very excit-
ing,” she said of the festival. “We’ve done 
a few busy events, but we haven’t had a 
chance to do a festival yet where we’re with 
other food trucks.”

Another local vendor that will appear 
at the festival, Chef Koz’s Crescent City 
Kitchen, offers scratch-made Cajun, Cre-
ole and Caribbean-inspired items. Owner 
and longtime chef Chris “Koz” Kozlowski, 
who will likely serve options like fish tacos 
and chicken jambalaya, only just pulled the 
22-foot mobile trailer out of its winter hiber-
nation last week. 

“I took my first summer off in 31 years of 
cooking last year,” Kozlowski said. “Then 
we got a call for an event on Labor Day 
weekend, and so we decided we can’t be 
bogged down forever.”

Kozlowski would go on to generate more 
sales in three months from September to 
November than almost two-thirds of the 
year in 2019. With the help of his wife, he 
also ran Koz’s Haute Box, a second smaller 
food trailer serving New England regional 
comfort foods, in the winter. 

This season, he said, he expects the food 

truck to continue to be mostly a family 
affair.

“It’s going to be a different structure,” 
he said. “Most of the gigs we have booked 
right now are days my wife has off, and I’ve 
got two kids that help out too.”

Kona Ice, which offers multiple flavors of 
tropical-themed shaved ice, will be provid-
ing free cup upgrades for festival-goers who 
bring an item to donate to the New Hamp-
shire Food Bank. McGaffigan said the Food 
Bank will be accepting donations of nonper-
ishable items.

Featured live performances throughout 
the afternoon will include Let’s Play Music 
from noon to 2 p.m., followed by The Sons 
of the Solstice from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m., and 
Michael Wingate and Chris Cyrus of the 
band Slack Tide from 3:30 to 5 p.m. McGaf-
figan said church members and volunteers 
will also be selling flowers ahead of Moth-
er’s Day. 

News from the local food scene

By Matt Ingersoll
food@hippopress.com

• Menus for moms: Now is the time to 
make your plans to treat mom on her special 
day — visit hippopress.com for our annu-
al Mother’s Day listings, which include 
details on local restaurants and function 
centers serving brunches and other special-
ty menus, with some available for socially 
distancing dining in and others for takeout. 
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 9, so be sure 
to make those reservations or place those 
takeout orders soon. Be sure to check the 
websites or social media pages of partici-
pating restaurants for their most up-to-date 
availability, or call them directly.

• Summer market returns: The Con-
cord Farmers Market will kick off its 
summer season on Saturday, May 1, from 
8:30 a.m. to noon, on Capitol Street in 
Concord (near the Statehouse), president 
Wayne Hall confirmed. One of the first 
markets to resume operations outdoors this 
year, the Concord market features a vari-
ety of local vendors over the course of its 
season, selling everything from fresh fruits 
and vegetables to meat, eggs, baked goods, 
maple syrup, dog treats and personal care 
products. More vendors will likely join the 
market later this summer as certain produce 
reaches its peak harvesting season. The 
market will continue every Saturday, from 
8:30 a.m. to noon, through October. Visit 
concordfarmersmarket.com or find them on 
Facebook @concordfarmersmarketnh.

• Commemorative whiskeys: The 
New Hampshire Liquor Commission has 
entered a multi-year partnership with 
Barton 1792 Distillery in Bardstown, Ken-
tucky, to launch a series of single-barrel, 
cask-finished Thomas S. Moore Kentucky 
straight bourbon whiskeys, according to 
a press release. Limited quantities of the 
86-proof whiskeys are currently available 
in sherry casks at select New Hampshire 
Liquor and Wine Outlet stores, to com-
memorate the Liquor Commission’s 86th 
anniversary. According to the release, the 
Liquor Commission and Barton 1792 Dis-
tillery will offer a new release each fall 
over the next four years leading up to its 
90th anniversary, including an 87-proof 
merlot cask finish in 2021, an 88-proof 
pinot noir cask finish in 2022, an 89-proof 
cabernet sauvignon cask finish in 2023 
and a 90-proof port cask finish in 2024. 
Visit liquorandwineoutlets.com to find a 
store selling them near you.

• Sparkling sodas: Salem limoncel-
lo producer Fabrizia Spirits has recently 
introduced a new line of canned sparkling 
vodka sodas, according to a press 

FOOD
Tastes of the trucks
Food truck festival to roll into Hampstead

The “Patty Mayonnaise” sandwich, featuring homemade 
breaded seitan with lettuce, tomato and plant-based 
mayo, from The Hungry Caterpillar plant-based food 
truck. Photo by Matt Ingersoll.
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By Matt Ingersoll
mingersoll@hippopress.com

Cousins Jay Parajuli and Bik Basnet love 
trying new kinds of craft beers and had often 
talked about how to turn that hobby into a 
business. Then one weekend last fall, Para-
juli said, he was en route to another cousin’s 
home in Hudson when he noticed construc-

tion of the town’s new Flagstone Crossing 
retail plaza.

“We saw the ‘for lease’ sign … and literal-
ly jumped into it right there,” he said. “I was 
working at a family business, a convenience 
store down in Massachusetts, and with 
Covid and everything it was tough to stay 
afloat. The overheads were high to maintain 
employees. … So we got out of that business 

and just kind of said this was the right time 
to get into something we like doing.”

Hudson Brews, which opened on April 16, 
is New Hampshire’s newest spot to get local 
and regional craft beers, ciders and hard selt-
zers, with a constantly rotating selection, 
Parajuli said, based on both seasonal supply 
and customer demand. 

FOOD

Brews and beyond
New craft beer shop opens in Hudson

CONTINUED ON PG 23 

“Hampstead Eats” food truck 
festival

When: Saturday, May 1, noon to 5 p.m.
Where: Hampstead Congregational 
Church, 61 Main St., Hampstead
Hours: $5 admission fee for ages 5 and up 
(cash or check only); foods are priced per item
More info: Search “Hampstead Eats” 
on Facebook, or call the church office at 
329-6985
Event is rain or shine. CDC social distanc-
ing guidelines will be observed.

Participating vendors

Boogalows Island BBQ (boogalowsbbq.com)
Chef Koz’s Crescent City Kitchen (find them 
on Facebook @crescentcitykitchennh)
Chubb’s Fries & Dough (find them on Face-
book @eddiemencis)
The Hungry Caterpillar (find them on Face-
book @thehungrycaterpillarnh)
Kona Ice (kona-ice.com)
The Traveling Foodie Cart (jrmcateringllc.com)
The Whoo(pie) Wagon (thewhoopiewagon.
com)
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The shop’s interior is custom-built, fea-
turing two sets of coolers near the front that 
are dedicated just to single-serve cans and 
bottles. Beer lovers who want to try single 
selections of more than one type of craft 
brew can also create their own custom four-
pack carrier at a discount.

“I’m a buyer myself, and I will go to a 
store and try a four-pack if they don’t have 
singles … [but] I don’t want to end up 
spending $20 on something that I didn’t 
like,” Parajuli said. “So that was the con-
cept. We put out singles of every possible 
thing that we have … so that people can try 
it, and if they like it, then they’ll go for the 
four-pack.”

Past the single selections are dozens of 
additional offerings in an aisle running near 
the back of the shop. Most of the coolers are 
labeled by their state of origin — beers from 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts make 
up several of them, including ones from 
popular local breweries like Concord Craft 
Brewing, Henniker Brewing Co. and 603 
Brewery in Londonderry, as well as harder-
to-find selections like from Coos Brewing 
Co. in Colebrook. Beers from other New 
England states are available, and there are 
coolers designated for regional and interna-
tional options, and craft ciders and seltzers. 
In addition to its many beers, Hudson 
Brews sells a limited selection of glassware, 
canned cocktails and energy drinks, as well 

as cigars and CBD products.
Parajuli said he’s already had conversa-

tions with customers about what types of 
beers they want to see at the shop. 

“We want to talk to people, [and] we want 
to get involved in the community,” he said. 
“It’s fantastic when you see people are hap-
py that you have a product they are looking 
for.” 

Photo by Matt Ingersoll.

Hudson Brews

Where: 6 Flagstone Drive, Unit C, Hudson
Hours: Daily, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
More info: Find them on Facebook and Ins-
tagram @hudsonbrews, or call 417-5528

 CONTINUED FROM PG 22
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Cheese
FINE FOODS FROM 

LOCAL FARMS & 
AROUND

THE WORLD

Gift Baskets SENT  
ANYWHERE IN THE USA

UNIQUE

PastaCUT TO ORDER       FRESH

CharcuterieCHEESES, SALAMIS, OLIVES    PATÉS & BREADS

Wine
FUN SELECTIONS
             DELICIOUS

& L
UN

CHDinnersMADE FRESH EVERYDAY    

PERSONAL SHOPPING & 
CURBSIDE PICK-UP 603.625.9544
815 CHESTNUT STREET  MANCHESTER
ANGELASPASTAANDCHEESE.COM

BRING IN THIS AD BEFORE MAY 6TH & GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON  
                                 ANGELA'S FRESH HOUSE-MADE PASTA

              

133602

www.giorgios.com | Try one of our three locations! 
MANCHESTER | MILFORD | MERRIMACK

We deliver with UberEats, GrubHub and DoorDash.

GIORGIO’S VALUE DAYS!

HAPPY THURSDAYS

PIZZA & BEER
MONDAYS

2 FOR $25 TUESDAYS

Serving our Happy Hour Menu All Day

1/2 Price Pizza and Pints
Dining In Only, Large Pizza Only

Includes Tax and $1 Donation to Boys and Girls Club

Any Two of our 
Parmesan Entrees for $25

133678

RAW BAR SUNDAYS 
$1.50 Oysters and 

Shrimp Cocktail.

$1.50 Oysters 
$2.00 Meatballs 
$0.50 Cauliflower bites 
and more! 

$8 Martinis 
$5 Wine Choice 
$3 Bud Light Drafts 
and other exciting 
cocktails to choose from

Milford and Manchester locations only.

13
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Two Convenient Locations Open year round!

7 DW Hwy, So. Nashua | 11am to 9pm

364 DW Hwy, Merrimack | 11am to 9pm

Have you tried Best of the Best?
Over 60 Flavors.

more than just
ice cream.

stop by for
lunch or dinner

www.giorgios.com
www.haywardsicecream.com
www.angelaspastaandcheese.com
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Kitchen 
WITH JAMIE MANDRA
Jamie Mandra and her husband Randy are the own-
ers of JRM Catering (509-9080, jrmcateringllc.com, 
and on Facebook @jrmcateringllc), also known as The 
Traveling Foodie, a mobile food cart based in Nashua. 
Their menu changes all the time but will often include 
comfort or Southern-inspired options — the Love in a 
Cup, for instance, is a layered barbecue meal featur-
ing pulled pork, macaroni and cheese, baked beans, collard greens and cornbread all 
in one cup. Other featured items have been gourmet hot dogs and burgers, pulled pork 
sliders, macaroni and cheese and miniature doughnuts. The Traveling Foodie has sev-
eral local public events booked for the month of May, including at the Hampstead Eats 
food truck festival on Saturday, May 1, from noon to 5 p.m., as well as Springlook Farm 
(112 Island Pond Road, Derry) on Saturday, May 15, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cart is 
also available to hire for private functions.

What is your must-have kitchen item?
A really good quality chef’s knife. I could 

go without a lot of other things, but I have to 
have a good chef’s knife.

What would you have for your last meal?
A spicy tuna roll from Fuji Asian Bistro in 

Naples, Florida. We used to live down there. 
The sushi is so fresh and authentic. It’s out 
of this world!

What is your favorite local restaurant?
Bistro 603 [in Nashua]. The duck hash 

Benny with truffle fries is the way to go.

What celebrity would you like to see 
ordering something that you’ve made?

Julia Child. She is by far my biggest influ-
ence in the kitchen. I remember sitting in 
front of the TV as a child and it was like she 
was talking to me.

What is your favorite thing on your 
menu?

The Love in a Cup. It’s by far the most 
popular … [and] it’s definitely a topic of 
conversation with people.

What is the biggest food trend in New 
Hampshire right now?

It’s hard with Covid, but I think peo-
ple are looking for fun, over-the-top, 
picture-worthy food. People look for that 
experience of being wowed when they’re 
going out.

What is your favorite thing to cook at 
home?

Any type of soup. I love creating new 
flavors [and] using fresh local ingredients.

— Matt Ingersoll 

Weekly Dish
 Continued from page 22

release. Available in three flavors — Sicilian 
lemon, blood orange and raspberry — each 
cocktail is 4.5 percent ABV and made with 
all-natural fruit juices, containing 100 calo-

ries and only one gram of sugar. They’re sold 
in mixed eight-packs and are currently avail-
able in retail stores across several states, as 
well as online. Visit fabriziaspirits.com. 

Tomato bisque with cheese tortellini
From the kitchen of Jamie Mandra

1 tablespoon olive oil
1 cup diced onions
Pinch of salt
3 cloves garlic, chopped
1 32-ounce container chicken broth
1 28-ounce can crushed San Marzano tomatoes
½ teaspoon paprika
Pinch of freshly ground black pepper to taste
Parmesan cheese to taste
Pinch of cayenne pepper to taste
Cheese tortellini
½ cup heavy whipping cream
2 Tablespoons thinly sliced fresh basil leaves, 
divided
2 Tablespoons heavy whipping cream, divided

Heat olive oil in a large pot over medium heat. 
Cook and stir onion with a pinch of salt until 
translucent (about 5 to 8 minutes). Stir in garlic 
and cook until fragrant (about 1 minute). Pour 
chicken broth and tomatoes into onion mixture. 
Bring to a simmer and season with paprika, 
black pepper and cayenne pepper. Blend soup 
with an immersion blender in the pot until 
smooth. Whisk ½ cup of cream into soup and 
adjust levels of salt, cayenne pepper, black pep-
per and sugar. If the soup is too thick, add more 
broth; if it’s too thin, cook, stirring often, until 
reduced and slightly thickened (about 10 min-
utes). Add pre-cooked cheese tortellini. Ladle 
into warmed bowls, garnishing each bowl with 
a drizzle of cream and topping with about 1 tea-
spoon of chopped basil. 
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*Gift boxes must be the same price and value for discount. Same 
prices gift boxes may be mixed & matched; same priced window 
boxes may be mixed & matched. Some restrictions may apply. 
Ask a sales associate for details!

13 Warren Street, Concord, NH
603.225.2591

832 Elm Street, Manchester, NH
603.218.3885

www.GraniteStateCandyShoppe.com 

Granite State
Candy Shoppe

Since 1927

Now Open, Both locations!

 LATEST 
SCOOP!

COME IN FOR THE

108 Chester Rd. Derry
(603) 437-0535

Weekdays: 10-6 (closed weds)
Weekends: 10-5

Family Fun for All

134045

FREE INDOOR PETTING FARM
NH Grown Flowering Annuals, 

          Perennials and Herbs.
Plus Pork, Beef and Veggies

 Let us cook something
different for you this week!

We are now accepting orders for delivery and pickup!
Everything is made fresh. Just reheat and eat all week long!

Now offering Bantu and World Cuisine ready meals

9 Simon St, Ste 103, Nashua, NH
Mon-Fri 10AM-5PM | Sat 10:30AM-5PM
From the makers of Mola Foods spices!

You can place your order every day by
10:00 AM  for Pick up Friday and Saturday.

jalscuisinebantu.Ecwid.com | 877-593-8157

134062

www.jalscuisinebantu.ecwid.com
www.cottonfood.com
www.granitestatecandyshoppe.com
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TRY THIS AT HOME
Banana pudding parfait

As you look at this recipe and its list 
of ingredients, you may think that it 
would be much simpler if boxed pudding 
mix were used. You would be correct. 
However, for the little effort required, 
homemade pudding is so much better. 
In fact, if you’ve never made homemade 
pudding, I’d suggest making a batch just 
to eat as is. Then come back and try this 
parfait.

What makes homemade pudding 
better? In my opinion the answer is 
everything. Homemade pudding has a 
slightly thicker consistency while still 
being incredibly creamy. The flavor of 
the pudding is better; it’s full of vanil-
la flavor and sweetness without being 
overly so.

Once I’ve convinced you to make your 
own pudding, the rest of the recipe is sim-
ple. Slice bananas. Crush Nilla Wafers. 
Top with whipped cream. However, the 
combination of creamy pudding, tender 
bananas, and crunchy wafers is magical. 
It’s a dessert that is nostalgic and com-
forting with every bite. 

Don’t worry if you don’t own parfait 
dishes. Just find a narrow bowl, a rocks 

glass or even a wine glass, and start 
assembling.

Michele Pesula Kuegler has been 
thinking about food her entire life. Since 
2007, the New Hampshire native has 
been sharing these food thoughts and 
recipes at her blog, Think Tasty. Visit 
thinktasty.com to find more of her reci-
pes.  

Banana pudding parfait. Photo by Michele Pesula Kuegler.

Food & Drink
Farmers markets
• Concord Farmers Market 
is Saturdays, from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon, on Capitol Street in 
Concord (near the Statehouse), 
beginning May 1. Visit con-

cordfarmersmarket.com.
• Milford Farmers Market 
is Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., at 300 Elm Street in 
Milford (across the street from 
the New Hampshire Antique 
Co-op), beginning May 8. Visit 

milfordnhfarmersmarket.com.
• Salem Farmers Market 
is Sundays, from 10 a.m. to 
noon, inside the former Rock-
ler Woodworking building (369 
S. Broadway, Salem). Visit 
salemnhfarmersmarket.org.

Banana pudding parfait
Serves 4

2 large egg yolks
1/2 cup granulated sugar
2 Tablespoons cornstarch
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 cups milk, 2% or whole
1 Tablespoon butter, softened
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 bananas
32 Nilla Wafers
Whipped cream, optional
 
Place egg yolks in a medium-sized bowl and 
whisk gently; set aside.
In a 2-quart saucepan, mix sugar, cornstarch 
and salt; gradually stir in milk.
Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly, 
until mixture thickens and boils.
Allow to boil for 1 minute, while stirring 
continuously.
Gradually stir at least half of the hot mix-
ture into the egg yolks, then stir this mixture 

back into the hot mixture in saucepan.
Boil and stir for 1 minute; remove from 
heat. 
Stir in butter and vanilla.
Pour pudding into a medium-sized bowl. 
Cover with plastic wrap (making sure it is 
flat against the pudding) and refrigerate for 
about 1 hour or until chilled.
Cut bananas into 1/2″ rounds; cut each 
round in half to create half circles.
Place wafers in a plastic bag, and break into 
smaller pieces. (Some should be crumb-
sized and some should be bigger)
Place a layer of banana slices in the bottom 
of 4 parfait glasses.
Top each with an eighth of the pudding.
Sprinkle with an eighth of the wafer crumbs.
Repeat with layers of bananas, pudding and 
wafer crumbs.
Serve with a topping of whipped cream, if 
desired.
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www.labellewinery.com
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DRINKS WITH JOHN FLADD
Mother’s Day Cocktails

In my experience, it is unwise to make 
broad generalizations about any group of 
women, but that said, it’s probably a good bet 
that this year, perhaps more than any other 
year, the moms of America could use a drink.

Let’s look at two hypothetical mothers, Jas-
mine and Kimberly:

Jasmine is a divorced mom of two young 
children, ages 5 and 3. She works full-time but 
has been “lucky” enough to be able to work 
from home for the past year or so. She gets 
up at 5 each morning to try to get some work 
done before Bruno, the 5-year-old, wakes up 
and wants breakfast prepared to very exact 
specifications. Failure to meet these speci-
fications will result in angry denunciations, 
which will wake Pearl, the 3-year-old.

Jasmine needs a drink.
She needs something refreshing that will 

give her a brief moment of calm and grace. 

A brief moment of calm
Ingredients:
1½ ounces very cold vodka
1 ounce rhubarb syrup (see below)
1 ounce fresh squeezed lime juice
5 drops rose water
4 ounces aggressively bubbly seltzer, like 

Topo Chico Mineral Water

Shake all ingredients except the seltzer 
over ice until very cold.

Strain into a delicate 8-ounce glass.
Top with seltzer.
Admire, maybe take a picture, stir, then 

drink.
This is a light, not-too-boozy cocktail that 

tastes pretty much how it looks — pink. The 
rhubarb syrup gives the drink a decisively 
pink color that blends with the seltzer to give 
it an ombre coloring. The rhubarb is delicate-
ly sour. The lime juice is citrusy but not too 
sweet. The rose water remains in the back-
ground, hinting at exotic secrets.

Rhubarb syrup
Ingredients:
Equal amounts (by weight) of frozen, 

chopped rhubarb and sugar
Pinch of salt
 
(Note on the rhubarb: When you make syr-

up from any fruit — or rhubarb, in this case 
— frozen fruit works better than fresh. The 
freezing process creates ice crystals, which 
pierce the cell walls, making the fruit more 
apt to weep. That would be a drawback in an 
application where you wanted pristine, love-
ly fruit, but it is an asset in situations like this 
one.)

Combine rhu-
barb, sugar, and 
salt in a medi-
um saucepan and 
cook over medi-
um heat, until the 
rhubarb starts to 
give up its juice.

Mash the mix-
ture with a potato 
masher.

Bring the mix-
ture to a boil. Let 
it boil for 10 to 
15 seconds, to 
ensure that the sugar has dissolved completely.

Remove from heat, cool, strain, bottle and 
label. Store in your refrigerator indefinitely.

Now, let’s consider Kimberly:
Kimberly is married and the mother of a 

sulky teenager. All things considered, she and 
her husband Albert get along pretty well, but 
after a year of being locked in a house with 
him seven days a week, she is getting ready 
to smother him in his sleep. Elizabeth, 14, 
insists on being called Wynter Storm. She 
has recently graduated from telling Kimber-
ly how stupid she is in general to making 
very specific observations of her shortcom-
ings. She is also, apparently, a recent convert 
to veganism, although she still eats bacon and 
ice cream.

Kimberly needs a drink.

A classic boilermaker
Ingredients:
1 bottle of beer
1½ to 2 ounces bourbon

Fill a glass — pretty much any glass — 3/4 
of the way with beer. You might want to tilt 
the glass to minimize the head of foam on top, 
but maybe making a long, sudsy pour will feel 
a little like poking your finger in the eye of — 
well, somebody. You do you.

Fill a shot glass with bourbon.
Give the two glasses a steely-eyed stare.
Drop the shot glass full of bourbon into the 

beer

At this point I’d normally describe the sub-
tle flavor notes of this cocktail to you, but 
if you’re drinking a boilermaker you proba-
bly know what you’re letting yourself in for. 
If you don’t, consider this a well-deserved 
adventure.

John Fladd is a veteran Hippo writer, a 
father, writer and cocktail enthusiast, living in 
New Hampshire. 

A brief moment of calm. Photo by 
John Fladd.
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Historic farm with ponds and trails!
www.macksapples.com

230 Mammoth Rd. Londonderry
603-434-7619 • Hotline 603-432-3456

134044

Mack’s Ice Cream Stand
Opening for the Season 

Friday, April 30th
Open Daily 12-9

A FRESH, SEASONAL MENU WITH
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

133952

Vegan, Gluten free, kids
& non-restrictive eaters!

Catering with a
 function room

Coffee & Espresso 
Serving Breakfast

& Lunch daily
See our menu & order online at whitebircheatery.com
571 Mast Road, Goffstown, NH  |  (603) 836-6849

HIPPO BEST OF 2021
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Thank You to our customers
and community for your

continued support!
New Menu - Heated Patio Dining, 
Indoor Dining, Takeout & Delivery!
Open 7 Days, Call for Reservations

603.935.9740 | fireflyNH.com
22 Concord Street, Manchester

Mon - Thurs 11AM - 9PM
Fri - Sat 11AM - 10PM

Sunday Brunch 11AM - 3PM
Sunday Supper 4PM - 8PM

Real M
EXICAN FOOD and a real GOOD TIME

Authentic Mexican Food
Made to order... 

Just the way you like it!
Offering our complete menu!

Visit our website for online ordering 
for Hooksett Rd, South Willow & Portsmouth!

Specials on Facebook

www.lacarretamex.com
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1875 South Willow Street, Manchester, NH 603-623-7705
139 Daniel Webster Hwy, Nashua 603-891-0055
545 Daniel Webster Hwy, Manchester, NH 603-628-6899
172 Hanover Street, Portsmouth, NH 603-427-8319

    $3 OFF
Any Lunch Entrée OR

    $5 Off
Any Order Of $30 Or More
With this coupon. One coupon per order. Cannot be 

combined with other offers or promotions. Exp 5/31/21. 
Valid only in Manchester and Portsmouth locations.

HIPPO BEST OF 2021

www.whitebircheatery.com
www.macksapples.com
www.fireflynh.com
www.lacarretamex.com
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WINE
Bottle of red, bottle of white
Other wines to try at that Italian restaurant

by Fred Matuszewski
food@hippopress.com

“A bottle of red, a bottle of white; It all 
depends on your appetite; I’ll meet you 
anytime you want; In our Italian restau-
rant.” — Billy Joel, “Scenes from an Italian 
Restaurant”

Beginning as a melancholy tune, this 
song quickly accelerates into an exchange 
between friends or classmates on the short 
relationship of Brenda and Eddie. It then 
decelerates to a quiet end, with one of the 
two remarking, “I’ll meet you anytime you 
want / In our Italian restaurant.” It is a long 
song reflecting a comfortable conversation 
between those friends. 

Italian culture is not only rich in history, 
food and wine; it is a culture of familiari-
ty. We all look fondly back to our individual 
introductions to Italian culture with robust, 
red-sauced pasta. Italian food has become 
an American comfort food, enjoyed with 
friends and families over long conversations, 
perhaps about Brenda and Eddie. Therefore, 
isn’t it odd that when we think of Italian cui-
sine, only a few wines immediately come to 
mind: Chianti, pinot grigio, prosecco? There 
is a lot more to savor! In this column we 
will explore wines of two regions: Abruzzo 
and Molise. Lying east of Rome, beyond the 
Apennines, and along the coast of the Adri-
atic Sea, these two regions offer up wines of 
a special nature. 

Our first wine, Umani Ronchi Vellodoro 
Terre di Chieti Pecorino IGT (available at 
the New Hampshire Liquor & Wine Outlets 
at $11.99), is a white wine from Abruz-
zo. This wine is made from 100 percent 
pecorino grapes, also known as “grape of 
the sheep,” deriving from its strong connec-
tion to sheep farming of the area. In the past, 
because of its high aroma concentration, 
good alcoholic content and acidic quality, it 
was used in blending to improve the quali-
ty of wines made from other varieties. This 
wine is a product of a project originating in 
2005 and represents the winery’s work to 
discover and exploit Adriatic native variet-
ies. The grapes are hand-picked and, after a 
light pressing, cooled in stainless steel tanks 
for two weeks. The wine does not under-
go malolactic fermentation but rests in the 
stainless steel tanks for about four months in 
contact with its own yeasts before bottling. 

The wine has a bright straw color with 
a floral nose of fresh lime blossoms, along 
with a bit of minerality. The nose persists 
to the tongue with an intense and pleasant 

freshness. This is a wine to be enjoyed with 
fish dishes, fresh cheeses, pasta, and legume 
soups of lentils, peas, bacon and onion. 
Served chilled it is a great counterpoint to 
the broad spectrum of these dishes, both del-
icate and robust.

Our second wine, Di Majo Norante San-
giovese San Giorgio (originally priced 
at $14.99, reduced to $12.99 at the New 
Hampshire Liquor & Wine Outlets), is, as 
its name implies, a 100 percent sangiovese 
from Molise. Until 1963 this region was 
joined to Abruzzo under the name of Abru-
zzi e Molise. Like Abruzzo, most of the 
country is mountainous, with its province 
of Campobasso running along its southern 
tier traversing from mountains to hills and 
on to the Adriatic Sea. The winery, Di Majo 
Norante, located in the coastal commune of 
Campomarino, has been making wine from 
grapes since 1800. The vineyard, of over 
200 acres, produces wine from several vari-
etals, including aglianico montepulciano, 
sangiovese, tintilia, falanghina, greco and 
moscato. 

This sangiovese is harvested in October, 
aged in stainless steel and large oak barrels 
for six months, then spends three months in 
bottles to achieve a smoothness and softness 
while preserving the fruit-forward charac-
teristic of sangiovese. The wine has a bright 
red color and a nose of cherry, Mediterra-
nean herbs and leather. To the palate it is dry 
and mellow with smooth tannins. This is a 
wine to pair with antipasti, Bolognese sauc-
es, game and ripe cheeses. 

These wines are to be enjoyed with family 
and friends, over long conversations of rem-
iniscences of shared experiences. 

Fred Matuszewski is a local architect and a 
foodie and wine geek. 
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77 Derry Rd. Hudson | TheHudsonMall.com
131096

 AutoZone • Fetch a Pet • Great Clips • Hannaford • H&R Block • Inner Dragon 
Martial Arts • Lavish Nail & Spa • McDonalds • Papa Gino’s • US Post Office

25 Main St. Goffstown Village • 497-8230

Thank you

See our Menu at VillageTrestle.com

13
30
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• Indoor & Outdoor Dining (Weather Permitting)
• Take Out is Always Available

Live Music
Thurs. Apr. 29th  6-9pm - Eddie Sands

Fri. Apr. 30th  6-9pm - Jeff Mrozek
Sat. May. 1st  6-9pm - Tom Boisse

Sun. May. 2nd 3:30-6:30pm - Bob Pratte 
with Special Guest Dave Glannon

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo
Mexican food and drink specials all day and night

133993

www.villagetrestle.com
www.thehudsonmall.com
www.bostonbilliardclub.com
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Subterranean Masquerade, Mountain Fever (Sensory Records)
As you’d guess by a band name like 

Subterranean Masquerade, we have an 
oddball foreign act on tap here. It’s the 
fourth full-length from an Israel-based 
seven-piece billed as a progressive met-
al band with world overtones, all of 
which is true, a straightforward pow-
er-metal thingamajig with Middle 
Eastern plug-ins. The Spinal Tap-ish 
shtick I expected didn’t run too late, but 
that’s not necessarily to infer that your 
average metal-head wouldn’t be into 
this, particularly anyone who thinks of 
bands like Bury Your Dead as high art, 

or digs, on the swirling sandstorm front, Dracovallis. It’s not opera-metal for sure, 
either, although I can tell these guys would love it to be; no, it’s more po-faced, 
think ’80s Michael Schenker Group with (take a wild guess) Serj Tankian as its 
sensei. Like any metal album, I’m sure that if you cranked this to physically dan-
gerous levels, it, you know, probably cranks, and I didn’t detect anything stolen 
from Scorpions or any of those other old bands, so who knows, you might like it. 
B — Eric W. Saeger

Poppy, “Eat” (as yet unreleased)
Doing something different here, add-

ing a little hype to a pile that’s fast 
building around this Boston-based 
singer, whose performance of this 
up-till-now-unreleased single was about 
the only thing indicative of a pulse at the 
last Grammys. The 24-year-old YouTu-
ber is further (unnecessary) proof that 
we’ve entered a new, post-Gaga era of 
rock stardom, one that revolves around 
not just making cool songs and videos 
but also engaging directly with audi-
ences on a daily basis by being, well, 
absolutely demented. Fans at home can 

play too, because as you know, nowadays, the concept of DIY isn’t just for bands 
with a few dollars with which to rent a studio but for basically anybody to become 
whatever they want. This song isn’t as remarkable as a few of her earlier tunes (go 
watch the video for “I Disagree” if you want to hear a cross between older Nine 
Inch Nails, Meshuggah and riot-grrrl-on-crazy-juice), but it does stick with her 
genre-squishing mission statement. It’s an undeniably accessible but hellacious-
ly heavy noise-whirlwind, like KMFDM jamming with (spoiler) Meshuggah (she 
obviously looooves those guys). The only thing surprising is that it took so long for 
something like this to bust out of the gate. A+ — Eric W. Saeger 

POP CULTURE
MUSIC, BOOKS, GAMES, COMICS, MOVIES, DVDS, TV AND MORE

PLAYLIST
A seriously abridged compendium of recent and future CD releases

• Well would you look at that, guys, the new-release list for April 30 actu-
ally has interesting stuff on it, not just a bunch of refried hacky nonsense 
that makes me want to become a hardened day-drinker. I know that very 
few people reading this know a lot about indie bands, but Atlanta-based 
Manchester Orchestra is one you might want to look into, unless you are 
a typical hipster who only indulges in really bad, smelly junk like Pave-
ment or Versus or whatever. The caveat, though, is that I haven’t listened 
to a new Manchester Orchestra song in something like five years, so for all 
I know The Million Masks Of God is going to be one of the worst listen-
ing experiences a human could have, and so we’ll get this out of the way 
first, so that if it makes me barf I’ll have time to recover. So I’m check-
ing out “Bedhead,” the new single, and nope, thou shalt not barf, because 
it is like what you’d hear if Trent Reznor teamed up with someone like 
Front Line Assembly to do a soundtrack piece for Stranger Things. It has 
a buzzy noise-rock side but also a veneer of classic ’80s-technopop, with 
goofy synths that sound kind of neat. The singer still has that Conor Oberst 
throat-lozenge sound, which has always been cool. I don’t know if they 
meant to go goth-pop, but that’s what this is really. It’s OK!

• Oh, no, it’s Guided by Voices again, with another freakin’ album, just 
because it’s a month that doesn’t end with a “J” or whatever rule bandlead-
er Robert Pollard goes by. I mean, we’ve talked about him before, how he 
puts out albums all the time, and here I am again, getting suckered into 
giving him some press love only because I forgot that he doesn’t deserve 
any. But it’s those things you forget, you know? Like, every time I swipe 
through the Netflix releases I actually stop to read the description for I Am 
Not Okay With This and then quickly remember it’s stupid and I’ll nev-
er watch it (Netflix really needs to add an option to remove stupid movies 
from lists to save people some time) (OK, if they’ve already done that 
and I just don’t know it yet, I applaud your genius-level technical acumen 
and urge you to apply to NASA to help them build better space shuttles). 
Oh, where were we. Yes, Earth Man Blues, album number eleventy tril-
lion from this stupid band. One of Pollard’s million new songs is “Trust 
Them Now.” Spoiler, it’s boring, like Ramones but with a singer who was 
in some ’60s psychedelic band, and (double spoiler) it doesn’t have a hook. 
Would y’all groovy trippy cats like to shag now, or shag later, my God I 
hate this band.

• Yow, my little Zippys, looky there, it’s Boston-sports-affiliated Irish-
oi band Dropkick Murphys, with their new “slab,” called Turn Up That 
Dial! You bet your shamrocks there’s a new single, to lure you in, and 
it’s called… wait, I can’t repeat the title in a family newspaper, so how 
about the other song, “Middle Finger!” Will there be penny-whistles and 
Titanic-lower-deck accordions and mentions of Bobby Orr? Yup, same old 
thing, sea-shanty kazoo or whatever at the beginning, then some thrash-
punk. At least they’re consistent (burp).

• OK, let’s end this miserable exercise with Scottish sludge-emo band 
Teenage Fanclub, whose new album Endless Arcade will have “Used 
— Like New” prices on Amazon in like a week. The single, “Home,” is 
wimpy strummy twee-pop, not grunge-indie or whatever. My faith is deep-
ly shaken, folks. — Eric W. Saeger 
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Retro Playlist

It was 10 years ago this 
week in this very space when 
I felt it necessary to explain 
why I wasn’t going to write a 
proper review of the then-new 
Gorillaz album, The Fall. I for-
get what my problem was, but 
either way, that virtual band 
has never done it for me, nor 
have any of their skinny-jeans 
cohorts, you know, MGMT, 
Modest Mouse and whatever. For some idiotic 
reason, most of the guys in The Clash guested 
on that record, but nevertheless, a lot of critics 
didn’t like it. I saved us all some time: “I’ve heard 
the samples, and my instincts tell me that down-
loading the other 45 minutes of it ‘to get the full 

effect’ will yield disappointment.” 
Disclaimer that I don’t — and you 
should be well aware of this by 
now — hate everything that came 
out in the Aught-10s, but oddly 
enough, that was when I became an 
adamant, immovable 1930s/1940s 
big-band fan. Yes, rock ’n’ roll had 
become that messed up and worth-
less. For the most part.

But there was some joy in Mud-
ville that so-long-ago week. Undeveloped, a 
darkwave/techno-goth album from Skinny Pup-
py frontman Ohgr, was on the docket, so I ranted 
spastically about how awesome it was (“’Nit-
witz is my favoritest song ever, for today”), not 
that that meant it was perfect. Even with long-

time Skinny Puppy engineer 
Mark Walk helping out, there 
was some weirdness that was too 
much, specifically in “Crash,” a 
denouncement of U.S. health care 
(the actual 911 call that came in 
when Michael Jackson died). 

Magnetic Man, the dubstep 
all-star team of Benga, Skream 
and Artwork, were also in the 
process of releasing their self-ti-
tled debut that week. It was way cool and 
deserved better than the C+ grade I slapped on 
it, but as a techno work, yeah, there were some 
bothersome things. Overall, it came across as “a 
term paper for Ableton Hipness 101,” boasting 
only one legitimate club-slammer (“I Need Air”). 

Consisting of “Salem-style 
haunted house, drum-n-bass, 
Justice hard-glitch and euro-
club orchestrations in a manner 
less consistent with melodic 
appropriateness than with deco-
rum,” it apparently bothered me 
then a lot more than it does now. 
Oopsy daisy. 

If you’re in a local band, 
now’s a great time to let me know about your 
EP, your single, whatever’s on your mind. Let me 
know how you’re holding yourself together with-
out being able to play shows or jam with your 
homies. Send a recipe for keema matar. Email 
esaeger@cyberontix.com 
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Effortless, by Greg McKeown (Curren-
cy, 256 pages)

In some ways, Boxer the horse is a symbol 
for the American worker. One of the most 
memorable characters in George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm, Boxer was the loyal draft 
horse whose response to any setback was “I 
will work harder.” In a country steeped in 
the Puritan work ethic, where the typical two 
weeks of vacation pales in comparison with 
Europe’s generous holidays, it’s hard to not 
admire Boxer’s attitude, even knowing how 
it turns out for him.

Hard work is good, right? It demonstrates 
commitment, perseverance, toughness.

Wrong, says Greg McKeown in Effortless, 
the followup to his Essentialism, published 
in 2014. Emulating Boxer gets you sent to 
the slaughterhouse, essentially. The better 
way to work is to find a way to do it more 
easily, not in the Tim Ferriss pie-in-the-sky 
model of working four hours a week (as if) 
but changing the long-running soundtrack 
that informs the belief that the harder we 
work, the luckier we get.

McKeown believes that this mindset cre-
ates a fog that obscures a truth: that in those 
moments that we actually feel inspired, 
when the work seems to flow, as if poured 
from heaven, what we are doing is not hard, 
but feels effortless. This is the essence of 
what Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi wrote about 
in Flow in 1991 — and who hasn’t heard the 
platitude “work smarter, not harder”? But 
McKeown’s take on the subject feels fresh 
and relevant. And interestingly, he begins by 
admitting to a failure of his previous book.

In Essentialism, McKeown argues that 
we suffer from the misuse of the word “pri-
ority,” which used to mean the singular 
thing that matters but has been pulled and 
stretched into “priorities,” which shouldn’t 
exist. Running around tending to priorities, 
as if they were errant chickens, means that 
the essential stuff of life doesn’t get done. 
To be effective, he said, we must ruthless-
ly cull “the trivial many from the vital few” 
and, intentionally and guiltlessly, build a life 
around them.

But as McKeown built a career as the 
leader of Essentialism, he realized, from 
what other people told him and what he saw 
in his own family life, that some people can 
peel away all the unessentials and still have 
too much to do. In short, for most of us, there 
are multiple priorities, multiple essentials. 
Struggling with that, he realized that people 
in this situation can either let priorities slide 
or find a way to make everything easier and 
take less time. He recommends the latter. 
And in keeping with the Effortless theme, 
they’re not hard to do.

McKeown believes that the transition 
from Boxer to Secretariat (the analogy is 
mine — Secretariat made everything look 
easy) begins with understanding the tired old 
template of platitudes like “It won’t be easy 
but it’s worth it” and replacing it with a new 

mantra: How can I make this task easy and 
sometimes even fun? 

Sometimes, answers appear when we just 
take the time to think about the question. But 
McKeown has devised a series of exercises 
to help people make progress on their essen-
tial goals with relative ease. For example, he 
says that one thing that slows people down 
is that they don’t take time to think about 
what it looks like when a project, goal or 
idea is actually done; instead, they spend all 
their time thinking about the beginning and 
only vaguely seeing a nebulous end. Define 
what “done” means at the start and the steps 
leading there will be easier, he says. Anoth-
er idea is to set goals that are malleable 
— low-end daily targets that represent the 
minimum amount of action you can take and 
still feel that there is momentum, high-end 
targets that are more ambitious but limited 
enough to protect you from burnout. Part of 
the “effortless” mindset, McKeown writes, 
is protective. Hard workers can sabotage 
themselves into paralysis by overthinking 
or working to exhaustion, thus needing extra 
time to recover and losing momentum. The 
effortless way is not so we can lie in ham-
mocks in Thailand with Tim Ferriss, but so 
we can do our best work.

If this all sounds a bit like “work smart-
er, not harder,” well, it is. But McKeown is 
an engaging writer who peppers his own 
experience with research and anecdotes of 
achievement, from how Elon Musk got into 
rocket science to why Reed Hastings started 
Netflix. He gets extra points for never using 
anonymous people with only first names, like 
so many authors of business and self-help 
books do when telling anecdotes, leaving the 
reader to wonder if the people really exist at 
all. If there’s anything to criticize, it’s that the 
writing of this book seems a bit too effortless; 
at 217 pages of new material, it feels short, 
and including an excerpt from Essentialism 
at the end feels like padding. Was that really 
essential? B — Jennifer Graham 

POP CULTURE BOOKS BOOK NOTES

A few months ago, The New York Times 
reported that an editor at Hachette Book 
Group, one of the “big five” in  publishing, 
had been fired. The editor, Kate Hartson, 
headed up Center Street, the conservative 
imprint within Hachette, and she said she’d 
been fired over politics. Apparently, she was 
open to books from Trump supporters and 
associates, and according to the Times, the 
big five are resistant to MAGA authors and 
themes.

This could explain why conservative 
media companies, sensing a profit to be 
made, have quietly started publishing books. 
Both Fox News and Newsmax have start-
ed publishing arms, respectively Fox News 
Books and Humanix. 

You’ve probably never heard of Huma-
nix, and most of its titles look pretty obscure 
and/or peculiar, but Fox, which launched its imprint in November, has already a 
splash. Its first book, Modern Warriors: Real Stories from Real Heroes by Pete 
Hegseth, made the bestseller lists at the end of last year. 

The second book, The Women of the Bible Speak, by Shannon Bream, has been 
No. 1 on the Times bestseller list under “advice, how-to and miscellaneous” for 
three weeks.

But the real surprise in conservative publishing has to be how well former 
Speaker of the House John Boehner’s book is performing. In On the House, A 
Washington Memoir (St. Martin’s, 288 pages) Boehner promises a story of how a 
“regular guy” went from working in a bar to “holding a pretty big job,” and says 
that Congress didn’t change him: “I walked out of the Capitol the same jackass I 
was when I walked in 25 years earlier.” In early reviews, it looks like a slash-and-
burn, which may be why it’s doing so well. 

Released April 13, Boehner’s memoir was No. 1 in nonfiction last week but 
now has competition.  

Susan Page’s Madam Speaker: Nancy Pelosi and the Lessons of Power 
(Twelve, 448 pages) seems like a conflict of interest for the author, given that 
she is the Washington bureau chief for USA Today, but it’s getting good reviews.

Interestingly, the Washington Post review notes that Pelosi felt slighted because 
Time magazine never put her on the cover during her first term as speaker but put 
Boehner on the cover shortly after the 2010 midterms. Booting him off the best-
seller list would probably help resolve some of that sting. 

— Jennifer Graham

Books 
Author events 
• SUZANNE KOVEN Author 
presents Letter to a Young 
Female Physician, in conver-
sation with author Andrew 
Solomon. Hosted by The 
Music Hall in Portsmouth. 
Tues., May 18, 7 p.m. Virtual. 
Tickets cost $5. Visit themusi-
chall.org or call 436-2400. 

Book Clubs 
• BOOKERY Online. Month-
ly. Third Thursday, 6 p.m. 
Bookstore based in Manches-
ter. Visit bookerymht.com/
online-book-club or call 836-
6600.
• GIBSON’S BOOKSTORE 
Online, via Zoom. Month-
ly. First Monday, 5:30 p.m. 
Bookstore based in Concord. 
Visit gibsonsbookstore.com/
gibsons-book-club-2020-2021 
or call 224-0562.

• TO SHARE BREWING 
CO. 720 Union St., Manches-
ter. Monthly. Second Thurs-
day, 6 p.m. RSVP required. 
Visit tosharebrewing.com or 
call 836-6947. 
• GOFFSTOWN PUB-
LIC LIBRARY 2 High St., 
Goffstown. Monthly. Third 
Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. Call 
497-2102, email elizabethw@
goffstownlibrary.com or visit 
goffstownlibrary.com
• BELKNAP MILL Online. 
Monthly. Last Wednesday, 6 
p.m. Based in Laconia. Email 
bookclub@belknapmill.org. 
• NASHUA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Online. Monthly. 
Second Friday, 3 p.m. Call 
589-4611, email informa-
tion@nashualibrary.org or 
visit nashualibrary.org. 

Language 
• FRENCH LANGUAGE AND 

LITERATURE CLASSES 
Offered remotely by the Fran-
co-American Centre. Six-
week session with classes held 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. $225. Visit facnh.com/
education or call 623-1093. 

Poetry 
• JENNIFER MILITELLO 
Poet presents her newest vol-
ume of verse, The Pact. Host-
ed by Gibson’s Bookstore in 
Concord. Virtual, via Zoom. 
Thurs., April 29, 7 p.m. Reg-
istration required. Visit gib-
sonsbookstore.com or call 
224-0562.
• DOWN CELLAR POET-
RY SALON Poetry event 
series presented by the Poetry 
Society of New Hampshire. 
Monthly. First Sunday. Visit 
poetrysocietynh.wordpress.
com. 
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Mortal Kombat (R)
A rag-tag group of would-be cham-

pions must come together to protect 
Earth in Mortal Kombat, a movie based 
on the video game franchise.

My Mortal Kombat experience is lim-
ited to occasional exposure to whatever 
version was floating around for home 
consoles and in arcades in the early to 
mid 1990s, but I think I was still able to 
roughly get the gist: There’s our world 
(Earthrealm) and a more magic-y place 
(Outworld), and Outworld is poised to 
conquer Earthrealm if it wins the next 
Mortal Kombat tournament. Earthrealm 
is protected by superpowers-having 
wise-elder-type Raiden (Tadanobu Asa-
no); Outworld is ruled by Shang Tsung 
(Chin Han). Shang Tsung has a bunch 
of experienced fighters who are well-
schooled in all the Mortal Kombat lore; 
Earth’s champions are all at varying 
degrees of knowing-about/believing-in 
this stuff and have an identifying drag-
on mark.

Which is where regular-seeming 
human Cole Young (Lewis Tan) comes 
in. He has the dragon mark but just 
thinks of it as a birthmark. Luckily, while 
he may not start out as an Earth-protect-
ing champion with superpowers, he is 

an MMA fighter, so he isn’t complete-
ly defenseless when bad-guy warrior 
Sub Zero (Joe Taslim) appears to “fin-
ish him” as part of Shang Tsung’s plan to 
kill all of Earth’s champions before the 
tournament.

Eventually we get the Earth-gang 
together: Cole, Jax (Mehcad Brooks), 
Sonya Blade (Jessica McNamee), Liu 
Kang (Ludi Lin), Kung Lao (Max Huang) 
and, because this kind of movie always 
needs quips and lugheaded aggression, 

Kano (Josh Lawson). There’s fight-
ing, there’s superpower-acquiring, there 
are some rules to the whole realm bal-
ance-of-power situation that I never 
really understood, and there is a centu-
ries-old hatred between Sub Zero, who 
used to be called Bi-Han, and Hanzo 
Hasashi (Hiroyuki Sanada), who is an 
ancestor of Cole’s. 

Hanzo Hasashi’s story is one of many 
details (like the whole Mortal Kombat 
tournament itself) that feel like half-

baked bits of lore included here to do 
some of the world-building that you 
need if your movie is the first in a fran-
chise, which is what it feels like this 
movie is supposed to be. I feel like slic-
ing the movie down to its core elements 
— Earth warriors learning to fight Out-
world warriors — would have made 
for a more enjoyable lightweight fan-
tasy-tinged martial arts-based action 
movie. (Lightweight but gory; this mov-
ie is very 1990s-video-game in its gore.) 

I am not the audience for Mortal Kom-
bat but I did basically want to like it, the 
way I want to like any movie that looks 
like it could offer fun action silliness. 
While it had its moments, it just doesn’t 
live up to even that standard of Godzilla 
vs. Kong-esque popcorn entertainment. 
C

Rated R for strong bloody violence 
and language throughout, and some 
crude references, according to the MPA 
on filmratings.com. Directed by Simon 
McQuoid with a screenplay by Greg 
Russo and Dave Callaham, Mortal 
Kombat is an hour and 50 minutes long 
and distributed by New Line Cinema. It 
is available on HBO Max through May 
23 and in theaters.  

Mortal Kombat

POP CULTURE FILM REVIEWS BY AMY DIAZ

AT THE 

SOFAPLEX
Stowaway (TV-MA)
Anna Kendrick, Daniel Dae Kim.

The four-person cast is rounded out by 
Toni Collette and Shamier Anderson in 
this movie about three astronauts head-
ed to Mars. Zoe (Kendrick) is a doctor, 
David (Kim) is a scientist studying plant 
life and Marina (Collette) is the mis-
sion’s commander. Twelve hours into 
the flight, they find the unconscious 
Michael (Anderson), an engineer whose 
last-minute check on equipment led him 
to be accidentally stuck on the spacecraft 
before liftoff. There is no turning back on 
this two-year mission, which means that 
Michael is now part of the crew.

I found myself waiting for this movie 
to reveal what it is really about — space 
vampires! space caper! — but it ulti-
mately is about exactly what it appears 
to be about, in which case it presents 
some plot problems that make the whole 
endeavor feel a little shaky. Which is too 
bad because the basic idea of this mov-
ie (a small number of people stuck in 
space, some science-y stuff that allows 
you to keep the low-gravity-related spe-
cial effects to a minimum) is a nice way 
to do low-budget space stories. There 
are decent performances all around but 

nobody really gets the chance to build a 
fully realized character. C+  Available on 
Netflix

The World To Come (R)
Vanessa Kirby, Katherine Waterston.

Two women in 1850s rural New York, 
stuck in complicated marriages, find 
friendship and romance in each other in 
this bleakly pretty love story.

Abigail (Waterston) and her husband 
Dyer (Casey Affleck) joylessly churn 
through their days, still deep in grief 
from the death of their young daughter. 
Abigail keeps a record of the farm, which 
in her narration becomes a kind of poetry 
about their inner turmoil and increasing-
ly distant relationship. Then she meets 
Tallie (Kirby), who moves to a nearby 
farm with her husband, Finney (Christo-
pher Abbott), who seems disturbed and 
occasionally sadistic. The women seem 
instantly drawn to each other and fall 
beautifully in love even though they have 
little means by which to arrange their 
lives around this relationship that clear-
ly makes both of them so happy.

Excellent performances and beauti-
ful cinematography help make this story, 
which you know going in isn’t going to 
end with, like, a run through the airport 
and a wedding proposal, lovely and swoo-
ny despite the constant air of impending 
doom. B+ Available for rent. 

THE WINNER IS ‘HUSAVIK’
The excellent, Oscar-nominated song from 

Will Ferrell’s goofy but fun Eurovision Song 
Contest: The Story of Fire Saga didn’t actually 
win the original song Oscar (that went to 
“Fight for You” from Judas and the Black 
Messiah) but the performance of the song 
in Husavik, Iceland, with Molly Sandén and 

sweater-wearing children singing in Icelandic 
was probably the standout element of last 

weekend’s Oscar ceremonies for me and definitely 
the clip I’m going to rewatch the most.

That performance was aired during the official Oscar pre-
show, which was optimistic and energetic and full of people who seemed delighted 
to be out in the world wearing nice clothes and talking to other humans. This vibe 
did not seem to carry through most of the ceremony itself, which often felt oddly 
lifeless despite having that much-hyped in-person gathering of people. While the 
ceremony featured some talk of movies past (Steven Yeun’s story about watching 
Terminator 2 was genuinely sweet), I was surprised by how little energy went into 
being excited about movies now, either for the nominated films (clips mixed in with 
discussion of craft would have been welcome) or upcoming films (I was happy to see 
trailers for West Side Story, Summer of Soul and, of course, In the Heights, which 
I have been hyped for since mid-2019). I had expected more in the vein of Frances 
McDormand’s passionate plea to someday see these Oscar nominees in a theater.

A little more than half my predictions turned out to be correct this year (did 
anybody anywhere predict Anthony Hopkins for The Father?). Among the winners I 
hadn’t expected, I was happy to see Emerald Fennell’s Oscar for original screenplay 
(Promising Young Woman, available on VOD) and New Hampshire-connected Sound 
of Metal’s Oscars for film editing in addition to sound (see it on Amazon Prime Video). 

The full list of nominees makes for a good line-up the next time you’re looking 
for something to watch. I’d recommend starting with Minari (available to rent), 
best picture winner Nomadland (on Hulu and available to purchase) and Sound 
of Metal — and, of course, either the movie (on Netflix) or the Oscar clip of 
“Husavik.” — Amy Diaz
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By Michael Witthaus
mwitthaus@hippopress.com

After a heady process of assembling 
a band, then working up and recording 
three original songs for a debut EP, Mar-
ried Iguana was prepared for a big reveal 
at Jewel Music Venue in Manchester. Sad-
ly for the nascent power trio, their debut 
gig was scheduled on March 14, 2020, the 
day after Covid-19 landed like an asteroid 
on the local music scene. 

The group quarantined and waited for 
another chance to show their stuff to an 
audience. The Rehearsal Dinner did come 
out as planned, and it’s a treat. “EAYM” 
is a Primus meets Mothers of Invention 
romp, and “Farewell My Friend” echoes 
Rush as it rocks out with abandon. 

Leading off the record, “Go With the 
Flow” chugs like a steady rolling party 
bus, but to Married Iguana guitarist, singer 
and principal songwriter Brett Higgins it’s 
also an ironic anthem for his band, which 
went from planning to play out to hunker-
ing down. 

A year later, the personnel has changed 
— the current lineup has Higgins, Ian 
Smith (Trichomes) on bass and drummer 
Tyrel Gagnon — along with the music. 
Punchy radio rockers are now stretched 
out more. 

“We don’t want to call ourselves a jam 

band,” Higgins said in a recent phone 
interview, “though Ian has a lot of that 
influence playing with his other group … 
it’s a little more progressive rock.”

That said, the way Higgins described his 
songwriting process is jammy enough. 

“Me doodling around at home is basical-
ly how every one of our tunes starts,” he 
said. “I have my strainer of songs. I’ll be 
working on something and I have to think 
if it’s special enough to sell those guys. It’s 
almost like I’m auditioning for my own 
group.”

Higgins formed Married Iguana to coun-
teract playing in cover bands like Darrah 
and Channel 3. 

“I’ve always written my own songs 
on the sidelines, and finally got to the 
point where it was time to start applying 
myself,” he said, and began recruiting on 
Facebook. 

Smith responded immediately with an 
offer to hang out and jam.

“There was no real idea,” Higgins said. 
“I had a couple of songs floating around 
right at the get-go, and I started showing 
them. We just noodled around a lot and Ian 
really latched onto a couple of the riffs. 
We’ve been getting together ever since, 
and that was it.” 

Early on, the band was a four-piece, 
with a second guitarist. A few different 
drummers also came and went before Gag-

non joined. He and Higgins have played 
in different bands together for over a doz-
en years. 

“He’s been my go-to guy for a long 
time,” Higgins said. “He’ll get sick of me 
and he’ll skip out and then he’ll find a way 
to come back, or I’ll beg him enough and 
he ends up coming back in.”

On May 4, the band will finally make its 
hometown debut at Jewel. 

“It’s a makeup gig,” Higgins said with 
a laugh, adding they’re fired up to final-
ly play a set with over an hour of original 
music for a hometown crowd — though 
there are more than a few nerves at play.

“I just hope that people will have fun 
and will really accept us; we’re still kind 
of unsure what to expect,” he said. “We’re 
not the run-of-the-mill band from around 
the area. We’ve got a unique sense about 
us, a lot of energy in the music. It changes 
and twists and turns a lot, and I just hope 
that people will enjoy it, have fun and 
come see us.” 

NITE
Do over
Married Iguana finally debuts in Manchester

Married Iguana. Courtesy photos.

By Michael Witthaus  
mwitthaus@hippopress.com

• Crafted tunes: Enjoy an early evening 
set from Nate Cozzolino, a Providence-based 
singer-songwriter with ace guitar skills and 
an ethereal vocal delivery. Writer Vic Gar-
barini likened him to “early Van Morrison,” 
calling Cozzolino “one of the most promising 
artists working today.” In addition to his musical 
skills, he makes beautiful etched glasses, which 
are perfect for beverages on offer at this show. 
Thursday, April 29, 6:30 p.m., To Share Brew-
ing Co., 720 Union St., Manchester, 836-6947.

• Music machine: A one-man band with root-
sy sensibilities, ODB Project is the latest effort 
from Michael Dion, ex-Hot Day at the Zoo and 
currently in Daemon Chili. Dion loops together 
a wall of sound around an array of diverse mate-
rial, from Frank Sinatra to the Dead and Cake, 
along with his originals. The tech doesn’t end 
there; the new RequestNow app lets audiences 
help him build a setlist in real time. Friday, April 
30, 8 p.m., Penuche’s Ale House, 16 Bicen-
tennial Square, Concord. See facebook.com/
odbproject.

• Rock al fresco: Weather permitting, 
hard-rocking quartet Crave will take to the out-
door stage for a sunset show of covers from 
the heavy side of the songbook, from Volbeat’s 
“Hangman’s Body Count” to Breaking Benja-
min, Seether, Stone Sour and Devour the Day, 
dressed in biker regalia with a banner of skulls 
behind them. Saturday, May 1, 6 p.m., The Bar 
Food & Spirits, 2B Burnham Road, Hudson, 
943-5250.

• Blues day: A transplant from Nashville 
to New England, Ms. Vee is a blues, jazz, soul 
and occasional rock singer who has a lot of fun 
with the culture shock she’s experienced since 
moving here; her show offers both music and 
comedy. For her first post-pandemic appearance, 
the vocalist — real name Valyria Lewis — is 
joined by Lady Ro, part of a weekly series at the 
homey eatery. Reservations are recommended. 
Tuesday, May 4, 7:30 p.m., Madear’s Southern 
Eatery & Bakery, 141 Main St., Pembroke. See 
facebook.com/MsVeeSings. 

Local music news & events

Married Iguana w/ The Humans 
Being and What Has Science Done?

When: Tuesday, May 4, 9 p.m. 
Where: Jewel Music Venue, 61 Canal St., 
Manchester
Tickets: $10 at the door, masks required for 
entry
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Come meet the hot new neighbors!

The largest selection of novelties, fetish items & toys in NH
Lubes, Lotions, Creams & Oils

1000’s of DVDs
Lingerie in All Sizes

Bachelorette Items & Adult Games
Male/Female Enhancements & supplements

... and much more
MoonliteReader.com314 S Broadway Rt28

Salem NH
112 Rte 101A
Amherst, NH

111 Plaistow Rd Rt 125
Plaistow NHOpen 7 Days A Week!
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Auburn
Auburn Pitts
167 Rockingham Road
622-6564

Auburn Tavern
346 Hooksett Road
587-2057

Bedford
Copper Door
15 Leavy Dr.
488-2677

T-Bones
169 S. River Road 
623-7699 

Bow
Chen Yang Li 
520 S. Bow St.
228-8508

Brookline
The Alamo Texas Bar-
becue & Tequila Bar
99 Route 13
721-5000

Chichester
Flannel Tavern
345 Suncook Valley 
Road
406-1196

Concord
Area 23
State Street
881-9060

Cheers
17 Depot St.
228-0180

Concord Craft Brew-
ing
117 Storrs St.
856-7625

Hermanos Cocina 
Mexicana
11 Hills Ave.
224-5669

Penuche’s Ale House
16 Bicentennial Square
228-9833

T-Bones
404 S. Main St.
715-1999

Deerfield
The Lazy Lion
4 North Road

Derry
T-Bones
39 Crystal Ave.
434-3200

Dover
SmuttLabs
47 Washington St.
343-1782

Epping
The Community Oven
24 Calef Hwy.
734-4543

Popovers at Brickyard 
Square
11 Brickyard Square
734-4724

Telly’s Restaurant & 
Pizzeria
235 Calef Hwy.
679-8225

Exeter
Sawbelly Brewing 
156 Epping Road
583-5080

Sea Dog Brewery
9 Water St.

Goffstown
Village Trestle
25 Main St.
497-8230

Hampton
Community Oven
845 Lafayette Road
601-6311

CR’s The Restaurant
287 Exeter Road
929-7972

The Goat
20 L St.
601-6928

Sea Ketch 
127 Ocean Blvd.
926-0324

Shane’s BBQ
61 High St.
601-7091

Smuttynose Brewing
105 Towle Farm Road

Wally’s Pub
144 Ashworth Ave.
926-6954

WHYM Craft Pub & 
Brewery
853 Lafayette Road
601-2801

Hudson
The Bar
2B Burnham Road

Luk’s Bar & Grill
142 Lowell Road
889-9900

T-Bones
77 Lowell Road
882-6677

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon
92 Route 125
369-6962

Laconia
405 Pub & Grill
405 Union St.

Fratello’s
799 Union Ave.
528-2022

High Octane Saloon
1072 Watson Road
527-8116

T-Bones
1182 Union Ave.
528-7800

Londonderry
Coach Stop Restaurant 
& Tavern
176 Mammoth Road
437-2022

Stumble Inn
20 Rockingham Road
432-3210

Manchester
Backyard Brewery
1211 S. Mammoth Road
623-3545

Bonfire
950 Elm St.
663-7678

CJ’s
782 S. Willow St.
627-8600

Cercle National Club
550 Rockland Ave.
623-8243

Derryfield Country Club
625 Mammoth Road
623-2880

The Foundry
50 Commercial St.
836-1925

Fratello’s
155 Dow St.
624-2022

Murphy’s Taproom
494 Elm St.
644-3535

Penuche’s Music Hall
1087 Elm St.
932-2868

South Side Tavern
1279 S. Willow St.
935-9947

Stark Brewing Co.
500 Commercial St.
625-4444

Strange Brew
88 Market St. 
666-4292

Meredith
Hart’s Turkey Farm
223 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
279-6212

Twin Barns Brewing
194 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
279-0876

Merrimack
Homestead
641 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
429-2022

Milford
The Pasta Loft
241 Union Square
672-2270

Nashua
American Social Club
166 Daniel Webster 
Hwy.
255-8272

Fratello’s Italian Grille
194 Main St.
889-2022

Liquid Therapy
14 Court St.
402-9391

Millyard Brewery
25 E. Otterson St.
722-0104

Polish American Club
15 School St.
889-9819

Stella Blu
70 E. Pearl St.
578-5557

New Boston
Molly’s Tavern & 
Restaurant
35 Mont Vernon Road
487-1362

Newmarket
Stone Church
5 Granite St.
659-7700

Pittsfield
Main Street Grill & 
Bar
32 Main St.
435-0005

Plaistow
The Crow’s Nest
181 Plaistow Road

Portsmouth
Clipper Tavern
75 Pleasant St.
501-0109

The Striker
15 Bow St.
431-5222

The Gas Light
64 Market St.
430-9122

Gibb’s Garage Bar
3612 Lafayette Rd.

The Goat
142 Congress St.
590-4628

Grill 28
Pease Golf Course, 200 
Grafton Road
766-6466

The Statey Bar & Grill
238 Deer St.
431-4357

Thirsty Moose Tap-
house
21 Congress St.
427-8645

Rochester
110 Grill 
136 Marketplace Blvd.
948-1270

Mitchell Hill BBQ Grill 
& Brew
50 N. Main St.
332-2537

Porter’s Pub
19 Hanson St.
330-1964

Salem
Copper Door
41 S. Broadway
458-2033

T-Bones
311 South Broadway
893-3444

Seabrook
Chop Shop Pub
920 Lafayette Road
760-7706

Red’s Kitchen + Tavern
530 Lafayette Road
760-0030

Stratham
Tailgate Tavern
28 Portsmouth Ave. 
580-2294

Windham
Castleton
92 Indian Rock Road
800-688-5644

Thursday, April 29
Brookline
Alamo: Matt Borrello, 4:30 p.m.

Concord
Cheers: Eric Grant, 6 p.m.
Hermanos: Brian Booth, 6:30 & 
8 p.m.

Dover
SmuttLabs: trivia, 6 p.m.

Epping
Telly’s: Justin Jordan, 7 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Max Sullivan and 
Derek Thompkins, 5 p.m.
Sea Dog: Chad Verbeck, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Eddie Sands, 6 
p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Rico Barr Duo, 6 p.m.

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: karaoke with 
DJ Jason Whitney, 7 p.m.

Londonderry
Stumble Inn: Corinna Savlen, 7 
p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Chris Lester, 5:30 p.m.
Murphy’s: Chris Powers, 5:30 
p.m.

Meredith
Hart’s: Game Time Trivia, 7 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Jessica Olson, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Jae Mannion, 5:30 
p.m.

New Boston
Molly’s: Chad Verbeck, 6:30 
p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Blanco, 9 p.m.

Plaistow
Crow’s Nest: karaoke, 7:30 p.m.

Portsmouth
Gibb’s: Game Time Trivia, 8 
p.m.
The Goat: Isaiah Bennett, 9 p.m.

Rochester
Mitchell Hill BBQ: Game Time 
Trivia, 6 p.m.

Seabrook
Red’s: Everlovin’ Rosie, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 30
Brookline
Alamo: Tequila Jim, 4:30 p.m.

Concord
Cheers: team trivia, 8:30 p.m.
Penuche’s: ODB, 8 p.m.

Deerfield
Lazy Lion: Chris Torrey, 5 p.m.

Epping
Popovers: John Irish, 5 p.m.
Telly’s: Johnny Angel, 8 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Elijah Clark, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Jeff Mrozek, 6 
p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Don Severance, 6 p.m.
The Goat: Rob Pagnano, 9 p.m.
Logan’s Run: live music, 8 p.m.
Wally’s: Pat Dowling, 9 p.m.

WHYM: Steve Haidaichuck, 
5:30 p.m.

Hudson
The Bar: Mitch Pelkey
Luk’s: Justin Jordan, 6:30 p.m.

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: Cory Malm, 
7 p.m.

Londonderry
Coach Stop: Clint Lapointe, 6 
p.m.
Stumble Inn: Munk Duane, 8 
p.m.

Manchester
Backyard Brewery: Chris Les-
ter, 6 p.m.
Bonfire: Isaiah Bennett, 8 p.m.
Derryfield: Alex Roy, 7:30 p.m.
The Foundry: Tim Kierstead, 6 
p.m.
Fratello’s: Jessica Olson, 5:30 
p.m.
Murphy’s: Dave Bailin, 5 p.m.; 
Off the Record, 9:30 p.m.
Strange Brew: Becca Myari

Meredith
Twin Barns: Jeff Mitchell, 5 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Doug Thompson, 
5:30 p.m.

Milford
The Pasta Loft: April Cushman, 
8 p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Malcolm Salls, 5:30 
p.m.

New Boston
Molly’s: Chad Verbeck, 6:30 p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Town Meeting, 
6 p.m.

Pittsfield
Main Street Grill & Bar: Joe 
Pero, 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
Gas Light: Lewis Goodwin, 
7:30 p.m.

Music plays on

These listings for live music are compiled from press 
releases, restaurants’ websites and social media and artists’ 
websites and social media. Call the venue to check on spe-
cial rules and reservation instructions. Get your gigs listed 
by sending information to music@hippopress.com. 
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Gibb’s Garage Bar: trivia, 8 
p.m.
The Goat: Chris Toler, 9 p.m.
Grill 28: Max Sullivan, 6 p.m.
Thirsty Moose: Stevey Burke, 
9 p.m.

Seabrook
Chop Shop: Fast Times (‘80s 
tribute), 6 p.m.
Red’s: Francoix Simard, 7 p.m.

Stratham
Tailgate Tavern: Alan Roux, 7 
p.m.

Saturday, May 1
Bow
Chen Yang Li: Andrew Geano, 
7 p.m.

Concord
Concord Craft Brewing: Josh 
Foster, 4 p.m.

Deerfield
Lazy Lion: Sweet    Omotion, 5 
p.m.
 
Epping
Telly’s: Eric Grant, 8 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: John Irish, 1 p.m.; 
Abrielle Scharff, 5 p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Tom Boisse, 6 
p.m.

Hampton
The Goat: Mike Forgette, 9 p.m.
Sea Ketch: Justin Jordan, 1 p.m.
Wally’s: Fortune, 9 p.m.
WHYM: Sean Coleman, 5:30 
p.m.

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: Jonny Friday, 
7 p.m.

Laconia
405 Pub & Grill: Justin Cohn, 
7 p.m.
High Octane Saloon: Deja Voo-
doo, 7 p.m.

Londonderry
Coach Stop: Joanie Cicatelli, 6 
p.m.
Stumble Inn: The Offramps, 3 
p.m.; Mugsy Duo, 7 p.m.

Manchester
Backyard Brewery: Ryan Wil-
liamson, 6 p.m.
Bonfire: Maddi Ryan, 8 p.m.
Cercle National Club: April 
Cushman, 7:30 p.m.
Derryfield: Chad LaMarsh, 9 
p.m.
The Foundry: Karen Grenier, 6 
p.m.
Fratello’s: Paul Gormley, 5:30 
p.m.
Murphy’s: Everett Pendleton, 5 
p.m.; Mo Bounce, 9:30 p.m.
South Side Tavern: Maven 
Jamz, 8 p.m.
Strange Brew: David Rousseau

Merrimack
Homestead: Malcolm Salls, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Dave Zangri, 5:30 
p.m.
Liquid Therapy: Andrew Eman-
uel, 3 p.m.
Millyard Brewery: Dan Car-
ter, 4 p.m. (guitarist playing the 
favorites from the ‘70s-’00s)

New Boston
Molly’s Tavern: Brother Sea-
mus, 7:30 p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Idlewild (a cel-
ebration of the Allman Brothers 
Band), 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
Gas Light: Dave Gerard, 2 p.m.; 
Alex Roy, 7:30 p.m.
The Goat: Dave Perlman, 9 p.m.
The Statey Bar & Grill: 3 Man 
Band featuring Frank Crivello, 8 
p.m.
Thirsty Moose: Krystian Beal, 
9 p.m.

Rochester
Porter’s Pub: Max Sullivan, 
6:30 p.m.

Seabrook
Chop Shop: Whammer Jammer, 
7 p.m.

Sunday, May 2
Bedford
Copper Door: Phil Jakes, 11 
a.m.

Chicester
Flannel Tavern: Joe Pero, 4 p.m.

Concord
Cheers: Pete Peterson, 5 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Blues & Brews with 
Alan Roux, noon; Dub Boat, 3 
p.m.

Goffstown
Village Trestle: Bob Pratte, 3:30 
p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Steve Swartz, 4 p.m.
WHYM: Clint Lapointe, 1 p.m.

Hudson
The Bar: Nicole Knox Murphy, 
2 p.m.

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: Video Music 
Bingo, 5 p.m.

Manchester
Murphy’s: Abrielle Scharff, 
noon; J-Lo, 5:30 p.m.
Strange Brew: jam

Nashua
Stella Blu: The Incidentals, 3 
p.m.

Newmarket
Stone Church: Dis-N-Dat, 3 
p.m.

Portsmouth
Gas Light: Austin McCarthy, 
12:30 p.m.; Matt Luneau, 6 p.m.
The Goat: Rob Pagnano, 9 p.m.

Salem
Copper Door:  Yvonne Aubert, 
11 a.m.

Monday, May 3
Manchester
Fratello’s: Phil Jakes, 5:30 p.m.
Murphy’s: Dave Bailin, 5:30 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Austin McCarthy, 
5:30 p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Clint Lapointe, 5:30 
p.m.

Plaistow
The Crow’s Nest: trivia, 8 p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Musical Bingo, 7 
p.m.; Alex Anthony, 9 p.m.

Seabrook
Red’s: trivia with DJ Zati, 9 p.m.

Tuesday, May 4
Hampton
Wally’s: Musical Bingo Nation, 
7:30 p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Ryan Williamson, 
5:30 p.m.
Murphy’s: Laura Suarez, 5:30 
p.m.
South Side Tavern: Jonny Fri-
day, 8 p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Chris Lester, 5:30 
p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Justin Jordan, 5:30 
p.m.
Peddler’s Daughter: trivia, 8:30 
p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Isaiah Bennett, 9 p.m.

Stratham
Tailgate Tavern: Musical Bingo 
Nation, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 5
Concord
Area 23: open mic, 6:25 p.m.

Dover
SmuttLabs: Max Sullivan open 
mic, 6 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Michael Wingate, 5 
p.m.

Hampton
Wally’s: Chris Toler, 7 p.m.

NITE MUSIC THIS WEEK
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1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 6/30/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off when you purchase four 
(4) or more windows or patio doors between 3/1/2021 and 6/30/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to 
credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison 
based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
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 “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12589
*Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

Offer ends 
June 30

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY JUNE 30

855-557-5646

Installation 
always

included

www.nhti.edu/academic-programs
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Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: Musical 
Bingo Nation, 7 p.m.

Manchester
Fratello’s: Clint Lapointe, 5:30 
p.m.
Murphy’s: Pete Massa, 5:30 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Joanie Cicatelli, 
5:30 p.m.

Nashua
Fratello’s: Austin McCarthy, 
5:30 p.m.
Polish American Club: Nicole 
Knox Murphy, 6 p.m.

Portsmouth
The Goat: Rob Pagnano, 9 p.m.

Rochester
Mitchell Hill BBQ: Max Sulli-
van, 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 6
Bedford
Copper Door: Paul Lussier, 6 
p.m.

Concord
Cheers: April Cushman, 6 p.m.
T-Bones: Malcolm Salls, 6 p.m.

Derry
T-Bones: Joanie Cicatelli, 6 p.m.

Epping
Telly’s: Austin McCarthy, 7 p.m.

Exeter
Sawbelly: Van Taylor, 5 p.m.
Sea Dog: David Corson, 5 p.m.

Hampton
CR’s: Clandestine, 6 p.m.
Wally’s: Chris Toler, 9 p.m.

Hudson
T-Bones: Jae Mannion, 6 p.m.

Kingston
Saddle Up Saloon: Karaoke with 
DJ Jason, 7 p.m.

Laconia
T-Bones: Paul Warnick, 6 p.m.

Londonderry
Stumble Inn: Chad LaMarsh, 7 
p.m.

Manchester
Cactus Jack’s: Corinna Savlen, 
6 p.m.
Fratello’s: Ted Solo, 5:30 p.m.
Murphy’s: Chuck A Duo, 5:30 
p.m.

Meredith
Hart’s: Game Time Trivia, 7 
p.m.

Merrimack
Homestead: Ryan Williamson, 
5:30 p.m.

NITE MUSIC THIS WEEK

COMEDY THIS WEEK AND BEYOND
Venues
Chunky’s 
707 Huse Road, Man-
chester; 151 Coliseum 
Ave., Nashua; 150 Bridge 
St., Pelham, chunkys.com 

Hatbox Theatre
Steeplegate Mall, 270 
Loudon Road, Concord
715-2315, hatboxnh.com

The Strand
20 Third St., Dover, 343-
1899, thestranddover.com

Shows
• Jim Colliton Chunky’s 
Nashua, Friday, April 
30, 8 p.m.
• Steve Sweeney 
Chunky’s Manchester, 

Friday, April 30, or Sat-
urday, May 1, 8 p.m.
• Christine Hurley 
Chunky’s Nashua, Sat-
urday, May 1, 8 p.m.
• Kenny Rogerson 
Chunky’s Nashua, Sat-
urday, May 8, 8 p.m.
• Comedy night with 
Rob Steen and Johnny 
Pizzi The Strand, Satur-

day, May 8, 7 p.m.
• Queen City Improv 
Hatbox Theatre, Thurs-
day, May 13, 7:30 p.m.
• Steve Sweeney 
Chunky’s Nashua, Sat-
urday, May 15, 8 p.m.
• Comedy Out of the 
Box Hatbox Theatre, 
Thursday, May 20, 7:30 
p.m.

Concerts
Venues
Bank of NH Stage in Concord
16 S. Main St., Concord
225-1111, banknhstage.com

Capitol Center for the Arts 
44 S. Main St., Concord
225-1111, ccanh.com 

Dana Center
Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive, Man-
chester, anselm.edu

Palace Theatre
80 Hanover St., Manchester
668-5588, palacetheatre.org

Stone Church
5 Granite St., Newmarket, 
659-7700, stonechurchrocks.com

Tupelo Music Hall 
10 A St., Derry, 
437-5100, tupelomusichall.com

Shows
• Caamp 5 Year Anniversary 
Thursday, April 29, 9 p.m., virtual 
concert via Cap Center
• Town Meeting Friday, April 30, 
6 p.m., Stone Church
• Tim Theriault Friday, April 30, 
6 p.m., Tupelo Drive-In
• Palace Teen Apprentice Caba-
ret: I Hope I Get It Friday, April 
30, 7 p.m., virtual audition cuts via 
the Palace

• Foreigners Journey Saturday, 
May 1, and Sunday, May 2, at 1 & 
4 p.m., Tupelo Drive-In
• Idlewild (A Celebration of the 
Allman Brothers) Saturday, May 
1, 6 p.m., Stone Church
• Concord Coalition to End 
Homelessness Talent Show Sat-
urday, May 17 p.m., Bank of NH 
Stage in Concord
• Aardvark Jazz Orchestra Sat-
urday, May 1, 7:30 p.m., Dana 
Center
• Truffle Friday, May 7, 6 p.m., 
Tupelo
• Broken Arrow (Neil Young trib-
ute) Saturday, May 8, 1 & 4 p.m., 
Tupelo Drive-In
• Jorma Kaukonen Sunday, May 
9, 1 &  4 p.m., Tupelo Drive-In

Film
Movie screenings, movie-themed 
happenings & virtual events 
Venues
The Music Hall
28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth
436-2400, themusichall.org

Red River Theatres
11 S. Main St., Concord
224-4600, redrivertheatres.org

Wilton Town Hall Theatre 
40 Main St., Wilton
wiltontownhalltheatre.com, 654-3456

Shows
• Red River Virtual Cinema 
Red River Theatres is currently 
offering indie, foreign language 
and documentary films via a vir-
tual cinema experience including 
Oscar nominees The Father, Col-
lective, Another Round, The Man 
Who Sold His Skin and Minari 
as well as the Oscar short film 
nominees (available by catego-
ry and in a package with all 15 
movies in three categories). See 
the ever-changing lineup on the 
website. 

• The Great Escape (1963) star-
ring Steve McQueen, James Gar-
ner and Richard Attenborough, 
will screen Saturday, May 1, at 2 
p.m. at Wilton Town Hall Theatre. 
• Entangled (2020) documentary 
will screen Saturday, May 1, at 7 
p.m. at The Music Hall. 
• 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 
(1916) silent film with live musi-
cal accompaniment by Jeff Rap-
sis, screens Sunday, May 9, at 2 
p.m. at Wilton Town Hall Theatre. 
Admission is free but a $10 dona-
tion is suggested. 
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Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Espanol

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 
1930Õs to 1980Õs. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained & 
certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, insulin 
pumps, catheters & more! To 
learn more, call now! 877-810-
0063

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-
quality rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-
day money back guarantee! 833-
669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. 
Request free no obligation quote. 
1-855-270-3785

Donate your car to kids.Your 
donation helps fund the search 
for missing children. Accepting 
trucks, motorcycles & RVÕs too! 
Fast free pickup - running or not 
- 24 hr response - maximum tax 
donation - Call (888) 515-3813

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career 
& earn a Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & Families! 
To learn more, call 888-449-1713

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call: 
855-761-1725

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared 
for power outages. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule Free in-home 
assessment. 1-844-334-8353 
special financing if qualified.

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. 1-888-796-8850

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, most advanced debris-
blocking protection. Schedule 
free estimate. 15% off Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-995-2490

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 
60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect 
your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 866-409-0308

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/
mo 65 Channels. Stream news, 
live events, sports & on demand 
titles. No contract/commitment. 
1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587

Never pay for covered home 
repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all major 
systems & appliances. 30-day 
risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 

Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-
publish your book. Free author 
submission kit! Limited offer! 
866-951-7214

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to has 
purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their 
service or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the 
client your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that if a 
credit repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based in US 
dollars. Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.

INDEPENDENT FREE PAPERS 
OF AMERICA

WE SELL PARTS!
13

39
79

Please mention 
this Hippo ad

FREE JUNK CAR REMOVAL!
We will pay up to $600 

for some cars and trucks.

55 Hall Rd.
Londonderry

425-2562

LA CLASSIC 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC

Independently owned and operated! 
Serving the Greater Manchester area for over the 

past 25 years is looking to acquire new clients.

• Fully Insured and Bonded  • On Call 24/7
• Contracts can be short or long term
• Well Diversified with City and State Inspectors 
• Works with subsidized housing programs
• Fees structured around your needs- just to find 
qualified renters or maintaining the entire property
• References from both landlords 
and/or residents upon request

603-623-5225

www.hippoprints.com
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MUSIC CROSSWORDS BY TODD SANTOS

THIS IS WHAT YOU’LL GET 

Across
1. Radiohead’s ‘00 ‘Everything In Its 
Right Place’ album (3,1)
5. Allman Bros ‘Ramblin’ __’
8. Royal __ Revue
13. Huey Lewis ‘If This __ __’ (2,2)
14. Tulsa sound trailblazer JJ
15. Van Morrison ‘__ __ Told You 
Lately’ (4,1)
16. Old school rapper Big Daddy __
17. Devildriver ‘Bear Witness __’
18. Catherine put in ‘__ __ To Entro-
py’ (1,4)
19. ‘01 Guided By Voices album (9,6)
22. Guitarist Clapton
23. “I wish I was special, but __ __ 
creep” (2,1)
24. Scott of Judas Priest
27. 80s ‘Sugar Tax’ synth-band (abbr)
29. Crash Test Dummies ‘Oooh __ __!’ 
(2,2)
33. Danzig said his girl was on a Harley 
because ‘She __’
34. The O’Jays started a ‘Love __’
36. Guitarist Steve that went up against 
Ralph Macchio in Crossroads
37. “__, I just want to bang on the drum 
all day” (1,4,4,2,4)
40. OK Go ‘1000 Miles __ Hour’
41. What abusive guards can cause 
(1,4)
42. ‘Crush’ Jennifer
43. What angels did, during killer show
45. ‘An Awesome Wave’ __-J
46. ‘73 Wings album ‘__ __ The Run’ 
(4,2)
47. Pop Will __ Itself
49. ‘Control’ Puddle Of __
50. Kiss’ re-titled Crystals classic off 
‘Love Gun’ (4,3,6,2)
58. Like “old fashioned” rock that’s 
back

59. Dropout Year ‘__ Friends For 
Never’
60. Sheryl Crow thinks ‘Every Day Is A 
Winding’ one
61. The Glitch Mob ‘How To Be __ By 
A Woman’
62. Air ‘Alpha __ Gaga’
63. ‘Aerie Faerie Nonsense’ band
64. Mika will tape over your song or do 
this

65. Guster said ‘I __’ with my little 
eye...
66. Bryan Duncan ‘You Can __ On Me’

Down
1. 1981’s ‘Star’ Dee
2. Elvis Presley ‘Yoga __ __ Yoga 
Does’ (2,2)
3. 80s ‘I Like It’ singer
4. Robert Plant’s ‘82 debut ‘Pictures __ 
__’ (2,6)
5. ‘This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours’ __ 
Street Preachers
6. Choir voice
7. Like light on Broadway
8. Singing sweetheart the song you 
wrote for them will do this
9. Like tensions James Brown calmed 
on 4/5/68
10. Circularly-challenged Annihilator 
song ‘Liquid __’
11. ‘99 New Radicals song ‘Someday 
__ Know’
12. Influential Canadian pop punkers 
The __
14. Cat Stevens ‘The First __ __ The 
Deepest’ (3,2)
20. Major label founded by Clive Davis
21. ‘Britney Spears ‘Oops!..I __ __ 
Again’ (3,2)
24. Might get away on 1-2 day ones on 
tour
25. Big & Rich ‘Save A Horse (__ __ 
Cowboy)’ (4,1)
26. Miguel song that will beautify?
27. Lou Gramm sang whether we were 
‘Ready __ __’ (2,3)
28. Bellamy of Muse

30. Bypass security or do this altogether
31. “Sailing away to Key __”
32. American Idol Clay
34. Loggins & Messina ‘Long __ Cat’
35. Simple Plan ‘__ __, No Helmets...
Just Balls’ (2,4)
38. ‘09 Lamb Of God album about 
anger?
39. Mumford & Sons hopped a train as 
a ‘Hopeless __’
44. Styles
46. Rapper Trevor Smith or __ Rhymes
48. ‘Imagine’ lyrics: “And the world 
will be __ __” (2,3)

49. Led Zep ‘__ Mountain Hop’
50. Radiohead might climb a ‘Fake 
Plastic’ one
51. “Do you __ me, do you care?” 
Missing Persons
52. ‘Trust In Me’ soul/jazz singer James
53. What career does with the flows
54. Pink Floyd hates silence so told us 
to ‘__ Talking’
55. Radiohead “And it’s too late, the 
damage is __”
56. Ebay seller will put your CD in this
57. Legendary twangy guitarist Duane
© 2021 Todd Santos

 ● Each row and each column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4  
(easy) or 1 through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily 

outlined boxes, called cages, must 
combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target 
numbers in the top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with 
the number in the top-left corner.
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JONESIN’ CROSSWORDS BY MATT JONES

“Knowing the Angles” — when it’s all right 
Across
1 Hummus scooper
5 Snarls, like traffic
11 Pistachio, e.g.
14 Counting Crows singer Duritz
15 Prompt
16 “Suits” airer
17 Item of Mario Bros. lore where 
you can see the angle in the NW 
corner
19 Dose, informally
20 Covered with grime
21 Hummus brand
23 Liam Neeson film franchise

26 ___ folklórico (traditional Mexi-
can dances)
28 Pol. entity that lasted from 962 to 
1806
29 “That was my best effort”
33 Country singer Paisley
36 Frigid
37 “My kingdom for ___!” (Rich-
ard III)
38 Mount in Greek myth
39 Apprehends
41 Sharp-toothed spur wheel
42 Lo ___ (Chinese noodles)
43 Just had a sense

44 Ab ___ (from the beginning)
46 ___ deferens
47 Level-headed
48 Optician’s wares
49 Part of the psyche
50 In the wee small hours of the 
morning
52 Nattered away
54 Slash on a bowling scoresheet
56 Dispatched, as the Jabberwock
59 Sculpture, paintings, etc.
60 Intro to a certain cipher that 
resembles the angle in the SE corner
66 Homer Simpson outburst
67 Ferret’s cousin
68 Word before ringer or tired
69 Music with confessional lyrics
70 “Interview With the Vampire” 
vampire
71 Birds with dark green eggs

Down
1 Dog’s foot
2 William McKinley’s First Lady

3 “Que ___?” (“How’s it going?”)
4 Cause laughter
5 Like most restaurant orders, lately
6 “Put a sock ___!”
7 Website for craftwork
8 Word usually put in brackets
9 Actress Thurman
10 Drink with a red, white, and blue 
logo
11 On a calculator, it looks like the 
angle in the NE corner
12 Manufacturer’s target
13 Exclamation after a big finish
18 Region conquered by Alexander 
the Great
22 “The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven” author Mitch
23 Speculates
24 Tarot deck grouping
25 Where to find the letter that looks 
like the angle in the SW corner
26 Surrounds
27 Antarctic penguin
30 Adrenaline rush

31 Mara of “The Girl With the Drag-
on Tattoo”
32 Late “Crocodile Hunter” Steve
34 Cheese in some bagels
35 Ted of “Mr. Mayor”
40 Pinky ___
45 “Hamlet” courtier who oversees 
a duel
51 Push away
53 Pole on a battery
54 1993 hitmaker with “No Ordinary 
Love”
55 Dance with a lot of rentals
56 Roasting stick
57 “Girls” creator Dunham
58 Perform without ___
61 Vexation
62 Ball club VIPs
63 On the left, for short
64 It might be free at a French 
restaurant
65 Mobile game interruptions
© 2021 Matt Jones

Puzzle B Puzzle CPuzzle A

NITE SUDOKU
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. See last week's puzzle answers on pg 37.

R&R answer
from pg 35 of 4/22

Jonesin’ answer 
from pg 36 of 4/22

36
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SIGNS OF LIFE
All quotes are from Sam Heughan in 

Clanlands: Whisky, Warfare, and a Scot-
tish Adventure Like No Other, by Sam 
Heughan, born April 30, 1980, and Gra-
ham McTavish.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20) Both Gra-
ham and I share a very grand title, one we 
have fought over for years. He received it 
first but mine was obviously way better. 
We have both been Grand Marshal of the 
New York Tartan Day Parade. A grand title 
shall be bestowed upon you.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20) With all the 
conflict, feuds, marginal farming, famine, 
disease and general hardships in those 
days, there were wolves as well! Even 
when there’s plenty to deal with, you’ll do 
great!

Cancer (June 21 – July 22) The more 
he panics, the better for TV, I thought. 
But maybe I was going too far. Avoid 
sensationalism.

Leo (July 23 – Aug. 22) Perhaps Gra-
ham and I need to head to the Island of 
Discussion. It’s a good 
place to go.

Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 
22) Graham has taught 
me it’s okay to sit in fourth 
gear (if you can find it) and 
enjoy the scenery. It’s right 
there.

Libra (Sept. 23 – Oct. 
22) I’m not really listen-
ing. I have reminiscing 
of my own to do because 
Glencoe was the first place 
I learned to ski on snow. 
Reminisce later. First, 
listen.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov. 
21) I’ve learnt that writ-
ing is something I enjoy, 
although a great deal of 
practice is needed and it 
must be done regularly to 
retain the skill. Now is a 
time for practice.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – 
Dec. 21) There is only one 
road to Glen Etive and the 
area is sparsely populated, 

apart from the clans of belligerent sheep. 
Stay calm around belligerent sheep.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19) If you’re 
as serious about porridge as I am, I sug-
gest you buy yourself a spurtle. Carpenters 
need hammers; porridge-makers need 
spurtles. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 – Feb. 18) Like 
eight-year-old boys, we gaze up, mes-
merised. Having recreated the struggles, 
politics and battle scenes of the era in Out-
lander, seeing the Gentle Lochiel’s sword 
really brings the history home. Bring it 
home!

Pisces (Feb. 19 – March 20) We have 
run out of time and like the set of Jacobite 
glasses with the Latin inscription ‘Rede-
at’ (to comeback or reappear) we will, like 
their king, return. It’s OK if you can’t get 
it all done in one go.

Aries (March 21 – April 19) [Graham] 
is broken and alone. Until I turn up. Honk-
ing the un-macho horn on the wagon of 
despair. Honk your horn! 

Last Week’s Answers:

Puzzle A Puzzle B Puzzle C

Sudoku Answers from pg36 of 4/22
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1711 South Willow St. Manchester | 603-644-0199

Gift Cards available 
for all occasions!

133634

OPEN 7 DAYS!  musicconnection.us

MOVIE
BLOWOUT!

DVDs
$3 EACH 

4/$10 OR 10/$20

BLU-RAYS
$4 EACH 

4/$12 OR 7/$20

2B Burnham Road | Hudson, NH
(603) 943-5250 | www.facebook.com/TheBar.Hudson

Check out our 
Live Entertainment Schedule 

on our Facebook Page!
Great hangout, great after work place, fantastic 

food & live entertainment on weekends!

Check out our Check out our Check out our 
Live Entertainment ScheduleLive Entertainment ScheduleLive Entertainment Schedule

LiveEntertainmentevery Friday& Saturday

116728

Licensed By The New Hampshire Banking Department 8370-MBR. 
NMLS 24021 | MA Broker MB 1988, MLO 24021. ME CS07003. 
We Arrange, But Do Not Make Mortgage Loans.   

Alpha Mortgage & Financial Services
AlphaMortgages.com

IT’S ALL WE DO,
SO WE DO IT 
BETTER.

EFSTATHIA C. BOORAS, BROKER

Rates in the 2’s! 

GET MORE CASH 
OUT OF YOUR HOME.

WE’RE MORTGAGE 
EXPERTS.

603•595•7699

133673

CREATE THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS

133962

www.facebook.com/thebar.hudson
www.musicconnection.us
www.alphamortgages.com
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Schemes
Police in Naples, Florida, are looking for a 

woman identified only as “Rosalia,” a self-de-
scribed witch who is suspected of swindling 
more than $100,000 from at least 10 victims. 
Authorities were first alerted to the scam on 
March 14 when a man called to report that 
Rosalia had disappeared with $29,500 of his 
money, according to a police report. The man 
said he had responded to a flyer advertising 
Rosalia’s “witchcraft services,” WBBH-TV 
reported. She allegedly told the man she saw 
something “dark” in his future and gave him 
three eggs to put under his bed as he slept. 
When he brought them back the next day, she 
waved the eggs over his head and face, then 
opened them to reveal one filled with blood, 
one with needles and a third with worms, 
according to the report. She instructed the 
man to bring her all the money he had so she 
could bless it and multiply it at her temple in 
Fort Myers, promising to return it the next day, 
police said, but Rosalia hasn’t been seen since. 
Police have identified more victims in the 
course of their ongoing investigation.

Sign of the times
A family-owned patisserie in Veresegy-

haz, Hungary, is offering its customers sweet 
relief from Covid-19 angst with colorful lay-
ered mousses, each topped with a decorative 
syringe. The Sulyan family’s special desserts 
are colored with jelly toppings representing 

the different vaccinations available in Hun-
gary: citrus yellow for AstraZeneca, darker 
yellow for Sinopharm, green for Pfizer, orange 
for Sputnik V and blue for Moderna, Reuters 
reported. “Anyone can try these,” said confec-
tioner Katalin Benko, and “the only possible 
side effect would be a little smile on their face.”

Going out in style
Mourners at Phil McLean’s funeral in Wel-

lington, New Zealand, first gasped, then 
laughed as his coffin, shaped like a giant 
cream doughnut, was brought into the chap-
el, the Associated Press reported on April 15. 
McLean had designed the special coffin with 
his cousin, Ross Hall, owner of Dying Art, a 
business in Auckland specializing in custom 
coffins. Over the last 15 years, Hall has fash-
ioned a sailboat, a firetruck, a chocolate bar 
and Legos, among others. McLean’s widow, 
Debra, said her husband had considered him-
self a connoisseur of cream doughnuts, and 
the coffin “overshadowed the sadness. ... The 
final memory in everyone’s mind was of that 
doughnut and Phil’s sense of humor.” For him-
self, Hall said he had planned a red box with 
flames on it, but he changed his mind to a clear 
coffin, with him wearing nothing but a leop-
ard-patterned G-string. “The kids say they’re 
not going,” he said.

People with issues
Edward and Cheryl Patton of Lake View, 

New York, tried for three years to identify who 
was throwing used paper coffee cups,  some 
with cigarette butts inside, on their front yard 
nearly every night, but they could never get a 
good look at the minivan as it drove by. Edward 
began keeping records of the littering and col-
lecting the cups, eventually filling 10 garbage 
bags, reported The Buffalo News. They even 
installed a surveillance camera, but it wasn’t 
until neighbors set up a stakeout and captured 
the license plate number that the mystery was 
solved. On April 18, police set up their own 
stakeout and pulled over a former co-worker 
of Cheryl’s whom she had had disagreements 
with. He was charged with harassment and 
throwing refuse onto a roadway. The Pattons 
said the littering has stopped since his arrest.

Hobbies
Bearsun is the name Jesse Larios, 33, of Los 

Angeles gave to the teddy bear character he 
created in 2016 and fashioned into a human-
sized Bearsun suit. On April 12, Larios decided 
to have a fun adventure walking from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco dressed as Bearsun, 
a journey of more than 400 miles. Mountain 
passes and road construction have made the 
trip slower than he expected, reported CNN 
Travel, and it’s no luxury excursion: Bearsun 
sleeps wherever he finds himself at the end of 
the day and gets food at gas stations. “I’m like 
a puppy, I guess,” Larios said. “I just see some-
thing and I chase after it.”

Mistaken identity
The Krakow (Poland) Society for the Pro-

tection of Animals responded on April 14 to a 
report that a suspected iguana was stuck in a 
lilac tree outside a residential building, only to 
discover a discarded croissant instead. “Peo-
ple don’t open windows because they’re afraid 
it’s going to enter their house,” the caller told 
the group. United Press International reported 
the animal rescue agency was forgiving. “It’s 
better to check and be pleasantly disappoint-
ed ... than not react, which can sometimes lead 
to a tragedy,” the group posted on its Facebook 
page.

Sightings
Detectives from the New Jersey State Park 

Police were dispatched on April 9 to a site 
in Wharton State Forest to examine a device 
found on the forest floor. The “UFO Detector 
Site” was determined to be safe by K-9 officer 
Prime, and officers had no trouble “disarm-
ing” the unit by unplugging headphone wires 
from the block of wood and soup can they 
were plugged into. It wasn’t clear who had left 
the object. On Facebook, park police noted, 
“Although humankind and the visitors to New 
Jersey’s state parks appreciate an extraterres-
trial warning device like this, we should not be 
finding them in our state parks.”

Visit newsoftheweird.com. 
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Live Music

254 North State St., Unit H, Concord NH | Thearea23.com

INDOOR OR OUTDOOR SEATING & TAKE OUT
Craft beer, cider, a small but comprehensive

liquor selection, and pub grub.

Join us 
for 

the best
every Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday

for voting for us!
Best Live Music &
Best Place to View Art

HIPPO BEST OF 2021

Brunch Specials 11am-2pm
Dinner Specials 2-8pm

Celebrate  
Mother’s Day 

with us!
Sunday, May 9th

20
HANDCRAFTED
BEERS ON TAP

13
40
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Reservations not required, but recommended

Proudly featuring 
local farms on 

our menu

Super Clean, Socially Distanced Indoor Dining / Take out
Curbside pick up available on request- Call or order online FlyingGoose.com

603.526.6899 • 40 Andover Road, New London, NH

www.flyinggoose.com
thearea23.com
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